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HOLLAND. 



" Hollande ; canaux, canards, canailles. ** — Voltaire. 

"La Hollande est le pays le plus charmant. le plus lointain qu'on puisse par- 
counr sans sortir d'Europe." - Maxime Dccamp. H P par 
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MOERDYK. — DORDRECHT. 
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THB COUliTRT. — THE IIEUSE. — THE TOWN. — THE CATHEDRAL 

THE Belgian Eailway tenninates at Moerdyk ; * at this point 
the traveller who is going to Holland ought to embark on 
the ifeuse, and ascend it as far as liotterdam, if he desires to 
have vivid impressions of the country, and to grow accustomed 
to it by degrees as he proceeds. • 

The river is as wide as a sea ; its gray, muddy, thick waters, 
glittering with reflections of yellow light, are covered with ves- 
sels from every port and bound to every destination. The mud- 
bonks on each side rise above immense meadows intersected by 
canals, streaked with long lines of poplars, and enlivened by 
large herds of black or white cows, which feed there during the 
whole year, finding a plentiful supply of pasture, and yielding 
abundance of meat and milk. 

In the midst of these meadows boats or steamers appear to 
be passing over dry land, for the canals along which they go are 
enclosed between two artificial banks rising above the level of 
the surrounding soil. 

The sea-breeze gently stirs the leaves of the trees, brings 
flocks of herons or storks, and turns the gigantic sails of wind- 
mills, whose cheerful click resounds on all sides. 

A slight mist, a bluish haze, rises from the soil ; if a gust of 
wind dissipates it for a moment, it returns, immediately after- 
wards more heavily and densely; it tones down the outlines, 
and rounds off the forms of objects, so that they appear soft, and 

^ It U now continued as far as Kotterd.im. 
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u if they bad been steeped in water. There ia notliing to anest 
or fix the eye as it glances around and passes from one object 
to another without resting on anything or feeling any desire 
to make a choice; all nature ia seen through a thin veil The 
herdsmen who tend the fiocks, the peasants who till the ground, 
the girla who milk the cows, move but seldom, and with a heaxy 
■tep ; they utter no shouts or songs, and are not easily induced 
to do anything hastily; the animals, tied to painted stakes 
jdaced at regular inter\-als, seem more calm and peaceful than 
in any other country. Here and there, nearer the eQ\'irons of 
towna and villages, are country-houses, built of wood or brick, 
more grotesque than original, souvenirs of Java or Japan. In 
front of each there is a little garden, planted with gaudy flowers, 
especially bright-colored tulips ; instead of being enclosed by 
a wall they are surrounded by a ditch full of water. The build- 
ings are neat, though low, contracted, and of small size, painted 
with vivid and monotonous colors, and always detached from 
each other, in order not to shock the unsociable tastes of their 
inhabitants. Behind is the inevitable windmill, which pumps 
oat the water in case of an inundation, fills the ditch in dry 
weather, supplies the house, waters the garden, saws the wood, 
and makes a slight noise in the midst of this deep silence. 
The whole scene is strange ; the perfect calm astonishes and 
soothes na at first It is an entirely new country which unfolds 
itself before the spectator. 

We give a representation of Dordrecht or Dor, as it is called 
in the neighborhood. The new-comer, as yet little accustomed 
to the solitude, the monotony, and the scrupulous cleanliness 
of the Dutch towns, finds here the first cause for astonishment 
The effect produced by this small town is unexpected and 
diarming; almost lost in the river, and confounded with it, 
half hidden by a curtain of verdure, it shows only as much 
as it cannot conceal of its singular bouses, so brightly colored, 
■0 neat and uniform, and grouped so regularly around the Dom- 
Eerl^ which dwarfs them by its size and its height 



MOERDYK. — DORDRECHT. 



In the harbor vessels of every form and size pass to and fr 
either going up or down the rivt;r. TIiU couUuual inccssai 
movement on the water forms a striking contrast with the cahi 
ness which reigns on dry land. 

As we enter Dordrecht we are struck with the quiet whic 
•unounda us. The sound of our footsteps awakes no echo 




Kunslj does it attmct my curious Mr-bairad woman to He 
diagonal miiror of her ever-closed window. VTe pass througli 
one street, a second, and a third, and we imagine that we have 
retraced our steps, so much does the third resemble the sec- 
ond, and this again the first The houses are identically the 
■UM eveiywhere, the same not only in their general anange- 
mentt and their outlines, bat in their detnih; all are bnUt of 
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BOTTERDAM 
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brick more or less uufaced ; they have the same appcamnce, the 
same form. The frames of the windows and doors are of wood, 
all of the same dimensions, and of a simikr color, and, what is 
more, of the same tone of this same color. Thus Dordrecht 
prefers yellow, and all is yellow, and the same yellow. 

The public buildings of Dordrecht are soon seen ; indeed, we 
might dispense with the sight of them. The Dom-Kerk, an an- 
cient cathedral, which has been turned into a Protestant place 
of worship, was built in the fourteenth century ; before it stands 
an enormous brick steeple, which has been several times altei-ed 
and mutilated, so that its original proportions cannot be ascer- 
tained. The Town Hall is common and unworthy of notice ; 
the pier and the harbor are uninteresting, and — that is alL 
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ROTTERDAM. 

THB OROOTE-KERL — THE HOSPITAL — THE MUSEUM. — THE HOUSES. — THE 

DELfT GATE. 

AFTER leaving Dordrecht we soon come to Eotterdam. 
Landing at the quay of Bompjes, an architect may for a 
considerable time imagine himself still on board ship, for the 
houses appear to him to bo dancing a saraband, which disturbs 
their equilibrium. The symmetrical gables advance, retire, lean 
to the right or the left, backwards or forwards; not one has 
maintained its perpendicularity. Thb may, however, be easily 
understood when we consider that the town w as built on piles 
driven into the subjacent marshes that have been disturbed and 
shifted by frequent inundations ; still, if the equilibrium has 
been affected, the stability has not been impaired ; the fall of 
houses is not more frequent at Eotterdam than elsewhere, and 
one may venture to walk through the city without any danger. 

The most important structure in Eotterdam is the Church of 
St Laurence, better known by the name of the Groote-Kerk 
(the great church). Like all other ecclesiastical buildings in tlie 
Netherlands, the Groote-Kerk, originally intended for Eoman 
Catholic worship, has been subsequently turned into a Protestant 
phurch. 

Holland is Protestant ; and when, after the excesses of John 
of Leyden and the Anabaptists in the sLxteeiUh century, the 
Beformation was firmly established in the XethcrlancU (looG), 
the Soman Catholic churches became places of worship con- 
nected with the new faith ; but, not having been constructed for 
that purpose, this transformation was not easily efTected. We 
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can dearly understand that, of all ecclesiastical edifices, Gothic 
churches are, less than any others, suited to the requirements of 
the Protestant religion. 

Nothing is needed for the reformed temple but a large hall ; 
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fif. t.— Gxtmnd-plma of th« Orooto-K«rk «k Eotterdaa. 
(Sctte. .080 iBch to the 7»M.) 

it 18 unnecessary to have side aisles for Catholic processions, a 
Tast choir to accommodate a great number of priests, spacious 



chapels where divine service may bo celebrated in many differ- 
ent functions, and ornaments of all kinds, which give such 
effectual aid to the pomp of ceremonies. The minister and the 
priest cannot officiate in the same sanctuar}'' ; the building which 
is adapted to the one is unsuited and inconvenient for the other. 

The Groote-Kerk has passed through these various transfor- 
mations. Its naked walls, of a uniform tint of coloring, present 
a cold and sad appearance ; the choir and the chapels are closed ; 
the windows have been despoiled of their colored glass ; the tran- 
sept and nave are filled with seats placed as in an amphitheatre, 
which hide the arcades, the bases, the shafts, and even the capi- 
tals of the columns of the side aisles. The ancient edifice aan 
no longer be recognized; it is degraded and mutilated, and the 
4£fect which it might otherwise produce is completely destroyed. 

Yet, even such as it is at the present day, it deser\'es exam- 
ination, and attracts attention ; its groimd-plan (Fig. 2) shows a 
certain kind of grandeur and much unity in the arrangements 
of the nave, transept, and choir, but the apse is poor, and the 
aisles surrounding the east end correspond badly with the rest 
of the building. The most curious x>^rt is the timber-vaulted 
roof which covers the nave, the weight of which rests on the 
ends of enormous bare tie-beams, which also serve to buttress 
the walls. The transverse ribs of the roof extend from aisle 
to aisle, and support the boards which form its framework; 
each of these ribs springs from a slender column or pilaster, also 
of wood, which extends down to the chapiter of the column, and 
is supported by it, its bearing being sometimes strengthened by 
a brace placed below. 

This very homogeneous structure is entirely independent of 
the main masonry; the profiles of the arches resemble those 
of stone voussoirs ; they are composed of small pieces of wood 
indented together, thus forming a rigid system, but possessing 
sufficient elasticity to yield without breaking, and without los- 
ing their shape in consequence of the movements communicated 
to the whole building by an unstable soil 



Comtmctions of tliis kind ate very ft'equent in the ecclesiaa- 
tical buildings of the Xetheilaiida. This is explained by the 
double advantage which they offer: first, in not imposing too 
great a weight pu walls erected on a bad soil, and also iu allowiog 
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arclutecta to make use of those materials which, at the time 
when the churches were erected, were found abundantly in the 
ooontry, then covered with forests which have since disappeared. 
It is true that a fire — and they are frequent here — would soon 
have destroyed the whole The timber roofs of the Groote- 
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Kerk are in good preservatiou ; they are of no older date thao 

1613 ; they are not so well constructed, and arc certainly lc£3 

' interesting, than those of other buildings of which wc shall 

have occasion to speak. The architect made his wood-work too 




rig. 4.-n* Oraoto-Kok. 

massive for the purpose for which it was intended, and there- 
fore the whole looks heavy and almost clumsy. This exaggera- 
tion of necessary solidity is, indeed, a general fault in Holland, 
■where, less than elsewhere, we meet with delicacy and graceful- 



30 



W^e see, at the entrance of the choir, an open screen in copper, 
of the Louis Treize style, of very remarkable workmanship, and 
with exceedingly rich decorations ; there is also in one of the 
chapels another comniunioD screen in copper, the tracery and 
sharp edges of which are in a perfect state of preservation. 

The building is entirely of brick, except the points of support 
and some courses placed on the external facades, which are of 
stone (Fig. 4), the white color of which contrasts strongly with 
the deep red of the bricks. The tower above the entrance was 
Dot erected till the seventeenth century; a wooden spire was 
tfaeo placed upon it, which was afterwards destroyed, and re- 
placed by the tower of several stories which we see at present 

We must remember, in order to explain the date assigned to 
the erection of the Clinrcli of St liinrence, that in the Middle 
.Ages the N'orth of Europe was far behind our French provinces, 
and that in the thirteenth century admirable cathedrals had 
already been erected in the Ile-de-France when the German 
ntces were only just beginning to construct equilateral arches. 



^^^^v_ 




We must not, indeed, expect to find in Holland ecclesiastical 
edifices such as have been so much admired in France, Italy, 
Belgium, or Spain. Kothing is to be seen there in the least 
degree approaching those admirable churches in which a relig- 
ion which appeals to the eye and the imagination has collected 
artistic treasures which every one can now see and admire. 



ROTTERDAM. 



31 



On the right band rises, high above this part of the city, a vast 
building, — the hospital, which was begun in 1844. lu conse- 
quence of their not having taken the precautious which were 
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1. Mndpal tntnnce. 
K. Entnno»-b4lL 
L Boud-room. 

4. Dinctor*! apulmenU. 

5. Ph;priciui'i room. 
0. Bath-Toom. 

7. Vapor batlii. 

S. Dnwing-room. 

9. SuiRMC 
10. Lift*. 
It Sick-mdi. . 



18, Coiridon. 

13. LibnTj. 

14. Theatre for opeiations. 

19. Prindiial haU. 

15. Warda for padent* who pa; (or ^ 

attendance. 

17. ■Witer-cloieta. 

18. KoTKi' apartments 
IV, Stor«-rooma. 






rendered necessary by the nature of the soil, the works were in- 
terrupted for four years, and completed in 1850 (Fig. 5). This 
hospital is therefore one of the modem benevolent establish- 



ments constructed id Europe. The praise ■which has been be- 
stowed upon it is doubtless somewhat exaggerated, for we sliall 
see that the arrangement of the sick-warda, an essential part of 
such a building, 19 not free from blame. 

The hospital at Rotterdam is capable of containing from 260 
to 280 beds. It is three stories high ; on the gtownd-floor are 
the surgery, the kitchen and its offices, the steam-engine, and 
other necessary appendages. The central pait is reser\'e<l for 
the officers of the institution. The two wings are devoted to 
the patients, sad sre divided into small wards, each containing 
only twenty beds, which is an excellent arrangement. But the 
dimensions of these rooms, 6, 5 X H X 4, 6 metres = 328, 9 
cubic metres (about 430 cubic yards), only allow each patient 
33 cubic metres (about 43 cubic yards), which is very insuffi- 
cient' 
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In addition to this, the wards are lighted and veutilated 
merely by a window and a half-glass door opening on a common 

1 Tba qniDtltr of air to each bed, in the HfiliiUl LuibolH^ra at Parii, It from 
M to to cubic netrei (S5 to TS cubic yanU). 
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corridor perfectly closed, aud therefore a constant cause of insa- * 
lubrity, especially during epidemics (Figs, ii and 7). 

Each ward has a dressing-room and water-closet, the walls of 
which are covered with glazed tiles, and which are ventilated 
only by means of the corridor common to all the wards. The 




floors of tbe latter are of deal, and are washed every day, 30 that 

they are perfectly clean, but at the same time constantly damp. 

The patients are raisett to the upjMsr floors by a lift, so as not 

to expose them to any inconvenience from jolting, and this also 



spates the attendants the fatigue of carrying up heavy and cum- 
brous packages. 

The Boymans Museum was one of the glories of Hollaud. It 
was burnt in 1864 This buQding, which contained the niaater- 
pieces of the Dutch school, has been re-erected, but unfortu- 
nately it has not been so easy to replace the pictorea that were 
^tioyed. 




Iff. U-SWoaofl 



The new museum is not faultless. Detached on three aides, 
it 18 in the form of a rectangle, and contains two vast halls, 
lighted from the ceiling, for the reception of pictures of large size, 
and three smaller rooms for drawings, medals, eta ; the ground- 
floor contains sculptures and more unimportant works. The 
&qades, constructed of stone brought from Belgium, at great 
expense, are well proportioned and highly decorated, but have no 
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originality. However, the building is far su^icrior to the mu- 
seums of tie Hague and Aiusterduiii- 

The ^tue of the magistrate Gyslicrt Karcl h;»s been Intely 
erected behind the jMuscum. This personage is seated in an 
arm-chair, and clothed in a robe, the folds of nliich conceal the 
details of the seat ; the sculptor has given to the figure the sim- 
plest position possible. Tlie body is leaning backwaril, and the 
legs ate crossed in a careless and natural manner, perhaps rnther 
too realistic ; but this ^vill be readily pardoned, as there is an 
entire absence of studied efTcct and pretension. 

The bronze statue of Erasmus stands ou the Gtoote "Mntk 
(Fig. 10) ; it was cast in 1622, and is very celebrated in the Xorth, 
and considered as the ninsterptece of the sculptor Keiser. Ems- 
mus is represented as standing, dmped in a loug doctor's robe, 
the folds of which cover his feet ; be holds in his hand an open 
book, which he is reading. This figure has been alternately 
much praised and greatly decrietl ; it certainly desen'es " neither 
. this excess of honor nor this indignity." It is a mediocre work, 
but it has the merit of representing a person who really seems 
to lire, to read, and to walk. 

The bases of these two statues are equally common and worth- 
leas. 

The Dutch think a great deal of their primary schools ; but 
there was nothing in their contributions to the Universal Exhi- 
bition at Paris in 1867 which seemed to jiustify their preten- 
sions, and the schools which we visited did not induce us to 
change oar opinion. The buildings, both in their external ap- 
pearance and intemnl arrangements, are far inferior to ours. As 
to the boasted neutral schools, in which children of every sect 
receive necessary instruction without any interference with their 
religious tenets, it is easily understood that they ate indispeusable 
in a country whose inhahitiints ate unwilling to admit any variety 
or fancy except in thoir religious notions; iu a country where a 
city of 100,000 souls, like Rotterdam, has seventeen dirfereut 
Beets of almost equal imiwrtauce, — Koman Catholics, Jansen- 
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ists, Kemonstmnts, Mennonitcs, Relbnned, Lutlieraas, Ai^li- 
caus, English rresbytehnns, Scotch, Jews. Greeks, etc. . 

We readily acknowledge that neutral acLools might be aseful 
in Fiance, especially io certain provinces ; but in moat cases the 
aoifonnity of religion amongst us reuders them superfluous, 
while, on account of the excessive division of religious sects, 
they are indispensable in Holland. 

The Exchange is an edifice of the eighteenth centuiy, possess- 
. ing no orcliitectural interest This large block of buildings 
surrounds a vast enclosure covered with glass, the metallic frame- 
work of which is supported by enormous cast-iron columns, 
painted to imitate atone. 

The whole is surmounted by a campanile, which was, at the 
time of our visit, surrounded by scafToldings made of small 
pieces of rough wood with the bark on ; and this excessively 
light construction reminded us of those which we see in Bome 
at the present time, — a circumstance which strikes one more 
forcibly, since the Dutch do not generally excel in the economi- 
cal use of materials. 

Holland extends her commerce over the whole world: she 
has factories at the Xorth Cape, and others in Oceania; her 
numberless vessels bring into her ports the riches of the globe, 
to be conveyed over the Continent by railways and canals. 

fiotterdam is the second, and will, it is said, soon be the first 
of her portsL The productions of the farthest East are brought 
thither by the mercantile genius of its inhabitants. Regular 
lines of sailing vessels and steamers constantly make the long 
voyage of «x thousand leagues which separate Bata^-ia from the 
Korth Sea. We see them, full and heavily laden, enter the 
deep canals of the interior, along which they pass to the very 
bouses of their owners, to discbarge their freight 

This exceptional circumstance, resulting from local arrange- 
ments, converts the whole city into a port, instead of limiting 
it to tbat portion by the side of the river i and this renders un- 
necessary at Rotterdam those immense warehouses which we see 
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in London, Mardeilles, Genoa, etc. But although each ship-owner 
haa his private warehouses and depots of merchandise, there are- 
some general establishments of this kind at the extremity of the 
Bompjes. But these dark and gloomy buildings are very badly 
placed ; the usual Dutch cleanliness is wanting, and the archi- 
tect can find nothing to admire in their constructiua 
The private dwellings of Holland differ essentially from those 








of France, which wouhl suit neither such a climate nor habits 
so different from ours ; hut, on the other hand, they are perfectly 
adapted to the wants, the manners, and the tastes of their in- 
habitants ; and in this respect the practical disiH^ition of this 
nation of merchants is especially manifested. 
The Hollander is not very sociable ; it is difiicult to form 
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any intimate acquaintance with him ; his house, closely shut up, 
18 but rarely, and only under certain circumstances, open to the 
members of his family. As soon as his business is over at his 
warehouse or his office he goes to a club, where he passes many 
hours smoking and drinking beer ; he si>caks but little, unless 
he has some direct motive for breaking the silence. His wife 
keeps the house, and brings up the children. The pleasures of 
the understanding and the mind, the love of art, are not so much 
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Qrouid-plaii of % Hoom ftt Rotterdam. 
V1f> tt.— BoMOiant. Tlf. 13. — Oroand-floor. Fig. 14.— First-floor. 

(Scale, .089 inch to the jard.) 



A. Kitchen entrance. 

B. Areft. 

C. Kitchen. 

D. Cocl-hole. 
2. WbieHrellar. 
t, Batli-room. 



O. Hall. 

H. Drawing-room. 

L Dining-room. 

J. Greenhouse. 

K. Bedrooms. 

L. Dressing-room. 



cultivated in Holland as among ourselves. Thus Rotterdam, a 
town of 100,000 souls, has no theatre ; and at Amsterdam, Avliich 
contains 300,000 inhabitaiits, there is no opera-house. 

The love of flowers, carried to such an extent in some cities as 
to become a mania, may, however, be accounted for by the very 
natural desire which these people must feel to see here and 
there around them some brilliantly colored spots breaking their 
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gray and misty horizon. This desire, perhaps, jintifies tlioir 
e.xaggemted taste for tulips of the must gaudy colurs, and for 
pink or blue houses, and induces them to paint the trunks of 
trees white and the wooden shoes of the peasants re<l 

In oi-der to satisfy these tastes and habits — which, as we 
have seen, must leave the mind and the imagination jHirfectly 
calm — the Dutchman, who loves neither change nor variety, 
who can comprehend nothing but symmetry and monot^)iiy, who 
aeeks neither society nor intercourse with his neighl>or, con- 
structs for himself dwellings arranged exactly on a uniform plan, 
with scarcely even a variation in size ; the only diflcrence which 
exists in the front of their houses is in the shape of the gables, 
which, according to the period of their construction, and the 
taste of the day, are more or less strange ; and nothing can, in 
every case, justify their grotesque forms (Fig. 1 1). 

The ground-floor (Figs. 12, 13, 14) is composed of two rooms 
of equal dimensions, separated by a partition formed of panels, 
so as slide upon each other by means of rollers, which renders it 
easy to throw both into one. Opposite to the street-door is 
the staircase leading upwards to the first floor, and downwanls 
to the basement, where are the kitchen, the room for coal or 
peat, the cellar, a bath-room, and closets. There is direct access 
to this underground portion from without, and, in order to give 
all the air and liglit possible, an area of from 3 ft. 3 in. to 5 ft. 
wide separates the front wall from the public way, and keeps 
the passer-by at a distance. The upper story comprises two 
apartments similar to those on the ground-floor, a dressing-room 
over the hall, and a closet If the house is of greater imi)or- 
tance, there is another story or even two or three alx)ve it, but 
the latter case is very rare. The attics are used for stores, and, 
in order to avoid anything being carried up or dmvn the stair- 
case, a pole with a pulley attached is fixed on the outsiile, by 
which all packages can he raised or let down. 

When the fronts of the houses abut on a canal, thev are some- 
times covered with enclosed or sheltered Ixdconios, or larj;e project- 
ing bay-windows, which produce a picturesque efloct (Fig. 15). 
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The rooms on tbe grouiul-tloot' are Iiitcudcil to be secu hy the 
public wlio pass alony tlie street, but Jo not eotev i tbe wiudowa 
of these rooma have their aill very low, and aro onianiented 
vitbJD by »tun<b full of flowers. Tlic furuiturc can tbus bo seen 
bom uitliout, and is almoat always composed of tie produc- 




ta tba Buikj «( k Cuul, Xottndam. 



tioDS of Java, China, or Japan, of objects of art or vertu, of 
Btrange forms, but of an inappreciable value and miity ; im- 
inense jais, hideoaa Bouddhos, jade vases, and unsightly bronzes 
are wen ia abundance. Kothing interferes with the view of tho 
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back room, and the mre plauts and choice tuliiis avraugcd ou the 
floor of the consemitory. A vtiry siuijilu contrivuLcu serves to 
briny the fluMera nearer to or farther from the wiuilow. 

All tbe windows are htiug with sashes, — an excellent plan 
for euubliug tbfjm to he securely closed witliuut any jucon^t-u- 




Fl(. 16 — Thg DeUt O^l^, Ri 



ience, in a country where there' is no necessity to renew tbe air 
of the apartments frequently, and where it is not only contmry to 
the usual custom to Ii>ok out of tbe window, but even to oj>eu it. 
To atone for this imprisonment, the women, who always live 
in the upper storj-, have adopted the Belgian or Swiss s/iy viir- 
ror} by means of which they can, wliilc seated within the room, 
notice all that passes iu the street. But iu rigid families tliis 
mirror is prohibited, and the women live in the rooms wliich 
look into tbe back garden. 

' A dugonnl mirror on the outaiJe, •<> pluceil u to teSect alt objecta in tlw 
■tract bebw. — Tk. 
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The use of outer blinds is a rare exception ; they are replaced 
by inner shutters or double windows. When they wish to pre- 
vent passers-by or neighbors seeing what takes place within, 
they put before the windows, on the inside, small fine wire-work 
screens, painted blue or rose-color, caUed Horrent, which allow 
them to see without being seen. 

These houses are entirely constructed of brick : the floors and 
timbers are of deal, as weU as the internal wood-work, and the 
doors and window-frames. The roofs iire covered with curved 
tUes, slightly differing in form from ours ; the bricks, which are 
generally of a deep color, measure about 8h in. X 4 in. X 2 in. ; 
they are employed in the most primitive manner, without any 
"attempt at combinations which might offer any advantages in 
the construction, or present forms pleasing to the eye. 

The highway regulations, which, with us, restrict in so many 
ways both architects and their buildings, do not appear to l)e very 
rigorous in Holknd. I^ich person builds his house in a certain 
given line; he constructs it solidly, because it is his interest to 
do so ; he renders it convenient and healthy, because otherwise 
he could neither let, sell, nor inhabit it ; but he attains this end 
without being subjected to our many regulations, which are diffi- 
cult in application, variable, and often doubtful in interpretation. 
When we leave Rotterdam we pass through the Delft gate 
(Fig. 16), built in the last century, which is considered an impor- 
tant structure in a city where there are so few. Then we arrive 
at a modem Gothic building — and such Gothic ! — which is the 
terminus of the Hague Railway. 

As soon as we lose sight of the last houses in Rotterdam, we 
find the country just as we left it on the other side before we 
entered the towns. The canals, the meadows, the flocks, the 
windmills, the roads paved with brick, return incessantly, and 
succeed each other in such a regular and uniform manner that 
one is afraid after a while of being the victim of an illusion, and 
in tempted to rub the window of the carriage in order to be as- 
sured that this invariable image is not engraved upon it 
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THE HAGUE.^ 

THE BINNENOP. — THE TOWN HALL — THE MARKET. — THE HOUSES.— THE 

MUSEUMS. 

IF the terminus where we start for Rotterdam is Gothic, that, 
on the contrary, at which we stop at the Hague is Grecian. 
One is as good as the other ; indeed, it is almost impossible to 
choose between them. 

The Hague (St. Gravenhage) is more unlike a Dutch town 
than any other in Holknd ; it has no decided character, no origi- 
nal personality ; it is the capital of the kingdom, the residence of 
the Court, a fashionable city, a favorite abode of that nomadic 
crowd, without fixed habitation, who look upon Europe as their 
dwelling-place. It has constantly offered an asylum to exiles of 
all nations; you find there enlightened, learned society, beau- 
tiful fine-art collections, and all kinds of intellectual resources. 
The natural productions are rich, and the sea is close at hand. 

The appearance of the city corresponds very well with the 
idea which one would form of it. The streets are straight, and 
there are wide avenues and squares planted with trees ; and also 
— a noticeable thing in a Dutch town — no internal canals; 
they have all been restricted to the harbor. A single piece of 
water has received tlie freedom of the city, the Vivyer, whose 
dimensions are those of a lake, and which, occupying the side of 
a vast square, bathes the walls of the Rinnenot 

The Binnenof (Fig. 17) is a palace, or rather an assemblage of 
buildings fulfilling the same purposes as that diyli Uj/izi at 

* The Hague is the town whore the Dutch nobility reside ; there is scarcely auy 
place more agreeable in the world. — Regnard, 16S1. 
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HoreBce. It is the aocient palace of tlie StadthoWere, and tbe 
cndle of the Hague, and was formerly a forti-ess sun-ounded by 
trenches. There is still no communication between it and tbe 
aty, except by three bridges. 

Installed in this vast building there are a chapel, the Treasury 
(^ces, the Se'nate, the Museum (a little beyond the aucient 
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boildinj^), two offices of the Ministry, and those of several other 
bnoches of public administration. In the midst of tbe court 
atands a building of tbe thirteenth century, intended originally 
aa a chapel, but now used ea a place where tbe public lotteiy is 
drawn, and for the exereises of the civic guard, who thus perform 
their manteuvres sheltered from the sun and rain (Fig. 18). 

The whole of the Binnenof has been several times altered and 
modified. The original buildings, which are to be seen around 
tbe' inner court, are composed of a ground-floor before which is 
ft portioov and two upper atones of a sf^uare form. 
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The materials employed are sUma and unfuced brick. It has 
been very carefully constructed, so that, in spite of time, and foun- 
dations resting on a iuo\'able and comprus-^ible soil, the general 
mass of the building has stood well, and no deterioration is per- 
ceptible to the eye ; but the appearance of tbe edifice is not 
cheerful, and it gives ono the idea of a barrack or a prison rather 
than of a palace. 




Wtf. IS. — Tb* LottaiT BkU kl th* H>ca*. 

The Lottery Hall alone relieves the whole structure. This 
little Gothic building liiakes an agreeable break in the monotony 
of the cold and symmetrical lines which surround it 

The two turrets, the object of wliich is not at once evident, were 
formerly watch-towere, commanding the flat and level country 
all around. Tlie campaniles which are above them are motlern. 

The interior of this hall has a bare wooden roof, said to be of 
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cedar ; but we could only examiue it through a broken pane of 
gkias, all our attempts to penetrate farther having been iueOectuaL 
The discussions which lately took place in I'mnce, when it 
was proposed to install the Municipal Council of Paris in the 
Luxembuig and in the projected Hotel de ViUe, give a certain 
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Oioukd-pUn and Section of the Sonata EaH at t!i3 Haffno. 
(Scaler .078 Inch to the yard.) 



A Prtsideiit's seat 

B. Secretaries. 

C. Seats of minUten. 



D. Seats of senators. 
£. Gallery for the public and the 
press. 



amount of interest to the arrangements adopted at the Hague 
in order to seat the members of the Senate. 

The hall of assembly, of which we give a ground-plan (Fig. 19), 
and a section (Fig. 20), has nothing remarkable in itself, but its 
arrangement desen'es to be noticed. On the right and left are 
the seats of the great dignitaries of the kingdom, the representa- 
tives of foreign Powers, and the public ; below, the senators, thirty- 



nine in number, are seated three by three on benches with alter- 
nate desks; these benches are placed in six rows opposite to each 
other. In the intermediate si>ace are the pre:jidcnt\s arm-chair, 
and the seats of the ministers and secretaries. This is, in princi- 
ple, almost the same ammgement as that adopted at the House 
of Commons in London. There is no tribune; the members 
speak from their places ; each one rises to ask a question or to 
reply, without making a formal speech. The senatore engage in 
conversation or discussion, rather than in an oratorical tourna- 
ment, and the affairs of the country do not suffer in conse- 
quence. 

The Dutch do not seem to value the works of art which they 
possess, so much for the pleasure which they may afford, as for 
the profit which they may derive from them. The museums of 
the Hague and Amsterdam are badly placed in third-rate build- 
ings, and the pubhc are not admitted, except on payment, — a 
custom which is observed in no part of Europe except in Bel- 
gium and the Netherlands. 

The Museum at the Hague contains on the ground-floor a 
collection of Chinese and Japanese curiosities of an exaggerated 
reputation ; and, on the first floor, a gallery of paintings contain- 
ing about three hundred pictures. The greater part of these be- 
long to the Dutch school, among which are found Paul Potter's 
* Bull," and Rembrandt's " Lecture on Anatomv." 

Although the numerous copies of the ^lasterpiece of Paul 
Potter have rendered it so well known, the impression which it 
gives us is new, because none of its reproductions have given 
the. exact proportions and the scale of the original, which is of 
the natural size; to this striking peculiarity we must add the 
excessive study of detail, and a minute care to reproduce the 
slightest accessories. Thus the spectator feels more surprise 
than admiration ; he counts the flies sciittercd over the animal's 
back, and the roughened parts of the bonis, and remains almost 
unmoved before such an exact and rigorous copy of nature. 

The " Lecture on Anatomy " is a work of a different character. 
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The spectator cannot avoid feeling a certain emotion when 

studying tlie scene which the painter places before him. A 

dead body is lying extended, the students surround it, listening 

to the lecture delivered by Professor Tulp, in corpore vili This 

is the subject, which is not in itself very attractive ; but the 

body is unmistakably a dead body ; the head of the professor 

and those of the physicians are portraits ; each is represented 

with his natural characteristics, his jisual gestures, his peculiar 

' temperament, expressed in such lively though apparently insig- 

p nificant detail, thanks to the genius of Rembrandt, as clearly 

' to show the impression made on each person present at this dis- 

. mal scene, the points in which they differ, and those in which 

they resemble each other. 

Many other works at the Hague Maseum are as remarkable 
as the preceding, without being so well known. They all have 
the same character peculiar to the genius of this people and 
this school of artists, the kst which has appeared in the history 
of art In the " Wonian at tlie Window," and the " Woman 
with the Lamp," by Gerard Dow, the " Herb-Market at Amster- 
dam," the " Musicians," and the " Huntsman," by Metzu, in the 
* Painter and his Wife," and the " Soap-Bubbles " of Miens — 
in all of them, in fact — we constantly find the same representa- 
tion of the actions of ordinary life, and of facts patent to every 
one , there is nothing ideal or elevated, nothing which strikes 
US as great Contemporary history, the remarkable deeds of 
lieioes, love, religion, or the glory of one's native country, have 
only inspired these masters with citizen scenes, treated in a 
citizen-like manner. They have felt only the material side of 
life, and nature; dreams and imagination have e^-aded their 
genius, which only shows itself in conscientious studies of sub- 
jects, at times the most vulgar and grotesque, in copies of com- 
mon models, without grandeur or elevation, in which there is 
nothing to awaken the vibration of those noble sentiments which 
Art is destined to arouse in the heart of man. 

We shall have again to return to this subject when visiting 
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the museum at Amsterdam, and shall then describe more fully 
the characteristics of the Dutch school of painting. 

Prince William proi)osed, about the year 1840, to have a pal- 
ace built for him by an English architect, — the most absurd 
palace tliat ever excited the mirth of an architect. It is said 
to be Gothic ;. but we cannot tell why. It is in every re3i)ect 
a work of folly, and beyond the bounds of reason : its turrets, 
machicolations, and half-hidden apertures cannot be described. 
The strangest thing of all is, that this grotesque assemblage is 
only an outward show, a mere decoration. Behind it is the 
veritable palace, with real walls, real windows; a palace in 
which it is possible to live and to endure life. 

In front of William's palace is a Xeo-Grecian edifice, which 
is the royal residence. 

One who was fond of finding fault with the architecture of 
the Middle Ages said one day, as he showed us a stonemason's 
shop near one of the cemeteries of Paris : " See how easy it is to 
make Gothic architecture ; it is within the reach of every mind 
and every workman." This simpleton considered funeral monu- 
ments as types of Gothic architecture. He might have repeated 
his tirade before Prince William's pakce. Instead of entering 
into a long discussion we should then have asked him to " face- 
about ** towards the royal palace, and should have cried in our 
turn : " See, then, how easy it is to construct Grecian archi- 
tecture." 

This simple story shows that neither good Gothic nor good 
Grecian architecture is easy, and that we ouglit not to employ 
either one or the other indifferently ; that, on the contrary, each 
has its raison cTetre and its conditions of existence ; that, indeed, 
at the present day, a supposed Grecian palace ought not to have 
been built at the Hague opposite to one pretending to be Gothic. 

The churches of the Hague possess little interest. The 
Groote-Kerk dates from the fourteenth centur}* ; it has lost its 
first character, and there remains no trace of the original plan 
except the large tower at the entrance. 
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The Xieuwe-Kerk is built entirely of bricks of tliffureiit forau ■ 
and (liuiensibns ; all the plain mouldings, fillets, small column^, 
»nd muUions are coustnicted of bricks of the requisite sbni^s ; 
these bricks ore not faced, and are simply jointed together, — 
a logical and reasonable process, far preferable to that which 
consbts in covering brick walls with a sufficiently thick coat to 




fix. 2L — Tb« Town Hall at tha Ba(B«. 

obtain in pLister the desired forms. We see, also, in Germany 
the former process prevalent and iu constant use. 

The To\ni Hall (Stadhuis) is of the sixteenth century, and 
nndern-ent important modificfttions about 1730. It is placed at 
the comer of two streets, and shows the traditional belfry still 
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intact, and the fliglit of steps, from the top of wliicli oi-ators uaed 
to address the people. 

The architectural details are e-tcessive and somewhat e-xag- 
gcrated; this defect, however, does not entirely destroy all in- 
terest in this little edifice (Fig. 21). 




Tlf; EZ. — nsh-maikat 




— Oronod-plan. 
I> iDrli to tbe ^rd.) 



Near the Town Hall stands the fish-market, sheltered above, 
but open to all the winds, nn arrangement not conducive to 
comfort, but evidently favorable to cleanliness and the avoidance 
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of unpleasant otlora. This market is covered with a eloping 
platform roof; the fisb-womaa stands ut tbe lower side, beLiud 
ft trough in which are the lisli ; the customer, protected from the 
lain lutd the drip from the roof, walks round under the project* 
ing port. This market, represented in persijective in Fig. 22, 
and in ground-plan in Fig. 23, is very economical, but inadequate 
for ft h»p^ city, aud yet far superior to those we find in many 
of our proviucial towns. 




rtc. M. — CooBtiT Tahkl*. 

The country people who come to the city use curious vehicles 
of Tftnished deal, omnraented with carving. HVTieii the weather 
requires it, these carriages ore covered with a linen tilt The 
driver sits on the single seat in front, the rest of the vehicle 
being intended to recei\'e packages (Fig. 24). 

The Hague has erected a statue to King William II. and two 
to William the Silent With the exception of the rider in the 
equestrian stotue of the latter kiug, which is well executed, the 
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three works are but mediocre. The uionuinDiit cixicted to per- 
petuate tlie reinembrance of the day when the indeiieudence of 
Holland was proclaimed posses.ses no very great interest ; but it 
is the most important of its kind, and on this account we give a 
sketch of it (Fig 25). 



ri»c 




in Canunnncmtlan of tba Iod>pnideoc< 



Another building also awakens political recollections, bnt suvh 
as are n-ritten in characters of Mood in the history of the Ilainie. 
This is the prison which served as the last aKnle of Barneveld 
Oliten, the chief of the republican party, who was assassinated 
in 1G17; and of the two brothers De Witt, the grand pension- 
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arica or prime ministers of Holluiid, at first tLe iiloU atiil tUeu 
tlie victims of tlie jjeople. 

FUcea that Iiave witnessed gloomy tragedies of tbis kind have 
usually changed their character and api>enrauce, and the traveller 
cannot find in them the traces of the past. The ball iu the 
Cliuteau de Blois, where the Buke of Giiise was assassinated, 
BOW richly painted and restored, certainly initpires ua with no 
laelaQcfaoly ideas ; the old prison of Cardiiial la Balue, where he 




n^ M. — Ttaw of • Bmn In 



was shut op in his celebrated iron cage, serves at present as a 
bedroom for a pretty Touraine peasant-girl ; the Castle of St 
Augelo, at Home, is covered with the joyous inscriptions of oar 
French soldiers ; iu the Tower of London delicate fair young 
Eugliab ladies gayly lay their heads on Anne Boleyn's block, 
vbile the attendant touches their white necks with the edge of 
« tin sabre. The prison of the Hague, on the contraiy, yet re- 
mains a gloomy and desolate place ; it is still the prison in all 
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its horrors ; a staircase of worn stomas, fortrcs.i..w alls, ceils insuf- 
ficiently lighted hy narrow windows so higli tliat tlie hands can- 
not reach them, and defended hy iron bars and gmtitigs; heavy 
thick doors, studded with lar^'c-beadcd nails, and closing with 
enormous bolts which slip into their sockets with a dismal 
sound ; and on the walls words of hatred and vengeance, and 
traces of the bloody hands of the wretched men wlio sought to 
defend themselves iu the last convulsions of terror and despair. ■ 





Kf. ti, _ Ortmnd-pUn. Tig.ia.-~ TinHToor. 

(8e»le, .07S Intti to tfa« janl.) 



1. HkD. 

2. Forth. 
S. Ani. 

i. DrswiBg-room. 

S. IMning-room. 



S. Winter garJ^iu 

7. Uoreing.rooni. 

8. Enrlowd bolconj (Loggja). 



ID. Dressing- room. 



The dwelling-houses of the Hague differ from those which 
we have seen at Eottcrdam, and those wiiich we sliall see at 
Amsterdam. The Hague, as we have snid, is a city of pleasure. 
The stranger who pitches his tent there thinks only of tlie means 
of passing his time agreeably. Tlie Dutchman, who retires there 
after having made his fortune by selling for seventy-five francs 
in Europe the picol of sugar or of coffee which he bought in Java 
for seven francs, hns no other care than to enjoy the riches which 
he gained so rapidly by such a lucrative trade. It is interesting 
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to observe how, without reuouucing entirely the hahits inherent 
in hia mec and the usages which belong to his nature, he posses 
from the suuibre houses of tlie Hoog-stmat or the Kalver-straat, 
&om the fetid canals of the Hokin or the Amstel, to the cheerful 




nc. tft — Daration. 
0ci1e, I'i Inch to Uh fud.) 



dveHiogs of Langevoorhout or of Princesegratcb, to the gay villas 
of the Wood or of Scheveningen. 
The bouses in the luxurious quarters of the Hague ore ]ai;ge 
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end con\euiently situated, olways auiTounded by y;irtlt;us Jillt.-d 
with brilliant flowers, and, iri proi>ortion to the means of tlie 
proprietor, adorned with external conservatories and glared imr- 
ticos, forming an outer saloon (Fig. 26). We no longer meet 
■with facades of such monotonous aud frightful uniformity as are 
Been in all other Dutch towns : the beiglit, the dimensions, aud 
even the color of almost all of these varj'. 

Still the true Dutchman, even .at the Hague, cannot renounce 
the traditions of his whole life ; and here «c give, as an example 
of this tmusformation, a house in which he has endeavoi^ to 
reconcile his old recollections with his new a^jiimtious (Figs. 27, 
28). He always separates it from the public ro;id by an ni-ea, 
which gives access to the kitchen and offices; a coverwl entry 
above leads to a liall, wliicb opens, on the right, to tlic dining- 
room, and on tlie left to the drawing-room. IMiind these rooms 
is a conservatory or winter garden; on the first tioor are tlio 
dwelling-rooms of the family; the princijial bedroom is, as a 
concession to modern ideas, ornamented with a Ixtlcony, but tliis 
balcony is enclosed on all sides, and is always kept shut, st) tliat one 
can, without being seen, notice all that passes without (Fig. 29). 

£nvirona of the Haijne. — Close by the gates of the city is the 
celebrated promenade called the Wood, for which the whole of 
Holland professes the warmest admimtiou, and which Gerard de 
Nerval once asserted to have been raised ou piles and subse- 
quently planted. 

■When the sky \a clear, and tlie sun sliincs, which seldom 
occurs in Holland, thia park is on fete days the rendezvous of 
the whole population of the city. Rich citizens, workmen in 
their Sunday clnthes, and paupers in the livery of their asylum, 
come here to listen to concerts in thoopcnair, given gratuitously 
by the military' band.<>, which are stntionnl on a small island, 
around which the promenaders pass, always going methodically 
in the same direction, without interfering with each other, and 
especially without any haste. Carriages are rarely to K- seen ; 
we remember that one day we met but two. lu one were the 



68 



HOLLAND. 



THE HAGUE. 



59 



Queen-Dowager aud the King; in the other, an odd coincidence, 
was a Frenchman who acquired a sad notoriety at the time of 
our last civil discords. 

As the royal personages passed, there was no cry, no noisy 
demonstration ; every one uncovered at their approach, whilst 
they themselves saluted the crowd with that automatic move- 
ment peculiar to crowned heads. The presence of their king 
awakened neither transports nor enthusiasm in those who were 
present, but only simple marks of regard, the testimony of the 
lespect which is due to the representative of a government freely 
accepted by the nation. This attitude, however, was very noble, 
and presented a striking contrast to the silly manifestations 
which are seen elsewhere under similar circumstances. 

It would be wrong to compare the Wood at the Hague with 
our Bois de Boulogne, since there could be no points of resem- 
blance between them. They present two entirely distinct as- 
pects, each having its own merit, but different. The soil in the 
Wood is perfectly flat and level; water is abundant; a hole 
made with a walking-stick in the ground would become a small 
welL The walks are bordered with superb trees ; the roots of 
the beeches passing down into a damp soil give to the bark and 
foliage a whitish tint, to which the rays of the sun communicate 
a quasi-metallic glistening, which is represented in the landscape 
of the national painters. 

In the midst of this park stands the royal palace called the 
•House in the Wood," a rich, citizen-like habitation, dating 
from the seventeenth century ; it contains a certain number of 
pictures and works of art of secondary interest 

Different avenues extend from the park, and are for a consid- 
erable distance bordered with villas and country houses, in 
which the rich* Dutchmen of Holland or Java come to retire and 
eiyoy themselves after their fashion. For the love of their native 
land b so great in these natures othei'wise so calm and cold, that 
whatever may be the position which they have acquired, the 
distance they may have to traverse, the hopes which have been 



realized or disapjiointed, they have always a tendency to return 
to the home" of their childhood. They resemble in this re.-pect 
the Chinese coolie, who is content to remain for five years among 
the guano heaps of Peru, in oi-der to gain enough for a burial- 
place in the soil of the Celestial Empire. 

We had an inti-oduction to the proprietor of one of these 
houses, and we went with him to inspect it. Tlie ricl»ness of 
the furniture and the objects of Oriental art which filled it 
astonished us, and our admiration made him smile. He then 
showed us some large colored photogmphic views representing 
hb habitation at Samarang, — a veritable palace entirely of mar- 
ble, surrounded by a veranda of ' teak- wood. Three distinct 
buildings, protected from the sun by a double roof, are connected 
together by long galleriQS supported by pillars of car\'ed wood ; 
these pavilions contain a dining-room, an immense vivarium, 
and a drawing-room. In each apartment there was a ventilating 
apparatus of a somewhat primitive kind, — gigantic fans, which 
a Malay, dressed in a blue robe, worked by means of a string 
passed round a roller, and which were sufficient to keep these 
vast rooms cool, whether they were oi)en or closed on two or 
more sides, according to the hour of the day. Then there were 
immense gardens filled with the productions of the exuberant 
vegetation of the tropics, — fruits whose juices are deadly, plants 
whose perfume is poison. And, to complete this establishment, 
stables for four-and-twenty horses, and rooms for eighty servants, 
whom you might see dressed in the richest costumes, and per- 
forming their \'arious functions. 

The dwelling at the Hague must have appeared poor and mean 
to this man, habituated to the lu.xury and splendor of the East; 
and yet this nabob feels occasionally that it is necessary for him 
to abandon for a while the princely life that he leads thera He 
quits his paWce, the dazzling sunshine, and the natuml luxuri- 
ance of Java, and returns with delight to revisit his little villa, 
and the fogs and tulips of his beloved Holland. He forgets his 
riches and his power, and becomes again a sim{>le citizen, the 
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modest proprietor of a little house at the Hague, in which ho re- 
sumes the habits of his race and the recollections of his childhood. 

*Have you any architects at Java ? " we asked our host, as we 
took our leave of him. 

•Yes, certainly. We have, first, the European architects who, 
imbued with the traditions of the West, come to construct there 
houses on the models which are seen everywhere in Holland or 
elsewhere ; they endeavor to recall in Java the remembrance of 
Grecian, Roman, or Gothic buildings which" they have more or 
less understood.^ The result attained is what you may suppose. 
Besides these, we have the Chinese, who do not strive to give the 
predominance to their personal tastes and their own manner of 
looking at things, but who have, on the contrary, a remarkable 
talent for assimilation ; they are, at the same time, to a great 
extent architects, engineers, and contractors. A Chinaman be- 
comes whatever he wishes ; they listen attentively to the direc- 
tions of their employer, speaking not to give him new ideas, but 
only to induce him to develop his own. A sketch, often a mere 
tracing on the ground, is sufficient, and they produce immediately 
all that you wish. Here are buildings in wood and in marble. 
Kotice how thoroughly the architects have understood, according 
to their destined use, both the materials which thev have em- 
ployed and the position which they should occupy. It is impos- 
sible not to distinguish, at first sight, that this compartment 
contains the aquarium, this the drawing-room, the other the 
&mily sitting-rooms, and the fourth the secondary apartments. 
As to the marvellous decorations and the infinite variety of in- 
ternal arrangements, it is the result of Chinese and Hindoo art 
united with the effects of that dazzling light which gilds, ani- 
mates, and thi^ows into relief the simplest objects. 

*It is wonderful, in fact; and to think that such results have 
been obtained by people whom we consider barbarians." 

The Chinese, barbarians ? Ah ! well 

^ Let TU not be acca^ of exaggeration, since we Frenchmen hare huilt a Neo- 
Gvedan palace for the Goremor of Saigon, and a Gothic cathedral at ShaiighaL 









SCHEVENINGEN. 

THE TILLAS. — THE CHURCH. 

** One can go from the Hague to the sea in less than half an hour by a reiy 
pleasant road. We saw on oar way a carriige driven by soils.** — R£gn.vro. 

A PASSAGE in a (rcsckuit is a mode of travelling still held 
in honor in Holland, and it is well to describe it to the 
reader, in order that he may avoid it. One must be possessed 
of Dutch calmness of disposition to be able to endure a trip, 
however short, in those heavy, flat, and narrow boats, towed by 
a horse along canals of thick and greenish water. You can see 
nothing, for the canal is enclosed within two ver}' high banks ; 
nothing can be heard, for there is no noise ; your travelling com- 
panions, usually inhabitants of the neighboring villages, are mo- 
tionless, fi.\ed to their seats ; they have nothing to say to each 
other, and, certainly, not much more to think al)out The men 
smoke, the women knit ; their heavy countenances, unvarying 
and without e.Kpression, show no traces of any impression or 
emotion whatever. Sometimes the boat stops, and dmws up to 
the side ; another tresckuit is coming in the opposite direction. 
It is more than a hundred yards oflT, and there is ten times as 
much time as would be required to get out of its way, and to 
avoid delay ; but it would never come into the mind of any per- 
son in this countrj' to do anything in a hurr)'. We must there- 
fore bear the inconvenience with patience, thinking with n»gret 
of the tramroad carriages which perform the journey from the 
' Hague to Scheveningen in a quarter of an hour, and of Kegnard's 
carriage' with sails, which is no longer in use except on the plains 
of Hong Kong; but still, at last, we arrive at our destination. 
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But to do justice to the ti-esckuit, it gives us oue moment of 
solid satisfaction, and that is when we leave it 

That which most astonishes a traveller when he first hinds at 
Batavia is not the brilliant shells or the fan-palms, the marble 
verandas or teak-wood kiosks. Nothing of this kind seems to 
impress a stronger so strongly as to see under this burning sky, 
and surrounded by such luxuriant vegetation, nanow and mean 
brick houses with fantastic gables, built on this new soil by 
Dutch colonists, in remembrance of the mother countiy. 

A similar, though contrary, impression awaits the traveller 
who passes through certain environs of the Hague, and goes to 
Scheveningen or Woorburg. In the midst of clumps of shrubs 
and groups of tropical flowers, raised in hot-houses and brought 
out on grand occasions, may be seen houses open to the winds 
of heaven, showing nothing but venmdas, porticos, and enclosed 
or open balconies. We ask with astonishment how such build- 
ings can be habitable under this gi-ay and misty sky. They are 
doubtless very uncomfortable; but when, by chance, a bright 
lay of sunshine lights up the landscape, the eye can see it and 

lejoice. 

We give the plan of one of these dwelling-houses, which is in 
process of construction. All of them have not been erected with 
the same care as this, and with so much attention to detail. 
Very often recollections derived from a distant country are not 
so happily carried out, and in every case this mutual transfer- 
lence of works adapted specially to climates and necessities so 
opposite to each other is not precisely satisfactor}', either to 

logic or reason. 

This villa (Figs. 30 and 31) has a north and south aspect, 
with a vievk' of the sea. On that front it has a large loggia, — 
a kind of conser\'ator}', — communicating with the open galleries 
on the lower floor; a veranda, which establishes a communi- 
cation between the apartments on the ground-floor, shelters the 
south front from the sun. On the opposite side of the house 
there is a porch, ser\'ing as a covered entry for carriages. On 
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the first floor are the family rooms, all having balconies either 
enclosed or oi)en. The two principal bedrooms show in their 
arrangement a grcat knowledge of the art of comfort ; each is 
provided with a dressing-room ; the beds ai*e placed on an eleva- 
tion in a recess formed by the pi\>jection of the partition wall, 
thus leaving a wide empty space in the room; they are also 
completely sheltered from draught, or fix)m the t<x> bright light, 
which, when reflected from the water, is mtlier fatiguing to the 
eye. If it is fine, the occupier may, without leaving his apirt- 
ment, go out into the enclosed balcony to breathe the fresh air 
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F!f. 30. — Oroond-floor. Flf. SL ^ Firtt-floor. 

(Scale, .039 Inch to Ui« ]rani.) 



IT Porch. 
2. Antechamber. 
8. Morning*nx>in. 
4. Drawmg-rooni. 
6. Dining-room. 
6. Open gaUery. 



7. aoset 

8. Bedrooms. 

9. Enclosed balcony. 

10. Dressing-rooniik 

11. Water-closets. 



from the sea ; if it is wet, he can sit at his fireside, sheltered 
from the rain and wind, and enjoy the prospect to be seen 
through his wide sash windows, which are secua»ly closed. 

The inferior apartments and the offices are placed on the op- 
posite side of the house, where the view is less intoa^sting. The 
side facing the -north has no opening, but is a dead wall, solidly 
constructed, for it was necessary on this asjMJct to l>c more com- 
pletely protected from bad weather. lustead of an onlinary wall 
of one thickness, the builder has erected two ; that on the out- 
side is about 1 ft. 8 inches in thicknes.^, and the inner wall, 
formed of bricks pLiced lengthwise, is about 4 J inches wide. 
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These two walls are separated by an intersal of 4 inches ; they 
ate connected only by ciuaa-piecea of iron jilaced at the level of 
the floors, intended to biud them together, ^vitliout, nt the same 
time, allowing any dump to be commuuicatcd from one to the 
other; the floors being supported by the inner wall, the outer 
haa only its own weight to sustain. Four narrow openings are 
made in the outside, so as to keep up a draught, and at the level 
of the ground is a small channel, hollowed like the stones of a 
gutter, which receives all the water produced by fog, and any 
damp that may have passed through the outer wall ; the papei- 
hangings of the internal wall are thus protected from all external 
influences, and remain perfectly dry. 

This syst«m of double walls is frequently employed in Pussia, 
tnd the hollow space between the two serves to conduct the heat 
supplied by warming apparatus, which thus raises the tempera- 
ture by warming large surfaces, instead of introducing heated 
•ir by a single opening, the neighborhood of which is often disa- 
greeable. 

The decoration of the interior of this villa is not less deserving 
of attention than the external arrangements. Deal is the only 
wood employed ; but, notwithstanding such simple materials, the 
result obtained is excellent, and unquestionably superior to that 
produced by the use of imitative marble and papier mach^ so 
much in fiishion with us. 

The joists of the ceiling are left uncovered ; there is a mould- 
ing on their edges, relieve<.l by stripes of color ; other bands of 
feey bright tint, traced on the joints of the boards, ser\'e to form 
tegular compartments, relieving the bright and uniform ground 
of the deal, which glistens with a thick coat of varnish. All this 
ifl very simple, but free from pretension and vulgarity. 

Fig. 32 shows the general plan adopted for the construction 
and decoration of the principal staircase leading to the flrst floor. 
The steps, string-boards, supports, and even the balustrades 
themsch'es, are entirely made of deal; some parts are simply 
moolded or car\'ed in the solid wood. 
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The details bear the impn-.is of Gotliic ideas, and have beer 
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very carefully studied ; the materials employed are only brick 
and wood, with the exception of a few pieces of Pelgian stone.' 

' For farther details, anil the ilrawincrt to wbirh irc have ilIiKlnl in ourilt'- 
•cKptioM, Kt " Hnliitiilions Sr(.ien.r«. far MM. Viollet.Ie.Joc et F^lix Ksrious 
«rehit«cte»." — VA. Morel etO, Miteiin. Pari.. 
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The village of ScIieventDgcn, wlilcli is the I>iep]>e of Holtaud, 
eoQtaioa uotliiug iutei-ciitiug except its country houses. There 
is, however, in the jNirt inhabited by fishermen, a church (Fig. 
33) which was built in the fourteenth century ; the choir was 
erected in the fifteenth ; the nave and the side-aisles are covered 
with the same roof. This church is, at present, devoted to the 
Protestant form of. worship, and has lost much of Uie interest 
which it must have formerly possessed (Fig. 34). 




-* ■» - ■ 



tig. 3S. — Qromid-plaii of Cknrclt 

(Scili, .OW lIKb to the jtnL) 

On t dune, the base of which is consolidated by a brick wall, 
m arranged three hundred boats which the fishermen drew up 
fat ahelter from a stonn of wind last night They are lying 
tber« in quiet, in perfect order, and ready to put again to sea. 
These boats are hea^y, thick, and massive, and are very unlike 
aaj that you may find elsewhere. Leeboards, fixed on the gun- 
irales by a screw, hang over the sides during rough weather, in 
order to lessen the oscillation caused by the waves. Whether this 
plan is efficacious, or likely to be advantageous to boats intended 
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for such service as these fiahiug-smacks, is very (xuestinualile; 
at all events, it apl>ears to lu that thiu cuutiivaiRu mu^t inter- 
fere with the management of the boats, and when tlie sua is 
rough prevent their rising easily over the waves.* 







n^ M. — Chuck at Schenmissca. 

The 8oa-shore at Schevcningen is ver>* curinug : there i.i an 
immense extent of fine, soft, level sand, wliich you reach, not by 

1 Thna hMnls •re, more probaHy, u»eJ to prcveut the l»«t« uiaking Iwwny 
while Biihiiig. — Tr. 
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goiDg down, but up, for the sea here is not below, but considera- 
bly, above you. The depth of water is so slight, that bathers 
make use of machines on four wheels, and drawn by a horse. 
Before the vehicle stops, you have had time to undress ; the door 
18 then opened, and you plunge into the water in a narrow space 
protected from prjiug eyes by sail-cloth. You may, indeed, by 
raising this screen, swim out into the open sea, if you wish to do 
•o. When you have enjoyed your bath, you re-enter the ma- 
chine, the horse starts afi-esh, and you have time to dress as you 
letum. 

While speaking of Scheveningen, we may mention some traits 
of Dutch life and manners which are obvious, yet worthy of no- 
tice. The roads or canals from the Hague to Scheveningen are, 
daring almost their whole length, bordei-ed by villas, the form or 
the good taste of which we do not now discuss ; but their ap- 
pearance is cheerful, smiling, and very agreeable. In front are 
hedges, flowers, grass-plots, borders filled with richly colored 
plants carefully cultivated. From the midst of these flower-beds 
the eye is charmed by the sight of the country, the beauties of 
the neighboring landscape, the pedestrians and the carriages that 
pass along. Behind these buildings is usually found a confined, 
enclosed space, very dull and uninteresting, with a ditch of stag- 
nant water, and the unfailing windmill Ah, well ! this is the 
•pot which the Dutchman has reser\'ed for his own use ; here he 
feels at home and united with his family ; this ditch, this wind- 
mlD, are a source of enjoyment to them all ; they neither see any 
one nor are themselves seen, and they are happy. As to that 
part of the dwelling left exposed to the public, it is entirely sac- 
rificed to show. The Dutchman there makes an exhibition of 
his fortune, and of the enjoyment that it is capable of aflbrding 
to him ; he satisfies in this manner his vanity and his love for 
seclusion ; for if he were actuated solely by this latter feeling, 
nothing would prevent him from concealing and at the same 
time enjoying the riches which he now exhibits to the eyes of 
ocher& 
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We have another instance of this. The sea-shore at Scheven- 
ingen is freq^ucnted during the season by elegant i)<?ople. The 
women, instead of showing themselves and making a display as 
they do in other countries, install themselves in small huts or 
summer-houses, which conceal them. They do not mix with 
each other; there is no exhibition or competition in dress, but 
they live retired and by themselves. Yet they are all rich; 
many are very rich. They often possess a peculiar beauty, pi-o- 
duced by the union of the Javanese and Dutch races, — a type 
full of contrasts : a fair and brilliant complexion with black hair, 
a dark skin with blue eyes, a nonchalant gait allied with expres- 
sive gestures. But their riches, grace, and beauty, all are con- 
cealed, and are never shown to the outer world These are 
pleasures and charms reserved for the family circle. Social life 
is reduced to that of the family. In this respect, more than in 
many others, the Dutch do not resemble ourselves. 



THE KOORNBROG. — TH8 TQWH HALL 

" Tie city of Leyden is ttie Veraailln oT HoIUdcI, by its tir of decsfed gnndrar. 
it* petfoct Mdnrss, and its Imposing solitude." — EnquiBOS. 

AT the Dutch railway-stations there are no locked waiting- 
rooms, unfortunately ao commqp among ourselves. We 
tejoiced, therefore, as we staited on our journey from the Hague, 
to be aUe to go in or out of the reft«shraeDt-room as w-e pleased. 
A grave Dutchman, our fellow-traveller, explained to us, with 
the utmost seriousuess, that such liberties could not be allowed 
to travellers in our country without exposing the French to great 
danger of accident, on account of our natural impetnosity ! 

It is indeed tnie that the inconceivaMo calmness and placidity 
with which a Dutchman entera or quits a railway-carriage is a 
•triking contrast to our haste and vivacity. But this slowness 
does not accelerate the journey ; and as the conntry to be passed 
through is Identically similar to that which yon have already 
tnveised, and as the most ftightful monotony reigns all around, 
in nature as well as in the works of man, a journey through 
these interminable meadows, filled with the same black or white 
cattle, watered by the same canals, interspei^d with the samo 
windmills, soon becomes very tedious. 

Here we are nt Lcydcn at last, with its encircling canals, its 
green houses, its bcnj*, and its souvenirs of the Anabaptists, the 
Elzevirs, and the famous siege of 1574, during which the be- 
■iegeTS employed pigeons to convey news. 

When we first saw Leyden we thought it dull and solitary ; 
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but afterwards wo vbited Utrecht, and now Leyden secm.-t in 
our rucuUeutiuud full uf lifu uud auiiuutiuu. It is imltcd uu in- 
teresting towu, commanded by a ruined foiti*cS:i, which is coeval 
■with its earliest days. The.w ruins are all tliut remain of t)ic 
old burg, the foundation of which is attributed to the Iioman.s, 
and which, on the top of a hill fifty feet high, — one must be in 
Holland to call such a mole-hill a hill, — conmiaudcd a vcrj* 






Fif, S — Tiaw of Ik* Eoornlmi at LtjCta, 

strong position on the Rhine ; a position unimportant at the 
present time. 

We expected to find in the " bury " of Lcvdou some souvenin* 
of the castles on the Rhine, and some rcscnibhincc to tlieiu ; but 
these ruins arc not ver}- interesting, and arc now convcrteil into 
a caK and refreshment-rooms. Tlie keep, which is still stand- 
ing, bos just been repaired, and from its battlements you can see 
the city and the en%-irons. 
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At the foot of the castle is the Koombrog (a covered bridge), 
in vfaich we do uot find the character and origiuality^ seen ia 
buildings qf the same kind iu Switzerland and Italy (Fig. 35). 




riC, K— Tte Town BaU at Laribo. 

The Town Hall is the most ancient building in Leyden. It is 
a large edifice of the sixteenth century, and has a high flight of 
steps, which serve as an extemporaneous tribune for popular 
matora The details of the faqade are bad ; the statues, pinna- 
cles, balustrades, and other forma of decoration affect grotesque, 
diatotted, and exaggerated shapes (Fig. 36), which show what 
kind of baildings were erected there at the time of our "le- 
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Beyond Leyden the road crosses a bridge over a yellow and 
muddy stream, — tjie old liliine (the Ouile Kijn), as iLc Dutch 
call it Poor noble river, which, after having rushtid over the 
, toclu of the Orisons, formed the cataracts of SchaQ'hausen, and 
extended itself in all its majesty at Cologne, finishes its course 
sadly between the two walla of the quay of a caual, or disap- 
pears amongst the mud-bauks of Northern Holland. 
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HAARLEM. 

Va mOOIE-EERK. — THE SEiUBLES. — HEAD-DRESSES. 

'* bi the Tory place where you now see a Tillage ships of considerable burden 
to aaO, acarcely twenty years ago." — Van Outade. 



BEFORE we reach Haarlem we pass by the " polders," the 
fonner site of the lake of Haarlem. This inland sea, 
eleven leagues in circimiference, with difficulty protected from 
the North Sea by dunes insufficient to resist stormy weather, 
was subject to real tempests, to terribly high tides, which more 
t b^n once threatened Amsterdam itself It was therefore neces- 
sary to restrain this dangerous neighlx)r, and this was no trifling 
matter. The first proposals of this project were made during 
the sixteenth century. After having been long abandoned, it 
was reconsidered subsequently to the terrible inundation of No- 
vember 9, 1836, but not undertaken till 1840. 

This gigantic enterprise included, not only the dniining of the 
lake, but the execution of many preparatory works of almost as 
great importance as the principal operation. 

It was first necessary to throw up round the lake or sea of 
Haarlem a double dike, inclosing a ring canal with a towing- 
path, and a weir, emptying itself into the North Sea. The 
water pumped out was poured into this canal, and thence 
nn into the sea Locks constructed in the canals prevented 
the return of the sea at high tides, and kept it in stormy 
weather from filling the channels and flowing back into the 
lake. 

Having ascertained by repeateil soundings that the mean 
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depth of the lake was alx>ut thirteen feet, they calculated th:it 
the quantity of water which it contained might Ixj estirn:it»Ml 
at 947,000,000 of cubic yards. It was necessary to ad<l to tliis 
laige amounf the water brought by rain or by intiltnitif)ns fivm 
the soil, — about 47,000,000 of cubic yanls, — deduction having 
been made of the loss by evaporation, M'hich is not very consitl- 
erable in a countr}' where the atmosphere is constantly siitumtetl 
with vajwr. 

Three steam pumping-engines were employed, and were suf- 
ficient for this work, which only lasted three years and three 
months, in spite of unforeseen difficulties, and complications in- 
separable froia the execution of such an undeitaking. 

The most important of the machines used for this purjiose 
was the Leeghwater, which is still at work, and which, by means 
of eleven lifting tubes, raised at once, at each stroke of the pis- 
ton, the enormous weight of 14.'>,200 pounds of water. 

The expense of this enterprise comprised, first, the actual ex- 
penditure for the drainage itself, and then that of keeping up 
and repairing the dikes, canals, and dmining-engines still neces- 
sary in onler to insure tlie wholesome condition of the land. 
The practical turn of mind of the Dutch succeeded in covering 
the first outlay by the sale of the land reclaimed from the sea, 
and in reducing the second so as not to exceed the sum allotted 
previously every year for the construction and repair of dikes 
intended to protect the province from the encroiichmeuts of the 
sea of Haarlem. 

The surface •of land devoted to agriculture by this operation 
is about 44,480 acres, now in full working ortler, and remarkably 
fertila Villages have been built on this reclaimed huul. In- 
stead of liquid plains, we see solid green meadnws ; trees, houses, 
and churehes now rise where fonnerly ships floated.* 

But every medal has its reversa Wlien the tnivcllor passes, 
on a hot diy in summer, and looks on what was formerly the 

' A timilar, bat much leM important, work is on the point of bving executed 
in Fnmce, at St Louis du Kkone. 
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lake of Haarlem, be sees heavy vapota rising from the soil, 
monhy exhalationa issuing from this muddy'land; and if he 
Aonld linger, lie will bood feel the sad shivering fit which is the 
precursor of fever. Nature seems to try to make man pay for 
hia rictoiy, and to take revenge for the struggle in which she 
baa been conquered. 

This strife is without any truce ; and in order to understand 
that socb mus( he the case, we have only to remember that 
almost all the soil of Holland is below the level of the sea. 
Thus, takingthe level of Amsterdam as a base, — an assumed line 
to which the situation of other cities may be referred, — we find 
that Kotterdam is ten feet and a half below the level of the 
soifaca of the Meuse at high water, and the environs of Leyden 
and Haariem ore more than eleven feet below the level of the 
North Sea. The only aim of the Dutch must therefore be to 
" bridle the fury of the waves " ; and one of the characteristic 
tiaits of the persevering and industrious disposition of this 
people ia tbot they have mised immense dikes to protect 'all 
tl» most Uneatened parts, and constructed them in wood aud 
in granite, in a country which possesses neither quarries nor 



Haarlem is especially distinguished for its love for tulips, and 
for the large organ in the church dedicated to St Bavon. 

The rage for tulips has somewhat subsided A bulb which 
formerly cost five thousand florins may now be bought for two 
hundred, which ia still a considerable price. But the love of 
flowers has not diminished at the same time as their value, and 
the gardens in the environs of Haarlem are still the most-beati- 
tifiil that can be seen. Gardeners go thither from nearly every 
* part of Europe to supply themselves with rare plants, and the 
flower-beds round the city form a brilliant border full of bright- 
neas and perfume. 

The church of St. Bavon, or the Oroote<Kerk, which contains 
the organ, tbe great curiosity of Haarlem, is a building especially 
lemarkable for its great dimensions (Fig. 37). The nave and 



the choir were built in 1472 by Albert of Bavaria, Duke of 
Holland. The spire is not so old ; it was not erected till 1516. 
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When we compare this church, one of the most important in 
Holland, with those constnicted in France at the same period. 



■we see what progress we had already made, and what results we 
bad obtained, whUe our ncighboi-s, gaming hints from our works, 
■were only feeling their way by copying us unskilfully. 

A special urtan^jement in the churches of Holland — and on 
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which we must dwell as it gi^es them a character entirely dif 
feieot from ours — is the substitution of a timl«r suited roof 
for those built of stone or bncki without any other mod fication 
(hao that which the suppression of flying buttrasses may have 
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caused in the lower parts of the structure ; while tlip grouiid-plmi, 
the section of the pillars, and the nature of the materials, have' 
the same couditiom of Feaistancc as if they had been intended 
to support heavy roufd of niasoui^'. 

One miyht be induced to aupjrose that the Dutch architects 
had taken the idea of their building!) from those of otlier coun- 
tries, or rather that they had copied them as far as the spring 
of the vault ; but that, having anived at this point, fearing, on 
account of the nature of the soil, the heavy weight of stone roofs, 
they had substituted for them vaulted roofs of wood. 
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The organ of the church of St. Uavon nt Haarlem is enclosed 
in a very rich case, of which Fig. 38 will give some idea. It 
was bxiilt about the year 1736, and it enjoys a celebrity which 
may he justly rivalled by the perfection of our moilcm instru- 
ments. A simple ivinark, however, will show its iniiNH-tancc. 
The organ of the Abley of SL Denis, built in 1841, and which 
is well known throughout France, contains only 4,500 pipes, 
while that of Haarlem hi:s 5.000. 
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The OQpper chandeliers at St. Bavon are Flemish. They have 
teen wrought with the greatest care, and the style is very sim- 
ple; tut the thickness given to the metal scrolls injures the 
effect of the whole, and gives them a heavy appearance (Fig. 38). 

Before the Grwte-Kerk stands the statue of Laurence Coster, 
who is said hy the inhabitauta of Haarlem to have anticipated 




lis. «.— tb* Old Shublo 



Gateobe^ in the discovery of printing. Close by is seen the 
SUdthoQse or Town Hall (Fig. 39), built of brick, about the year 
1630, if one may trust to the date inscribed above the door; but 
Ae style of architecture seems to indicate an earlier period. 
This edifice has undergone modifications and additions which 
bars altered its original form. The priocipal building, standing 
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[ the more modem erections, has in front a very elevated 
flight of steps. The fai^odc, having an open halcOuy, shows a 
simplicity rare in Holland, and contrasts strongly with the 
neighboring structure, the Old Shambles (Fig. 40), a Simitisli 
and Hindoo edifice of a most grotesque appeamuce. The swollen 
pyramidal turrets, the frieze, ornamented with the licads of aui- 
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Tig. <L — Tha Anutsrdun Oat* at Hjuulam. 

mals, the red color of the bricks, and the white tint of the stone 
or of the parts covered with plaster, produce altogether an effect 
irhich is characteristic, but only moderately pleasing. 

The ramparts which formerly defended the town are now 
nearly demolished. One of the gates is still standing. It ia 
a solid structure of the fifteenth century (Fig. 41). 

When we had gone over the city, we were invited to attend a 
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very curious meeting, of which the reader will be glad to hear 
soiAe particulars, for it was called for the purpose of deciding on 
a oompetition for the plan of a building, and there never was in 
•France among architects a more iondjide competition, t 

A neighboring town, wishing toerectan^elegiint fountain in a 
publk square, asked for plans and tenders for the work. Several 
architects and sculptors answei-ed this appeal The decision 
• was^ m^e. Of course, every one was very discontented except the 
snccessful candidate ; but this was not all. Each of the others 
declared that the judges had not adhered to the conditions of 
the plan laid down, and that he had fallen a Wctim to the strict- 
ness with which he had observed the required conditions, etc., 
etc., — such protestations and complaints as are always sure to 
be made in ca.se of a competition, whether it takes place in Hol- 
land or in France, and which we have always known to recur on 
every occasion. Thus far there was nothing new ; but at this 
point the novelty commences ; for, after the decision, the judges 
are expected to give a public account to the competitors of the 
motives which decided them, and which caused them to incline 
to the right hand or the left. •""-.' 

This account was to be given at the meeting to which we 
were invited. 

It was a very interesting occasion. The competitors were 
numerous. Each one claimed the right of putting two questions 
to the foreman of the jury, who replied, after having consulted 
with his colleagues. There could, therefore, be no decision with 
doaed doors, no influence of party or position. A therefore could 
not give his vote to the son of B, on condition that B should, on 
the next day, vote for A. 

The questions proposed- were of courise clear, precise, expressed 
in very good terms, and with the calmness and good temper 
which a Dutchman always displays, and which require a cate- 
gorical answer, free from circumlocution and subterfuge. It 
was not snfficient to say to an unsuccessful candidate, "I con- 
aider yptir plan a bad one.**; for he demandsjmmcdiately why 
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and in what respect this judgment has been formed, and he has 
the right to expect an answer. 

• Thus> having been, closely pressed by one of the 'candidates, 
the. president made the following reply : — 

• "A programme cannot always be literally carried out; we 
must interpret the spirit of it This is a majtter of tact and 
judgment. Suppose, for. example, it was proposed to study the 
arrangement of a floor of a building consisting of four rooms. 
Among those who send in plans, the first places his apartments 
behind each. other. He fulfils the conditions, but the armnge- 
ment is bad. Another divides a rectangle into four parts. He 
also fulfils the programme ; and yet his solution is no better than 
the former. A third, however, makes his four rooms iudepen- 
'dent of each other, by means of a halL His project is a good 
ona Would you accuse him of having violated the conditions 
because he has introduced another element, the hall, which was 
not specified ? For my part, I should not hesitate to give him 
the preference ; and it is a consideration of this nature which has 
caused the rejection of your plan. You have complied faithfully, 
but in a servile manner, with the conditions imposed. Another 
has understood and interpreted them better ; he has been more 
intelligent and sHilfuF, and has justified the preference which 
has been given to him." 

There was no replying to this argument, as it was stated in so 
simple and modenite a manner ; and, indeed, this mode of dis- 
cussion, by immediately adducing an apposite example in order 
to render the demonstration more striking, is quite in keeping 
with the upright and practical disposition of the Dutch people. 
. Why could not we follow this example ? Is it not in accord- 
ance with our disposition ? I see no reason, at least, that we 
should not try it; and if it should become a regular custom 
among ourselves for architects to be called upon to compete with 
each other, by supplying designs for public works, a plan much 
to be desired, it would be necessary, in order to encourage this 
innovation, to surround the decision with every possible condi- 
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tioQ of impartiality ; ami, uDquestiooably, the beat means of 
effecting this is to give each candidate an opportunity, on the 
day following the decision, to ask the judge the reasons for his 
preference without its being possible for him to refuse to reply, 
or to shelter himself behind the opinions of his colleagues, as 

was the case at , where an unfortunate competitor showed, 

one day, letters of condolence received froia his four judges, each 
throwing npoo the others the responsibility of the decision at 
which they had arrived. 
On the walls of the ball in which we were assembled hung 
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some pictures, bod enough in themselves, representing the dif- 
ferent tyiws of head-dress of the Dutch women, — fashions which 
have alreaily become obsolete in towns, but are still preserved 
in tlie Tillages in certain provinces. Our sketches C^igs. 42, 43, 
and 44) may give an idea of some of them. 

The women of the southern part of Holland (Fig. 42) ornament 
the bead with bands of goM and silver, secured under their caps, 
and terminating in a kind of spiral horns, often adorned with 
ptedoofl stones or rich enamel 
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In the North of Holland (Fig. 43) the head-dresses worn by 
the women are very rich and complicated. The hair 14 cut short. 




n» a — Bmi^nn of Uw Womn of Korth Bttllind. 

•ltd covered with an nnder-cap of white satin, trimmed with 
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Uftck embroidery. Over this cap is worn a pad, which supports 



86 



HOLLAND. 



AMSTERDAM. 



87 



a broad circular band, having plates of metal attached to it, and 
adorned in front with the usual antennae. Servants wear these 
ornaments made of silver ; richer persons have them in gold. 

In addition to these, there is fixed in the hair, at the top of 
the head, what is called the fo'rehead\ hair-pin. The married 
women wear the larger end of it on t|lie right, the unmarried 
girls on the left. We may also add tlhat rich citizens' wives 
cover the whole with a bonnet trimmed with flowers (Fig. 44) 
brought from Paris or London, and the eflect is as droll as can 
be imagined. 

The journey from Haarlem to Amsterdam is not a long one. 
We can see at intervals the gulf of Y. The railroad passes 
through a district full of country-houses of the most cheerfid 
aspect, but built with little variety. We soon .enter a Grecian 
building, — the terminus. The courtyard adjoining is fiUed with 
omnibuses gilded and painted in gaudy colors. We pass under 
a gateway, a kind of triumphal arch with Corinthian columns, 
and we are in Amsterdam. . 
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AMSTERDAM. 

TM HOUSES. — THE NIEUWE-KERK.' — THE ODDE-KERL — THE WESTER-KERL — 
THE KATOLIK-KERK.— THE CRYSTAL PAUCE. — THE AMSTEL-HOTEL— THE 
MONTALBANS-TOREN. 

"sAmon'O 500,000 men living in Amsterdam, there is not one who is i<Uc or 
poo^' not one fop, nor one who is insolent.'* — Voltaire. 

"Amsterdam is built on herring-bones." — Dutch Provekb, - seventeenth 
century. < 

INNUjMERABLE canals covered with vessels ; a port dug in 
mud ; a yellow sea which wears away its slimy shores ; a 
soil reclaimed from the water by an incessant struggle ; a calm, 
laborious population ; enormous ships going and retumiug in the 
midst of a mass of uniform, dismal houses, .always closed ; large, 
low, stunted public buildings, without any decided outline ; no 
cries, no songs ; people who go on their way without any haste ; 
going out and coming back with unalterable placidity ; the same 
identical expression on every countenance; round faces, with 
a white and red complexion; behind the windows immovable 
figures, looking as if benumbed. This was what our first walk 
through the city revealed to us ; and yet we have, often heard it 
compared to Venice. Alas ! where is the blue lagoon ? where 
the gdy songs of the gondoliers, the Square of St. 3^Iark, and the 
piazza ? Where can we find anything to remind us of that active, . 
lively population, content with the sunshine and their free and 
easy life ? - . 

It is morning. The city awakes. E&ch inhabitant goes to 
business, leaves his dwelling, carefully closing the door. The 
children go to school without noise, without any hurry or dis- 
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turbaoce. Tbe servants and housewives, amied Avitli Lirge 
InKims and gifjastic sponges, wash, rub, and poliali the fronts of 
the bouses, the footpaths, and the bricks which pave the streets. 
The houses lesemUe those which we have already seen ; and 
the details into which we have entered, when speaking of those 
of Bottenlam, need but little smpliKcatioa 
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HoBand produces scarcely any buildin;; materials, except mud. 
But this, dried and burnt, becomes brick, and thus forms the 
constituent element of evety structure. 

These bricks are not laid, as in some countries, with studied 
care, and with varied combinations of form and color. The 
Ihitch mind is opposed to such labor, such an innovation. The 
bricks ue tiuplj piled upon each other ; the lintels of the doors 
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and windows are of iron or wood; the bricks follow, withunt 
interruption, their ivguliir lines, ouly stojipcd at each oi)ciiiDy 
by the wooden framework that surrounds it; and, at Iiut, afttjr 
one or more stories, they crown the building with a grotosfiuc 
gable, the top of which is often decorated with a piueiqiplu, a 
vase, or a vulgar piece of sculpture. 

All these houses follow ettch other in intcmttnahle lines. 
They are all alike ; they have no distinct characteristics. They 
differ from each other in no special and individual asjicct, and 
can only be recogni/x-d by some variation in the shape of tbe 
gables ; so that we have often wondered how the inhabitants of 
certain streets of Amsterdam and London, where the same uni- 
formity of plan is adopted, can distinguish their houses from 
those of their neighbui-s. 

lu the plan of these houses there is no more variety than in 
their facades. On the ground-floor is a long passage serving as 
a vestibule ; at the farther end are the stairs ; at the side, the 
dining<room and drawing-room, separated by a movable purti- 
tioa On the first floor are two bedrooms, each with a dressing- 
toom. If the house is of suflicient im^xjitauce, there is another 
floor above arranged in the same manner; and over this, ou the 
upper story, the nursery and the servants' rooms. In the base- 
ment there are the kitchen and several important offices, for 
good cheer is fully appreciated in this humid climate. In the 
attics are store-rooms, intended to contain all kinds of prorisions 
and articles for domestic use, since ceUais are impossible in such 
a permeable soil At tbe top of tlie gable a pulley U attached 
to a horizontal piece of wood, by means of which a l^isket can 
be raised or lowered with pack.iges, so as to avoid the incon- 
venience and injury which might be occasioned by carrying 
tliem up and dowu the stairs within. 

In some cascsr however, the houses built during the last cen- 
tury show greater variety in their faqades and evince a certain 
amount of taste, and arc therefore not destitute of interest. 

We give, in Figs. 47 and 48, the ground-plans, and in Fig. 46 



tbe elevation of one of the houses construtttd ou the ^leu«e 
Mart What la especially worthy 6f ob-senation in this house 
is not the general plan adopted m the decoration but cettaiu 
special anangemcuta made by the builder ivhich nnnifest a 




eonstiiestioiis endeavor to carry out the proposed phn in all its 
drtails, and to lea^e nothing unfoi-eseeiL Thus we see beneath 
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the cornice placed at the biisc of the yiible openings iilwui seven 
inches square, inteuded to receive the ends of poles by which 
scaffoldings may be supported, when reciuired for the piirjKJse of 
cleaning the frontage, pointing the bricks, or otherwise reiMiriug 
the front of the house. ' These hgjcs are usually closed by u 
small stone, by a teira-cotta oi-nament, or siuij.ly by the end of 
the pole, the i-est of which is concealed iu the attic. 

In the business stieets the houses are of a different form. 
The shops occupy the gi-ounJ-floor ; the ujiper stories, of which 
there are never more than two or three, serve as store-rooms or 
lodgings for the ti-adesnien. The outer door opens directly ou 
the street The arrangement is almost the same as with us; 
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with this difference, that the shops are often separated from the 
public way by an open, covered space, forming a recess in the 
fiDnt wall, and supported on pillars of the height of tlie ground- 
floor. Tliis space, forming a kind of porch, fiicilitatcs the en- 
trance to the shop, and gives passera-by an opportunity of ex- 
amining quietly the articles exposed for sale, without interfering 
with the traffic or blocking up the pavement; but it bns this 
inconvenience, that it darkens the ground-floor fFig.^ 49 and oO). 
Such of those houses as arc used for taverns, breweries, or 
ftoeUdes" (nearly the same as our ca/^a or '' errch-*"), geuemlly 
have the flour sunk below the level of the street, and are divided 



into two parts, — one for the public, the other resen'ed for cer- 
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tain privileged ciistomera.* We may see, tlirough the windows, 

> Tho* toebHa, or plwei of retort, often 'beaz reiy pretenrioos nurnw, incli »s 
Pradencr, Wltdom, Ftiendihi[s and Virtue. 
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the frequenters of the rooms, sitting ajiart, imraovaUt) in tlieir 
places, each at his little table, drinking and smoking, without 
exchanging a word, and without seeming to have a single idea 
to express. 

These rooms, such as they are, correspond exactly with the 
needs of their tDhabitauts, and the requirements of their do- 
mestic and unsociable life. 

Land is so scarce in Aiiisterdam that fresh buildings cannot 
be constructed, and it is an almost insurmountable difliculty for 
a new-comct to establish himself. Each inhabttaut lives in his 
own house, and it is only when he dies without heirs, that any 
one can hope to procure, not indeed the house which he would 
piefer, but that which falls vacant. It is true that they are all 
flo much alike, that choice is of no great importance. 

When a house falls into ruins it is rebuilt in the former man- 
ner, without modifyiug either the details or the dimensions. 
This plan, though excellent for pre3er\-ing the unchanged ap- 
pearauce of the city, is not exactly conducive to the develop- 
ment of an architect's iningination. Yet an opportunity pre- 
sented itself, and was quickly seized by one of our brethren, to 
whom was intrusted the construction of some houses to be 
erected in a spot recently reclaimed from the sea.' 

These modem houses are of an entirely different character 
fix>m those which we have already described, and show an in- 
contestable progress; fur, bcsid&s the talent which their con- 
structor has manifested, he must have displayed considerable 
energy, and have had great influence over his fellow-countrj-- 
men, to induce them to adopt the new ideas and plans which he 
desired to cany out. 

We give two tjpes of these dwellings. First, a group of 
houses erected in a sort of enclosure, and surrouuded by a gar- 
den; and then another kind of buildings, with narrow fronts 
more conformable to Dutch tradition, with an area before and a 
garden behind. 

* U. CiiTpera, architect at AnKtenlam, Conocillor of the CoTtmmeDt for HU- 
torical Public Building*. 



The first type (Figs. 51 aud 52) comprises three dwelling- 
houses united, yet each distinct in itself. On the ground-floor 
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of each of them aw two sitting-rooms, one behind the other ; in 
the tttsement are the kitchens, and on the Brat floor the hcd- 
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looins; in fi-unt is a pui'ch sheltering tlie doorsteps, und fonaing 
a balcony above. Thuse balconies aid open, — an an-augenicnt 
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which a Piitchman woiiM certainly not have perniitled in ft 
street where there avo many passers-by, or on a frequented 
canal, but which he has- tolerated in the midst of an enclosed 
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space. Vi'e are, however, assured tbat a young lady would 
never come and lean od the taib of this balcony. 

AVitfaoat further reference to this prudery, which loses much 
of its importance since the house ia intended for foreigners, wo 
must, however, admit that, in a climate as damp as that of Am- 
sterdam, an enclosed balcony is preferable to one open to the 
winds. 

The details ore well carried out The bricks, the constituent 
materials, are employed in various combinations. Glazed tiles. 
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painted of different colors, placed in the gables, enliven the gen- 
eral aspect (Fig. 53), and produce a pleasing effect, especially 
when contrasted with the neighboring buildings. 

The second example possesses less originality. It is too nar- 
tow, like the homes of this country, with an area in front, two 
looms, one behind the other, on the ground-floor, with a garden 
behind, and then two bedrooms on the next floor (Figs. 54 
and 55). 

The fii^des (Fig. 56) show well-defined outlines and original 
comlnnatioDS. The well-staircase, constructed in the inner part 
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of the house, is unusual in Auistfrdiim, The pliin is carefully 
reasoned out, and the imiteiials are well cniployed, considering 
their nature. 

It mast, hoM-ever, he remarked how conscientiously tlic archi- 




tect has prescned, in the buildings which lie has erecti'd, cven-- 
thing which appeared to him excellent and useful in those which 
preceded him, at the same time that he used new materials in 
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new forms.. For this reason he did not hesitate to have lan^e 
gables in front, and to utilize the valuable attic floor by means 
of a lai^ opening and a common pulley. He did not conceal 
the holes intended to receive the scaffold-poles for repairs, while 
he contrived to make them subservient to the decoration of the 
fiEu^ades. But, though a thoughtful and sensible inventor, he 
would not, through the desire of novelty, substitute Italian ter- 
races for pointed ix>ofs, and stucco or imitative stone for the 
excellent bricks which he had at his disposal ; but he remained 
true to the old traditions while he endeavored to brinir them to 
perfection. 

Indeed, a work progresses, an art is perfected, only by gradual 
advances, by taking time to draw conclusions slowly from study 
and thought, and by never taking one step forward until the 
preceding one has been accepted. Sudden transformations, 
hasty and rapid changes which take into account neither re- 
ceived ideas, nor the lespect due to the productions of our pre- 
decessors, excite party hatred, cause mistrust and fear, and 
usually end in a revolution, and then in the reaction which is, 
unfortunately, almost always the fatal resiUt. 

But to return to the dwelling-houses of Holland, and to con- 
clude our description of them ; it would be interesting to study 
the habitations constructed by the German, as compared with 
tboee of the Latin, races, in order to ascertain by what means 
each of these races, so opjxjsit'e in their tastes, and differing so 
much in their requirements, have been able, wherever they have 
established themselves, to construct dwellings adapted to their 
wants, their manner of living, as well as the nature of the 
climate and the materials which they had at their disposal. 
We have hitherto been able to toucli but slightly on this sub- 
ject, the further development of which would have too long 
detained us ; but we shall have occasion to return to it, and to 
complete our remarks by fneans of examples collected from 
other countries. 

The public buildings of Amsterdam are not numerous; but 
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they are not without interest, more especially since they allow 
lis to make useful comparisons with our own. 

The square called the Dam ^ is the centre of the activity, the 
business, and the life of all the city. The most crowded and 
frequented streets tenninate there, and the most important 
buildings of Amsterdam have been erected round it, — the Ex- 
change, the Koyal Palace, and the Nieuwe-Kerk. 

We may notice, en passant, the conscientious care with which 
the Dutch guide-books state how many piles the foundations of 
the public buildings have required, and the evident pride with 
which they name certain numbers, as if the interest inspired by 
an edifice were in direct ratio to the quantity of piles driven in 
to support its walls. 

The Exchange (whose foundations required 34,000 piles !) is a 
kind of Grecian temple, massive, square, and heav)', of sad and 
sombre aspect, the construction of which dates from the year 

1845. 

The Royal Palace, erected in the seventeenth century to sen-e 
as a town-hall, is sustained by only 14,000 piles ! This building 
is regarded as the finest in Holland. It is well situated, and 
produces a good effect. Its architect, whose name is kno^\^l, — 
Jacob van Campen, — was imbued with Italian ideas ; but he 
was still a Dutchman. His methodical, regular disposition exer- 
cised an influence over the result of his studies of the buildings 
of another country, constructed during another age. The gen- 
eral plan adopted is cold and monotonous. The symmetry of 
this immense facade of 110 yards in length is fatiguing both to 
the sight and the mind. There is nothing to attract or arrest 
the eye, as it follows the long lines of architecture scarcely 
broken by the insufficient projections of the extreme wings and 
of the main central building. Fortunately, however, the profile 
of the campanile slightly relieves the regularity of the lines of 
the roof. n* 

* The wonl Dam means dike. AmsteUlam — whence comes Amsterdam — 
signifies the dike of the Amstcl, on which the city id huUt. 
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The basement is so low that it ia scarcely noticed. Two high 
•tones, each having a lor^e and aumll window of the same char- 
acter, the one placed above the other, alone attract tlie attention, 
but are unpleaa n^ on a coun of he repe on of he sa ne pro- 
portions the some orders and the same detaUs. There s a stUl 
greater feult There is no project on n the main front of the 
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bonding to distinguish the entrance. One cannot understand 
bow those seven low, half-hidden doors can give access to such 
an immense pahice (Fig. 57).» 

The interior contains many fine rooms, moat of them veiy 
bigbly decorated, and some filled with valuable works of art. 

■ »»• adncatct of lymbotic trchitectnTe Emagine that there ia ux •lliuiaa In 
«••• KTW doon to tbe tereii naitcd ptoTincea, 
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They are well adapteil for receptions and public cemtuoiiies. 
The great staircase reminds us of the granilour and the pniji'ir- 
tions of those of tlie Geuousc palaces. That whicli is most 
striking in these saloons is the furniture. A Frenchinao recig- 
oizes there, even in the most minute details, that of the ])crii)d 
of the Empira In fact, when in' former times France gave 
kings to Europe, she one day placed Louis Kapoleon on the 
throne of Holland, and, by way of doing things thoroughly, she 
sent all his furniture with him. This has remained intact The 
chairs have crossed legs, the bedsteads arc ornamented with 
aphinx-heads, the carpets and hangings represent the e.\ploita 
of Homer's heroes ; the coverings of the chairs and Sofas came 
horn Lyons and Beauvais, the porcelain from Sevres. 

In spite of its dimensions and its splendor, this palace, with- 
out gardens and with no courtyartls except those connected 
with the domestic offices, cannot be a pleasant dwelling-place ; 
and we can easily understand that the King of Holland prefers 
to live in the royal palace, or the " House in the Wood," at the 
Hague. 

Holland can scarcely be said to have existed at the time 
when the public buildings of the Roman epoch were con- 
atructed in France. Thus edifices erected at the commence- 
ment of the Middle Ages are rare, and those that we meet with 
acareely date so far back as the fourteenth or fifteenth century. 
Their types were all found in Khenish architecture, or in thi;t 
of the Ile-de-France ; but the application which has been made 
of these forms and these recollections admits of nmch discus* 
aion. The feeling of due proportion and delicacy of taste ore 
wanting, and they Iiave not always made a hapjiy choice of 
models. Sometimes, and even more generally, the model has 
been imperfectly iraijated, or subjected to a kind of adaptation, 
so that the original idea is no longer to be found, scarcely even 
to be remotely recognized ; and it requires excessive cumplai- 
saoce, even in ft T)utch archaeologist, to admit that a certain 
church resembles Xotre Dame de Purls or the Cathedral of 
Amiens. 



Jfeverthelesa, aaclx as they are, and precisely on account of 
what they are, and of the cUfferencca which distinguish them 
ftom ours, the ecclesiastical buildings of HolLrnd cannot he 
passed over without notice by an architect. 




Vlfi ■; — Onmiil'ptea ef tka 0iid»S«rk at 
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When speaking of St Laurence at Rotterdam and St. Bavon 
at Haarlem, we have already described the timber roofs which 
oavetmost of the chnrehes of the Netherlands. Their architects 
have thaa been able to utilize mnterials formerly veiy abundant 
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in their country, and at the same tmie to a^otd placing too 
heavy a weight on the \er^ compressible sod on whiiJh they 
erected their structuies. 

We saw at RottenLmi a lemuxkable example of these u oodcn 




FK. W — Tl«ir at th* InttrkroT Uu Ondt-Kerk. 

Toofs; that which we examined at the Oude-Kerk of Amstcnlam 
ia still more interesting. 

This church was founded in the fourteenth centurj*. but tbe 
greater part of the structure dates from the fifteenth. Its 
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giouBd-pkn (Fig. 58) is composed of a nave and a clioir, both 
surrounded by a very wide aide aisle on whicli open chapela, 
originally belooging to ceitain &milie3, who occupied tliem dur- 
ing tetlgious ceremoniea. At the time of its tranaformatiou into 
a Protestant church there were very rich ornaments, valuable 
vorks of art, and as many aa thirty-three gorgeous altars. All 




these treasures bare since disappeared. The walls are bare, 
poor, and sombre in appearance. 

Fig. 59 shows the general armogement of the timber roof 
covering the principal nave. This vault is composed of croaa- 
apringers aa well as wall ribs' and diagonal ribs, which have the 
disadvantage of presenting outlines similar to those which would 
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have been given to them if they had been constructed of atone. 
Tbeae arches are connected by cross-beams which render them 
rigid, and on which rest the planks forming the vault; the 
diagonal and wall ribs rest on a small corbel, while the trans* 
Terse ribs spring from a slender column, the base of which rests 
on a tie-beam placed above the arches of the side aisles. The.% 
tie-beams, which break the distance between the ground and the 
spring of the vault, were, no doubt, intended to maintain the 
aide Valla in a perpendicular position, and also served as inter- 
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nal supports and buttresses, rendered necessary by the nature of 
the soiL The shaft of the columns is surmounted merely by a 
heading without sculptured capitals, the mouldings are meagre, 
Uie pToportion of the arches is disagreeable. The arcades, which 
■le above the arches of the side aisles, are of inlaid work, — a 
kind of decoration which has a very bod effect 

Another church at Amsterdam, equally worthy of notice, is 
the Kieuwe-Kerk (the new church), a name to which it has 
shout aa great a title as our Pont Neuf, for it dates from the 



beginning of the fifteenth century. Its ground-plan is superior 
in jjrandeur and proportion to that of the Oudc-Kurk ; it is also 
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more compact and correct, if we may use the expression; a 
N rather narrow aisle surrounds the nave. Several chapels erected 
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on the ri^ aide of the transept must, by their arrangements, 
have greitfy contrihuted to the splendor of Boman Catholic 
Geramooiea. The choir ia surrounded by aisles and radiating 
chapels, that of the east end rising above the others. The 
Kieuwe-KcA was twice injured by fire. The present vaulted 




xoor cannot be earlier than the seventeenth c^tury ; it is con- 
fltmcted in the same manner as those which wc have already 
described, bat the plan is not so good, and it is not so well exe- 
ented or ao original as that of the Oude-Kerk. 

The section (Fig. 61) gives a general idea of the interior of the 
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building; its proportiuna are not pleasing, the ^loiota of supjHtrt 
are meagre, tLe outliucs and tUo inulliuiia of thu windows ura 
atender and bare. We fiod at tlic entrance of tlie cliuit anotLut 
bronze screen of elaborate workmanaliip, but somewliat heavy 
and clumsy. The two aides of the transept arc connttcted by a 
galleiy. On the walb of the church and on the pavement there 
are a great number of gravestones and funeral monunmnts, one of 
the moat noted of which is that of Admiral Kuyter, with the cele- 
brated but not very modest inscription, Immenn tremor Occani, 
Amsterdam also possesses many types of churches of that 
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style which we have denominated Jesuit architecture. One of 
the most complete of these is the Wester-Kerk (the west 
church). The ground-plan, which we give in Tig. 62, and the 
elevation (Fig. 6.1), will enable the reader to form an ojiinion of 
the Dutch churches of tliat perioil. We will only add tluit this 
building was coustntctctl in 1610, and that from its steeple, 
which is 328 foet in height, there is a Iteautiful view all around, 
of the town, the Gulf of Y, nnd the Zuydor-zee. The Roman 
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Catholics of Holland, wialiing to supply the place of the 
cburchca of which they were dispossesscJ during the si^teentli 
ce'ntuiy, are now erecting a new one, dedicated to the Sacred 
Heart. The work is not yet completely finished, but we can 
already perceive what it will he. 

The ground-pkn (Fig. 64) shows much originality ; the nave 
is vide and short, with chapels forming the aide aisles, and 
it terminates in an immense transept capable of coutaimng 
more than fifteen hundred persons, all of whom can, without 
difficulty, witness, from their seats, the ceremonies which are 
celebrated at one of the three principal altars, or at one of the 
four aecondaty ones. Four entrances of equal size allow the 
eoi^regatiou to assemble rapidly, and to disperse without incon- 
venience ; the unusual forms of the grouud-plan are well ad- 
joated to each other ; and, besides this, they all have a reason, 
and indicate study though but little research.' The facades 
have an irregular outline ; that of the apse (Fig. 65) gives an 
idea of the generul appearance of the building, and of the effect 
produced. This edifice, which would he remarkable in any 
ootmtry in which it had been built, is still more so in one where 
monotony is so much in favor, and where the same forms are 
iDceasantly repeated and reproduced. It is therefore no slight 
cause for astonishment to see, in the midst of the uelghhoriug 
atructures, what variety Jlonsieur Cuypers — an artist who has 
seen so much, and so well understood what he has seen — has 
introduced into his work. The outlines of the upper part are in 
good proportion; the difTerence in the height of the gable-walls 
corresponds with their lower dimensions ; the spire stands well 
upon its base, and tapers gradually to its extremity. 

The vaulted roofs being built of hollow bricks, are conse- 
qnently very light, and are directly supported by buttresses or . 
arches placed under the lower roofs. Fig. G6 shows the height 
of the columns bearing the arehes of the side aisles, and that of 
the vaults, as well as the general system of the construction. A 
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lantern, which occupies the centre of the sleeple, entar^es an.l 
lengthens the cu^iulu of the tt'an:iupL 

We give in Fig. 67 the details of the spire from it-i Ixiise. It 
ia, from the veiy bottom, built on an octagonal plaa Four of 
the trusses which support its triangidar sides rest on the ridges 




rig. Cr. — DMiU< of th* Ttmban of til* Spin. 
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of the gables of the tmnsept ; the four others in the guttcra 
which separate these gables ; lower trusses, resting directly on 
the piers and formed of braces bound together by diagonal ties, 
sustain the principal trusses, the higher ones forming a fresh 
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octagonal plane reduced to the dimensions of the base of the 
pyramidal 8j>ire. The angles where the faces of this spire meet 
Are constructed of double beams, and are therefore completely 
rigid ; long struts, which take their bearing on the central tim- 
bers, the main support of the principal structure, keep these 
beams in a vertical position ; secondary braces also connect the 
higher part of these faces with the same central timbei's; be- 
sides those braces which secure the connection of the trusses 
with each other, other ties, connected in the form of a St. An- 
drew's cross with the rigid uprights, serve to bind together the 
several sides of the spire. The eight angles of the spire, there- 
fore, take their bearing on fixed points, free and independent, 
but yet firmly connected with each other, so that every torsion 
movement (the ordinary cause of the fall of spires built of 
timber) that might be exerted on one of the sides would be 
equally divided among the rest, which would thus be able to 
resist it 

Tenons and mortises are not used, but are replaced by braces 
snd tie& The wood-work, far from being weakened on this 
account, preserves, on the contrary, a considerable resisting 
♦ power. Iron is used only for bolts, and not for cross-bars or tie- 
rods, eta, which deprive the structure of the necessary elasticity. 
Hie scantling of the timbers diminishes in proportion to the 
height at wliich they are placed ; the weight of the upper part 
ia thus lessened, and it is better supported by the stronger por- 
tions below. 

As to the external appearance, and to the profile of the roof, 
the architect knew that objects which are shai-ply defined 
against the sky may be easily made to lose or gain in relative 
importance. He has made use of this acquired experience, and 
all bis attention has been given to the outline of the massive 
parts, so as to lead the eye upwards from the base to the sum- 
mit of the spire, without allowing it to rest on any disproportion 
which might injure the general effect 

The large town-chimes are placed in the jMutz-Toren ; at mid- 
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night, when the clo(rk has struck twelve, a brilliant peal sud- 
denly breaks forth ; at first there is heard the loud whir of 
revolving wheels, and then come the modulated notes, the deep 
sounds of the bass united with the shriller tones of the lighter 
bells, and all the notes in full harmony melt into a cascade of 
shrill, deep, and mellow sounds. The profound silence of the 
sleeping city is for a moment disturbed ; each bell plays its part, 
unites its melody with that of its neighbor, and disappears in 
the concord. It is a brilliant harmony of shar^), clear, metallic 
sounds, which spread far and wide, recalling an old national air, 
calling up happy and joyous recollections, at which the half- 
awakened sleeper smiles; and then the concert ceases as sud- 
denly as it began, while the last vibrations only linger for a 
moment in the air. 

The Crystal Palace is built of iron and glass. It is intended 
for the same purpose as our " Talace of Industry," but without 
having so heavy an appearance. The materials employed, the 
mode of construction, the simplicity of its plan, or rather the 
absence of decorations, give it the appearance of an immense 

halL 

The ground-plan (Fig. 68) consists of a nave and double 
aisles, and of a transept surmounted, at the point of intersection, 
with an oblong cupola. The means of access are numerous and 
convenient ; principal entrances placed at the extremities, and 
supplementary doors opening at the sides, allow the crowd to 
pass rapidly. And then there is an excellent arrangement, too 
seldom employed in our public buildings, that carriages enter 
under a covered and enclosed approach, while visitora on foot go 
in through a special and separate entrance, without Injing ex- 
posed to inconvenience from the horses, or interfered with by 
the great number of equipages. The stairs which lead to the 
upper galleries are not of sufficient importance, and the deal cm- 
ployed in their constniction gives the idea that the present 
stairs are only provisional 

The facades of this palace are more varied in outline than the 
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U3ual Dutch public builJings, and tbeir profile breaks somewhat 
the surrountling uniformity (Fig. C9). 
The sectioD (Fjg. TO) shows the pko of the coostructiou ; the 




large semicircular arches of the novo spring from a series of 
cast-iiDD columns connected in pairs ; theso are bound together 
by arches, on which ore placed small secondary supports. 
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The roof is of ghtss, the waJla are of brick, but of no consid- 
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erahle thickness, which causes the nir in the interior of the build- 
ing to bo very much nfiected by variation-s of temperature. 
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There is anotber circumstance conucctcd with this wbich we 
might advaoti^eously imitate ; the erection of this vast edifice 
is due to priTOte enterprise. The idea of tlie building originated 
with an individual unconnected with the government. Dr. Sar- 
phati, and the engineer and architect, AI. Outslioom. 

The Anistel Hotel alao constructed bj Outslioorn, is a private 
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undertaking, not less worthy of notice than the Crj-stol Talace ; 
and since so many large hotels for travellers are being built at 
the present day, it may be useful to enter into some details 
respecting that at Amsterdam. 

It differs from the large hotels at Paris, Marseilles, Nice, 
Vienna, Geneva, and elsewhere, in this respect Instead of hav- 
ing a central cour^rard, serving as a vestibule, into which car- 
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riages enter, and around which are tlic tr.iveller:;' apartnwuti 
and Lhe servants' offices, it has a covered and enclosed ixjrcli for 
the entrance of carriages and the reception of luggage ; and Ini- 
yond this a laigc hall, on which the various rooms open, and 
where the sUirs are placed ; while the travellers' apartments, 




rif. 12.— rint Floor. 
<Se*U. .039 Inch to the jit^.} 



'1. Porter'* lodgr. 

S. Lilt. 

5. Office. 

4. 8«r»»oU' moan. 

6. Ltrge Tostibula. 
«. Halt. 

7. DiDing-Toom, tabic d'hute. 

8. Break rnst-Tootn. 



10. Store-Toom. 

11. Reading-room. 

12. CotTee-roum, 

13. Direclon' room. 

14. Bedrooms. 

15. Dniwing-roonu. 
18. B.ith-Toom>. 
17. Witer-closiU 



out of the way of nil noise and disturbance, are arrangoil to the 
right and left, with wide and convenient nioiles of access, con- 
nected with halls and galleries which give air and light to everj- 
part 



Tbe plan of tho grounj-iloor (Fig. 71) and that of Ihe first 




floor (Fig. 72} ahow tho gcneml arrangement. The hotel c 
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tains, ID ftll, onu hiimlred and twenty-four bfilifwnis, ten of which 
have a sitting-room altache^I; a lift rentiers it unnecessary to 
cairy lugj,Mye and jiacWajjea up the stairs ; and all the budnionn 
are sujijilied with water and gas, and arc warmed hy heatiuy 
apiHinUus, and provided with means of ventilation. 

Air is collected and compressed in a ivser^uir coustructetl in 
the underground- floor ; pi[M;s, such as are used for ga.i, distrihute 
it to tlie various apartments ; it can Ic made to How in hy the 
simple pressure of a button. The air, as it leaves the ix'servoir, 
passes through a jet of finely divided vo]Kjr, which gives to it, 
■when necessary, the required hygromctrical condition.' 

The facades of the hotel iwssess little originality, and rcscmhle 
most of our modern buildings (Fig. T3). 

The construction of the vVnistel Hotel comprised three distinct 
operations: the first consisted in the embankment of the land 
reclaimed from the Amstel ; the second, the establishment of 
the foundations on piles, a work commenced in 1SG4 and fin- 
ished in June, 1SC5; the thini, in the buildings above ground, 
which, undertaken in February, 18G0, were completely finished 
in July, 18G7; the hotel was ready for occupation on the loth 
of that mouth. 

These works cost 600,000 florins (50,400 1), atwut 25 /. for each 
square yard covered, not including the substructures. 

These details are interesting ; they show the process of the 
construction of great public works in Holland, ami the differcnf ., 
phases through which they jKiss; and by comparing dates we 
find that, after a necessary delay, in oitler that the works should 
be thoroughly stutlied and arranged, sufficient activity was dis- 
played to bring it to a rapid completion. 

The bridge.1 that we constantly met with in onlor to cross tho 
innumerable canals by wliich tht city is intersected liave a g;ing- 
way movable in the whole or in part, so as to allow vessels to 
pass; the contrivnncc which raises or lowers this dmwbridge is 
continually in action, and works with extreme facility, in couse- 

' A timilar Bmngcmtnt U found in Kvetal pulilic cstnblUhmciit* in FnriM. 



HOLLAND. 



AMSTERDAM. 



123 



quence of the arrangement adopted (Fig. 74). On the a.xfa of 
the cootral piles rise two vertical supports, on the top of which 
•re pbced two horizontal beams, corresponding iu weight and 
dimensions with the lower tmnsvetse portions of the gaugwa/. 
These two parts, thus disposed, keep themselves mutually in a 
•tate of rest; but if an accidental cause, a differeuce of weight, 
however slight it may he, biealis the equilibrium, it begms" to 
•wing, the lower branches raise without effort the gangway of 
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the bridge, and allow it to fall again gently as soon as the addi- 
tional weight is removed. 

Hie markets of Amsterdam are not, in all respects, so well 
•mnged as ouis. The new market U dark and badly ventikted ; 
its ground-plan, a aqunte each of whose sides measures nearly a' 
hundred feet, required a covering of a special kind. The roof is 
divided into two sloping portions, — the external skirt from 
which the water pa.Mes into the gutters and the eaves, and 
thence into the public street; and that which inclines inwardly. 
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conceutric with tlic funner, and Itaviu;; the form of a funnel, 
&OIU which tho water dcsceiuU iuto a laijjc ojicuing in the ccn- 
tral pier, which is placed in the iniJdlc of the buiMiu^' to support 
the beams of the tiiuhcr-wotk. Tliis combinatiuii hii4 the two- 
fold advantage of lessening the height, which would have bcca 
necessary for the roof of a building one hiiudrcd feet s(iuarc,aud 
of avoiding tho intermediutti gutters between two sloping skirts, 
which are an incessant cause of leakage, and consequent repairs. 




11(. n. — OfliM* of bupMlar of Wdikti and Kcaiana, AnuUnbm. 

On the fish-market square, Visdi-markt, we noticed a massive 
building of extraordinary appearance, with many projections. 
It is not now applied to any especial purpose, but was con- 
Btructed in the fourteenth century to coutain tho standard 
weights and measures, from whicli it still derives its name (Fig. 
76). 

In tfie centre of- another square, the Bottr-marli, stands the 
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atatue of Rembraadt. The sculptor, a Belgian, Las i 
liiin in a standing position ; lie lias given lum a haughty, proud, 
and stem look. This atatue, however, is not without merit, 
though it does not well correspond to the idea that one forms 
tg Bembrandt, a good citizen of Amsterdam, a rich and eager 
collector of objects of verta. 

The inscription on the pedestal is full of graudeur in its coo- 
cueoesa, consisting only of two words : " To Itenibrandt" 

The ancient fortifications of the city are no longer in exist- 
ence We still find, however, three of the towers which flanked 
the nunparts; the Montalbans-Toren is one of these, and formed 
ptut of the system of defence constructed at the close of the 
fifteenth century. At present it is devoted to no particular pur- 
pose (Fig. 76). 

Amsterdam is defended from the sea by dikes, two immense 
mmifl which extend to the right and left ; the dike on the right 
encloses the docks and the basin for the large ships which make 
the voyage to Oceania. - There were serious difficulties in con- 
structing these docks, the walls of which are of considerable 
height, since they were intended to receive ships in order to take 
in or unload their cargoes. In fact, to raise isolated walls to the 
beight of ftom 50 to 65 feet, unsupported by any timbere, with 
the foundations laid in a yielding and compressible soil, was no 
easy undertaking. The system employed consisted in the estab- 
lishment of very firm supports, consolidated by innumerable 
piles, to sustain the weight of the superstructure; then these 
foundations were connected together by arches, and the intcn-al 
which separated them was filled in with comparatively light 
masonry, not throwing any great weight upon the foundations, 
and independent of the principal structure, of which it forms no 
part, and from which it might be detached, even without modi- 
l^ing the general system or even weakening it. 

On this account, if any subsidence were to take place in the 
parts thus filled, the solidity of the foundations of the arches 
would not be compromised; and if, on the contrary, one of these 
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were to give way, it woidd be an isolated accident, the c»n- 
8e<iuences of which would probably be but local and circum- 
Bcribed. In addition to this, it was a great advantinie to prac- 
tical and economical people that this circumstance enabled them 
to secure the necessary stability for the foundations, by con- 
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fining to these points alone the kbor of consolidating the soil, 
instead of extending it all round the circumference of the «iills. 
This system, indeed, is only the application of the principle 
which was carried out in the construction of our hirge cathedrals 
of the. Middle Ages. 
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The artistic riches of Amsterdam are its museums, in which 
are deposited the masterpieces of the Dutch school. 

A Frenchman, more witty than wise, wrote, a short time since, 
during his visit to Amsterdam: "Pay no attention to people who 
advise you to go and see the curiosities of Holland, for there are 
none; the museums are few and but indifferent; there are two 
Rembrandts and one Potter; this is all that is worth seeing; 
and my guide informs me that the ' Bull ' of the latter and the 
'Night Watch' of the former are much criticised and depre- 
ciated." 

This traveller is not to be trusted. He was, no doubt^ exas- 
perated by the ridiculous pretensions of the Dutch, who do not 
hesitate to prefer Eembmndt's " Night Watch " to the " Trans- 
figuration " of SaphaeL On the contraiy, the museums of Hol- 
Iwid, especially that of Amsterdam, will well repay the traveller 
for frequent visits. 

This museum is located in an ancient private house. The 
pictures are placed in ordinary rooms, which are lighted from 
the sides; the ceilings are so low that the larger paintings nearly 
reach the floor, so that, in order to see them, you must stand so 
as almost to touch those on the opposite side. 

It is unworthy of an enlightened people to show such want 
of respect both to the productions of genius and to the public 
who come to admire them. But considerations of this kind 
have but little influence on the Dutch, and they are readily pro- 
vided with a reply to every remonstrance on this subject : " We 
are satisfied with things as they ai-e, and if others do not approve 
of them they may stay at home.** This manner of practising 
hospitality, and of estimating social relations, is not exactly con- 
fonnable to our ideas, and we give a very diflerent reception to 
ihose who think fit to visit us. But the traveller must learn to 
overcome his angry feelings, for when once he has entered the 
Amsterdam museum he will quickly forget his first impression. 

This museum is the most important in Holland. It is there 
that we shotdd study this school of painting, the last which 
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arose in the history of ait, the only one bom on German soil, 
and whose works show such an iuconteslable ori*;inality. 

These artists are wanting in imagination; they do not rise 
into the ideal world, but remain on the earth ; they do not cre- 
ate, but are content with copying ; but how carefully they per- 
form this task ! With what scrupulous minuteness do they not 
reproduce even the slightest details of the design of a drapery, 
its bright colors, or the disposition of its folds ! with what care 
they represent the mouldings of a vase, every hair in a furred 
robe^ the bricks of a house, and even the disproportion of the 
human body 1 how accurately they depict the grotesque features 
and the heavy, broad shoulders of their fellow-citizens ! Their 
entire aim is the glorification of real life, the only one which 
they can comprehend. They neither undei-stand nor wish to see 
anything except the quiet repose of a citizen's home, the comfort 
and conveniences of an apartment kept carefully closed, the sen- 
sual satisfaction afforded by a hearty meal. The gayety which 
they depict is heavy, dense, and trivial; it is that of a tavern, or 
of a monotonous and regular life. They do not bring before our 
notice the efforts of man to attain to happiness, but the enjoy- 
ment which he derives fi*om the satisfaction of his senses. 

Whenever they leave this habitual track, and this general nile 
of their compositions, their idea is not clearly expressed or ren- 
dered evident The two principal paintings in the museum at 
Amsterdam, Rembrandt's " Night Watch " and Vander Heist's 
•• Civic Banquet," are proofs of our assertion. The latter repre- 
sents a citizen scene, national guards seated at table, and all the 
heads are portraits ; the former is a work of imagination, and 
the subject of it is not, even up to the present time, clearly 
determined. 

But it is the difference of origin alone which forms the dis- 
tinction between these two works. Both have an astonishing 
truthfulness and depth of coloring ; each personage is depicted 
with his peculiar character and temperament, expressed not only 
in his features, but by his precise and sober gestures. As to the 
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details, they are studied with a carefulness uiid a finish, the value 
of which can l.>e appreciated only by close examination. 

The principal merit which is displayed in these works — a 
merit perhaps superior to truth of expression, and the exactitude 
of the scenes represented — is the knowledge and delicacy of 
coloring displayed by these masters. 

In order thoroughly to understand this side of the question, 
we must know the country in which the Dutch school of paint- 
iiig'took its rise, and thus take into account the influence which 
it has exercised on the artists and their. productions. 

The deepest impression that can be made on the mind of a 
•painter is that which is produced by the uatuml objects in the 
midst of which he is placed. In a varied and rugged country 
the artist notices especially and almost exclusively the outlines ; 
the mountains are clearly defined against the sky in noble and 
grand forms. In Sicily and Tuscany, for instance, every object 
atanda out in bold and definite relief against the background 
formed by the pure and clear sky ; in flat countries, on the con- 
trary, the contours disappear, all forms are softened down. In 
the Netherlands the lines are indistinct, the horizon is sombre 
and cold; color must come to the aid of drawing, which is. of 
itself insufficient to give effect to form, relief, and outline. It is 
for this reason that, when making a comparison between the 
Venetian and Dutch schools, it has been said that, in these two 
countries, nature has made man a colorist ; but Venice had its 
ann'to gild its landscapes, and Holland has nothing but mist, 
which leaves hers pale and cold. The fair locks of the patrician 
ladies of Venice do not resemble the yellow hair of the wives of 
the burgesses of Amsterdam. 

Drawing may indeed represent a landscape among the moun- 
tains of Provence or Spain, may show the dry and dull aspect 
of the soil, all the tints of which disappear under the bright 
light of the south ; but in a flat and moist country like Holland, 
the sky, hidden during a great part of the year, loses all its 
importance; we see it only as an opaque veil, and terrestrial 



I 



objects, consequently, acciuiro an imiwrtance which there is 
nothing to counterbalance. These must, therefore, be brought 
promiwntly forward, and thrown into relief. The artist must 
represent these glistening muddy streams, changing color every 
moment, passing from the most delicate gray tones to those of 
moistened soot He must show the red or yeUow fronts of the 
houses, or the cattle dotted here and there over meadows always 
verdant; objects with but little variety, constantly bathed in 
vapor, and standing out against a level and monotonous horizon, 
To arrive at such a complex result, it was necessary to unite 
with a knowledge of all the niceties and resourees of color that 
calm, placid, and studious temperament peculiar to the Dutch, 
—a gift indispensable in order to bring to a successful issue th« 
long and patient study necessary to conduct to the end whicl) 
has been so happily attained. 

We may add to these obser>'ations on the Dutch school of art 
that it was the breath of liberty to which it owed its rise, ant 
that when the Netherlanils lost their independence they saw th< 
last of their great artists pass away. 

We are now near the time of the Kermess, the great annua 

feir of Septemlwr. As soon as the gas is lighted Amsterdan 

changes its aspect ; there is bustle and noise instead of calm am 

silence ; the whole population begin to prepare for the enjoy 

ment which is about to take place, and present a curious sighl 

The principal streets are filled with an impatient crowd, rude ii 

their movements, and with whom it is unpleasant to come i 

contact In the public squares, booths are erected for the suj 

ply of eatables and liquor, and for the sale of articles of ever 

kind, especially such as are brought from Tarls. ' There ar 

crowds of ser\-ant3 arm-in-arm with soldiers, all in a state o 

inordinate gayety, singing, as they pass, songs which excit 

shouts of laughter,— shrill, prolonged cries which fatigue tli 

ear. But this gayety is coarse, low, and noisy ; the animal fee 

in^ are unrestrained; they show themselves openly, withoi 

bounds or disguise. The people enjoy to repletion during 
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whole week the pleasures from which they have abstuineil for 
all the rest of the year; expenses, usually so economically regu- 
lated, become, for the time, excessive ; calm and quiet ai*e ban- 
ished from the houses; the Dutchman leaves his home and lives 
out of doors ; though, during the rest of the year, he shows his 
excessive love for economy, retirement, and silence, yet now, 
during the Kermess, he spends his money, goes out, and shouts. 
These trivial demonstrations, this coarse enjoyment, has in it 
nothing attractive ; far from this, it inspires one with a feeling 
of utter repulsion. 

What a contrast with the popular fitts of Paris or Bome ! 
There a display of fireworks, a van full of maskers, a band in 
the open air, are enough to please every one ; the crowd will 
remain for hours to see a sky-rocket or to hear a song. And 
how thoroughly they fill up the intervals, while away the time 
with a rattling fire of personal jokes, an uninterrupted series of 
witticisms and jests which pass from one individual to another , 
and from group to group ! The listeners are the judges of this 
tournament of fun ; their shouts of laughter encourage the merry 
orators, and loud " bravos '* await the happy repartee which pro- 
cures for its author the difficult achievement of having the last 
word 

In Holland, these witty contests, these battles of the tongue, 
are unknown ; they do nothing but eat, drink, shout, and fight 
in an indescribable manner. 

Holland has the reputation of pure morals, but it does not de- 
serve this credit at the Kermess. As to other times, after having 
witnessed certain scenes in the solitary paths of the Wood at 
the Hague; or in the Calver Straat and other unmentionable 
quarters of Amsterdam, we may well ask whether this pretended 
simplicity is anything but the most entire corruption. 
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NORTH HOLLAND. 

•• SoMC of the JetaUs of tbU singular country would lead us to iuspect that a 
■nne had been got up to mystify the traveller." — NiM. 

AMSTERDAM is the starting-point for several excursions, 
the most interesting of which is that through North Hol- 
land, a large peninsula united to the continent by a narrow neck 

of land. 

The northern canal cuts through this isthmus, and unites the 
North Sea with the gulf of Y, and allows ships of considerable 
burden to proceed, at all seasons, to the port of Amsterdam, 
without undergoing the debys peculiar to the canal of Holland, 
or fearing the sand-banks and shallows of the Zuyder-zee. 

We pass over the gulf of Y (which fro^e so conveniently in 
1794 as to allow the French cavalry to board the fleet of the 
Netherlands), and when once we are on the other side we look 
back at the panorama of the city which we have jiLst left, — a 
mass of red houses scarcely rising above the water, four or five 
steeples, gray and yellow blocks of buildings, a slimy and glis- 
tening sea, and, if it is warm weather, the aroma of the port and 
the canals of Amsterdam brought over by the wind. There is 
nothing here, whatever may be said, to -remind one, even re- 
motely, of Venice as seen from Lido. 

Nearly in the midst of the gulf, small wooden huts, built on 
paes, standing by themselves in the midst of the watera, on a 
kind of dike, are the pleasure-houses of the rich merchants of 
the city. They come in boats to pass their Sundays in these 
prisons, and make themselves happy in eating, drinking, and 
smoking, without the fear of noise or any visit from an intruder. 
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There are two principal poiuts of atttuction for the traveller 
in'^urth Uolhuid. One is the £iDtastic village of Broeck, whose 
fosiitUous and ridiculous cleanliaess is known to all; and the 
other is the colbtyc at Zanndain, inhaljited bx Peter the Great 
when be came to Holland in 1696 to study'^hip-building. 

We passed by these two points, which have become rather 
hackneyed, and preferred to continue our journey as far as 
Enkutsen. 

It would give the reader no iafonuatiou were we to state that 
the country is flat; indeed, it would be iucorrect and insufficient, 
for we ought rather to call it liollow. The shores of the sea are 
alightly ele^'ated by means of dikes ; the rest of the country is 
depressed, and exactly resembles a basin. The canal of Hollaud, 
which reaches from Amsterdam to the extremity of the HeMcr, 
passes to the left. The load crosses the polders, with their 
meadows, cattle, and windmills, which are everywhere the same. 
But in the midst of this monotony, which strikes us more and 
more foreiUy in the countc)-, wo see more decidedly the strange 
and grotesque aspect of the works of maa 

The country is very rich. "We perceive this by the number 
of cattle, as well as of houses, and more strikingly by the cos- 
tame <^ the inhabitants, especially of the women, whose heads 
are enclosed in a kind of helmet similar to those which we have 
already described ; but with this difference, that, instead of being 
made of copper or silver, they are of gold, decorated with valua- 
ble stones and liinixra of excellent workmanship. The women 
have an exaggerated reputation for beauty ; yet they possess a 
peculiar charm, owing to the delicacy of their skin, the bright- 
ness of their complexion, and the whiteness of their teeth. Their 
liair, as far as they allow it to be seen, is of a dull, fair hue. 
Tlieir features are coarse, their gait is hea^y, and entirely desti- 
tute of elegance or grace. 

The farms and bouses inhabited by the peasants correspond 
but tittle with the idea which that word awakens in us. In- 
•teod of heaps of manure, cattle wandering at liberty, crowded 



KOUTU HOLLAXD. 



133 



farmyai-ds, rooms badly kejit and iu disoi\Ier, and the untidy 
inhabitants of our houses in the countrj', the Dutch farms have 
courtyards well sanded, enclosures in good comliliou, houses neat 
and well kept; within doors, rooms of an uuheai-d-of, excessive, 
inconceivable cleanliness. In one of these the inist^ss is at 
work, surrounded by her maids. Their dress is coquettish and 
even elegant The stable, which has a dirct-t connuunicatiou 
with this kind of parlor, has a floor perfectly iiTcproachable, 
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clean, and free from stains. The milk-pans and utensils of 
every sort shine and glitter with a brightness contiminlly re- 
newed. The bedrooms, on the same floor with tin.' rest of tlitj 
dwelling-house, contain large beds eiicloseil in alcuvcs, vhivh 
form a kind of cupboard. There are nests of shelvos coveivd 
with delft ware of surprising value. In the common room we 
find, hanging on the walls, ma^is, mntliemntical instnuui'nts, a 
lactometer, a barometer, a level, a Ic^-cUing-stiiff, or carpenter's 



took On a took-slielf are an-anyed books anJ newsiiaiiere. 
There are two kitcljeas, — one fop the siimmer, with a north as- 
pect ; the other for wiutet use, sheltered from cold wiuds, — aud. 
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to crown aH, a room for grand occasions, cleaned every week 
with tUo most scrupulous care. This apartment (Fig. 77) is 
intended for no special purpose, but in it are kept "the rich 
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family omamciits, and the layrlte for the ncw-lwrii child. It is 
there that the bride puts on licr nianiiige-dro.-;.s. The codiu of 
tho<lead parent is placc<I there. The door of this rixiiii, caltcil 
the "golden door," o{>ens on the road, but is always kei)t cl».sed 
except on great days of mouruing or rejoicing, — a hajitism, a 
marriage, or a burial 

"VVe were present at a ceremony of the lulter kind. Tbe rela- 
tions aud friends filled the vyoin, surrounding the coffin, the lid 
of which was partly iniscd, so as to show the fueo of the dead. 
The minister and the schoolmaster were chanting a hymn, in 
the midst of cries and sobs which seemed to form part of the 
ceremony. Then the gulden door was ojKJucd, the bier was 
placed upon a car, and the widow solemnly seated herself ou 
the remains of her late husband to couvey him to the cemetery. 

Figs. 73 and 79 represent the house of a ros]>ectable {>ea3aiit. 
It contains a kitchen, a sitting-room, and bedchamber. Behind, 
and forming a part of the same building, are the barn and a 
house forsL\ cows. A small gable surmounts the sitting-room, 
and shows the importance which is attributed to it The four 
chimneys unite in a single opening, — a large shaft with a chim- 
ney-pot at the top. 

Figs. 80 and 81 represent a farm of greater importance, Tlie 
stable is capable of containing eighteen cows. The dwelling 
contains two kitchens. That for summer use is isolated, and 
has wide openings ; that used in winter is placed in the centre 
of the building, with two large closets to cont:iin beds, and is in 
direct communication with the stable, which is perfectly neat 
and clean. On the other side of the building are the parlor, the 
master's bedroom, and the special room with its private door. 
Beyond the stable are the piggery, and tho daiiy with the cheese 
heaped up in the corner, reminding one of cannon-bidls in an 
arsenal ; the large roof contains granaries for the storage of corn 
and fodder. 

These two farm-houses are constructed of wood and bricks. 
The wall of tho basement floor is a brick and a half iu thick- 
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outer surface 13 covered with a wainscoting of jilaiilcFi, «ii ar- 
rangement wliich causes the interior lo be perfectly healthy ami 
&ee from all damp. 

The larger farm-lioiisc is covei'ed with tiles, tlie smfiUer one 
with rushes from the isle of Marken, — that remarkable little 
ialnnd near the coasts of the Zuyder-zee, the Iniildings of which 
resemble those of a colony of beavers. Tbese two houses are 
most carefully constructed. Among the noticeable details we 
may mention wooden gutters for the roof, supported by small 
brackets, dischai^giug arches over the lintels, and projecting 
ridge-tiles, to prevent water penetrating where the shafts of tho 
chimney pass through the roof. 

These buildings, which we have taken as a typo among the 
many of a similar kind that we have met with, are in a perfect 
state of repair, owing to the constant care bestowed on them by 
the proprietor. One would suppose that they had been built 
but yesterday; and yet tliey tiate from the beginning of the 
seventeenth century. There are few countries where buildings 
80 simply and economically constructed, and of materials so 
little durable, have lusted to the present time, except in ruins, 
or without having undergone such modifications as have com- 
pletely altered the original form. 

Aa we continue our journey we find the same strange char- 
acter showing itself still more and more tti the habitations and 
in the manners of the people. This affonls soinerelief amidst 
the monotony of the landscape which never varies. In certain 
parts all the houses are built in the middle of a square piece of 
land, surrounded by a wide ditch full of water, AVhen one of 
the inhabitants wishes to go out, he throws over the ditch a 
movable brijlge, formed of a plank, which he kicks liaek again 
when he has passed. No risk here of l»ing annoyed by trouble- 
some visitors or prying passers-by! The little ganleiis in cer- 
tain small towns are still more curious. "We find there rustic 
bridges, Japanese temples, Gothic chapels, and ancient ruins in 
close proximity. We eveu see summer-houses In which are 
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stuffed figui*e3 forming groups not easy fur the uninitiated to 
understand. Then, under trces cut out of zinc, there is a piece 
of water on which bjack and white swans and tame ducks try 
to reach cakes which, like themselves, are made of zinc ; while 
red fishes, painted on cement to imitate sand, seem to be swim- 
ming in a stream of which we cannot say "susurraus inter lapil- 
los," for it is formed of a certain number of panes of glass. 
These are but playthings for grown-up children. 

Sometimes we see a rich farmer driving at full trot along the 
road, which is paved with bricks, in order to avoid both nmd 
and dust His yellow or red cab, the body of which is orna- 
mented with paintings and carving, is mounted on high wheels 
which pass rapidly over the ground, and is drawn by a black 
stallion. These equipages are the boast of their owners. The 
horses are remarkably fine animals, with black coat, and a tail 
which reaches the ground. We see in Paris their degenerate 
descendants performing the dismal duty of drawing funeml cars. 

In the sixteenth century Enkuisen sent 140 boats to the fish- 
ery, and had 20 ihen-of-war to protect them. At this period it 
had a port and dockyard for building ships, and its walls en- 
closed streets with lai^e and luxurious habitations; now the 
harbor is choked with sand, the dockyards are closed, the edi- 
fices destroyed. The grass grows on the remains of the ruined 
buildings, and Enkuisen has but 500 inhabitants. The sight of 
this great dilapidation and ruin does not produce such an im- 
pression as might be exi)ected. The houses are empty, but they 
are always clean, and the bricks and stones which fall from the 
iront are carefully heaped together before each house. Time 
itself has introduced order and method, while it has created 
•ach a solitude and desolation. 

That which still remains of the church will scarcely give an 
idea of what it formerly was. It is now a bare chapel, cold, 
sombre, plastered from top to bottom, and paved with large 
black slal^s. Its rood-loft, of the sixteenth century, is covered 
with carvinin which show a curious mbcture of Christian sub- 



1 



I 



jccU and ,»vth..l..^ical alUu.i.ms. Wc fincl also some tuuln..,-- 
iork and a Pulpit of tbo ««mc clK.ch. ^vhich arc cunou, si-eci- 
^ns of the k.iui..s.u.e Lcyond tbo raune. ^Vc v.U n-.t s^eak 
of their form and details; but the execution is renu,rkable a. d 
shows a i«tience and manual skill which we cm only regiet to 
see employed on subjects of such doubtful interest. 

Amon.. the buildings that yet remain, tho.e which arc in the 
best condition are the artisans' houses of the seventeenth cen- 
tury : they are still, as when they were fir,t erected inhabited 
by a single family. Their arrangement is very simple : a arge 
room locking on the street, one of smaller dimensions iKduud, 
and at the back a courtyai-d and a little garden ; on the upi-or 
floor are 8hoi« or work-rooms for the inhabitant, if he carnes on 
his trade in Ids own dwelling-house. 

These houses are wholly of brick (Figs. 82 and 8.'.), with the 
exception of a few i«iits consti-ucted of wood, and two or three 
pieces of stone. They are well built, and rema n in gocnl lep^ur 
in the midst of the desolation areund them. Their external ai». 
^Ince, characterized by lofty gables of stair-like f""". rejunidB 

Z rath;r of Flemish gables than the Dutch -- ---^ ^f^ 

^ «o frt tLp intornal parts, like all liio»e 
<rmtii«)nue ornaments; as to uie inttriuu y^xi^^, 

CrhL already seen, they are replete with eve^thing 
conducive to the comforts and conveniences of life, »nd are kept 
with a scrupulous neatness and care unknown among oursehes^ 
A little alx)ve Enkuisen the Zuyder-zee grews narrower, and 
the land projects on each side, nearly closing the entniiicj. of 
this «^at Jf. The industrious and persevering genius of the 
Dutcf has conceived the idea of draining the Zuyder-zee and 
^nvertin" it into polder. All that would be nece^'^rj-. s^iys a, 
rfficiarreport is tVconstruct a dike from Medembhk. a cajK. at 
:« ^^atXa'nce frem Enkui.sen. as far as Stavoren on U. J.. 
site'Thore, that is to say. in Frieslancl Th- d.k J be 
rather more tlmn 31 miles in length, with a variable but u .s 
^ficant depth; the portion of .. to l« dmined ^yf^ 
surface of 494.228 acres. Engineers are now studying the 



I 

1 



143 



HOLLAND. 



meaiis of cun^'ing out this plan ; baukura are laUiug capital. 
The uudertakiiig will perliaps be loujj befyre it is complotelj- 
carried oat; but the sclieme is feasible, and it is -uo less certain 
that, if coinmeucGd, it will be successful. 

The wind has blown a gale since yeatenlay, so tliat, instead 
of returning to Amsterdam, wc started fur the Holder to see the 
effect of the great waves upon the dikes which protect the coast 




It is a magnificent spectacle. The wind is due north, and 
there is no land between Holland and the Pole to break the 
force of the rollers ; they are of monstrous size, and tlieir fright- 
ful moss dashes incessantly on the granite walls which arrest 
their couise. Not a sail is in sight; the sky is dark and 
gloomy. It ia very cold ; the terrible uproar of tlie sea over- 
poveis eveiy oUiei sound in the heavens or on land. As the 
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night comes on, every one departs. The engineers and th..se 
uud«r their couiuiaui alone wuiain at their pu=t, iwidy at lUc 
first signal to rush to the thre;itcncd iwiut ; fur u[.oii a braicU 
depends i^rhaps the existence of the country, since a storm like 
this'mi-ht swcop away all North Holland at once. 

The dikes, against which the sea spends iu force m fruitless . 
efforU are constructed almost entirely of Xor^vegian granite; 
they are about 5 miles long, with an average height of 2b2 feet, 
46 of which rise abo\e the water, and the sloi^c of the masonry 
ia 40 degrees. The upper part serves as a promenade and a 
public drive. 



UTRECHT. 

•'Cteeckt b, by it* rninnitf, the «ett of ProtnUnt orthodoxy." — Esqciioa. 

FROM Amsterdam to Utrecht there is do change in the 
usual monotony of the country. We pass, for a short dis- 
tance, through a lat^e meadow planted with trees, whose trunks 
an decorated with alternate bands of black and white paint, of 
equal lH«adth. The stakes to which aninials are tied, the milk> 
pails, and the wooden shoes of the peasants have all received the. 
•ame land of ornament. The road over which we pass is paved' 
with bricks, so as to form blnck and white stripes. This fright- 
ful repetition of tlie same things and the same colors, a repeti- 
tion for which no motive can be assigned, troubles the mind . 
tod irritates the reason ; it is the last and most complete ex- 
piession of this strange mania by which a whole people is so 
entirely possessed. 

TJtiecht is dull and solitary. It is a religious city where old 
aecta are still preserved, the remembrance of which is almost 
entirely effaced and lost elsewhere. The austerity of Calvinism 
pnTails there without mitigation. A silence peculiar to the 
cbistera reigns in the streets bordei«d with houses, which are 
low, barrow, hermetically closed, without any mirrors suspended 
at the windows, without anything which can allow those within 
even to guess at that which is passing without No carriages, 
no pedestrians ; here and there may be seen a Jansenist, with 
an anxious look, exchanging, as he passes, a glance of contempt 
with an orthodox Lutheran; some fair Puritan, with downcast 
qrei, goes slowly to hear a sennou, and this is all ! The greatest 
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gKOBd StoclM nf lb* Torn of tb* 



(Hcik, I 'i* inch to lk« jai 

Yel, notwithstodii.g this sadness .nd solitude, Vtreolt doM 
„rt Ml ..s ^th ,»«»••. These striting chametenstics, so n.n. J 
r« h. he met .ith. have left upon us an .rapression on ^tah 
Z toe U. d.eU. We espeeiallj rememto a "'^ »"■»«'<»■«; 
•haded by l..se trees, by the side of . eanal eovered ;> th duA- 
,^-a ho^se rtere one would love to study 1™ 'r ,^" 
S the door or .hieh we ventured to push oi^n, showed us 
"^Sdlr^itting in a large reon, ««;■"»,«»'-• 3= 
JLm, with hU two daughters by hU side, who were quietly 
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vorkiDg on & piece of tapestry, while their mother was preparing 
dinner. 

How can all these people live, Snd what is their home cxist- 
eocfl like ? It is not easy to ascertain it ; and perhaps, if our 
curiosity were satisfied, it would end in deception, by placing 
before us individuala filled with the convictions of a former age, 
and whose ideas do not extend farther than a limited hoi-izou, 
beyond which, as far as they are concerned, there is nothing. 

But Utrecht contains the most remarkable Dutch edifice of 
tbe Uiddle Ages ; it is the Uom-Kerk, which has preser\'ed its 
Catholic name of cathedral 

Built in the thirteenth century, on the ruins of a primitive 
church, it contains nothing at present except the transept, the 
choir with its chapels, and the tower formerly placed at the en- 
trance. This tower is now separated from the rest of the struc- 
ture by the wliolc apace once occupied by the nave, the very 
vestiges of which have disappeared. 

The choir and the transept have been recently restored in a 
. nmarluihle manner, but the necessaiy works did not affect the 
main fabric; we see no traces of important alterations; the 
details only of certain parts needed reparation. The restorer 
respected not only the form and dispo-sition of the ancient parts, 
but also the arrangement and the nature of the materials. 

Tbe tower (Domtoren) is the most remarkable part of tbe 
building; it rises from a gr^und^plan 62 feet square, and is 
about 393 feet in height This is occupied by two high stories, 
the upper one being narrower than the lower, and the former is 
surmounted by a campflnile, a sort of open lantern, the lightness 
of which contrasts with the lower part of t|ie building, which is 
massive and heavy. The spire which should crown the whole 
- DO longer exists. 

The difference of width between the two stories is compen- 
lated by the excessive dimensions given to the lower walls, 
which, as they retreat, always leave sufficient space to take the 
bearing of tlie upper walla. 
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This is the plan on winch many steeples were ci-ectcd in 
France during the Middle Agea (Um'Jgea, St Leonard, etc.) ; 
but the tower of Utrecht, which resembles that of Limoges \iy 
being separated from the rest of the church hy the space fur- 
merly occupied by the nave, was constructed with less science 
and research. The Dutch architect employed nothing but 
bricks; it was, therefore, difficult for bim to depend on slight 
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and but few points of support for the structure ; besides this, it 
vould have been imprudent to throw the weight of so consider- 
■ able a mass on piles of masonrj' of small dimensions, since the 
soil in which the foundations were to be bid was of an inferior 
quality. It was necessarj*, on the contraij', to divide, as he has 
done, the weight of the whole work over the largest possible 
surface, in order to avoid the subsidence or flaws so much to be 
feared under these circumstances. , 
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trados of these vaults — which, by the way, are very unhealthy 
— is converted into promenades, along which are erected build- 
ings of a rich and comfoitiiblc appearance, each always inhab- 
ited by a single famQy (Fig. 86). 

Utrecht was our last stage in Holland. Beyond this city the 
nature of the country begins to change. There are no longer 
those interminable meadows which we have never ceased to 
traverse since we left Dordrecht We see ploughed fields, with 
here and there a copse ; a kind of hill diversifies the horizon, 
and then, towards evening, the last windmill is lost in the mist 
(Fig. 87). 
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FINE ARTS. — 3IANNERS. — CUSTOMS. 

BEFOEE we reach the frontier of Gennany, let us rapidly 
sum up our impressions of what we have seen in Holland. 

Holland has no architecture of its own. Its public buildings 
and its arts have no peculiar style ; its school of painting alone 
has cast a bright splendor on the seventeenth centur}\ From 
this period the Dutch seem to have renounced the fine arts, in 
order to give themselves exclusively to commerce, to tmde, and 
all those professions adapted to ameliorate the physical condi- 
tion of mankind. 

In fact, Holland produces nothing of importance to the liter- 
ary world, — a subject which does not at present occupy our 
attention. Statistics prove that though this is the country 
where the most printing is done, it is, on the contrary, that in 
which the fewest books are written. Publishers issue nothing 
but theological works, and more especially translations of for- 
eign productions. 

Modem Dutch painters do not challenge notice, and this mod- 
esty is not a proof of gfeat artistic excellence. 

Dutch architects also produce nothing new ; for in all that we 
have seen and brought before the attention of the reader, noth- 
ing indicates an original school, which has a style of its own, 
and is not a souvenir of the buildings of another country. Some 
few houses only have a special character, — an arrangement 
peculiar- to themselves. 

Upon what does this state of things depend, and how can we 
explain it ? It will be necessary, for this purix)se, to enter into 
some details ; and as the nature, the customs, and the tastes of 
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men are always indicated by the dwellings which they rear, and 
the public buildings which they originate, let us iuau.rc what 
are the disposition, the habits, and the tastes of the Dutch 

And. first of all. the countrj'. The soil is damp, becaitsc of its 
situation below the level of the sea ; then it is watered by three 
ercat rivers, the Scheldt..the Mouse, and the Ilhinc; it is inter- 
tected by numerous canals, and in certain parts water stagnates 
on the surface of the soil The inhabitants must therefore keep 
up an incessant stmggle to enable the land to defend itself 
aotiinst the water. -a conflict in which the very life of the peo- 
ple is at stake. The climate, saturated with vapor, relaxes a 
man's nerves, does not excite his passions, but rather tends to 
calm them ; and the precautions necessary for his defence render 
him persevering, patient, and laborious. „, .^ , , 

Now let us examine the individual himself. The Dutch race 
is a branch of the Gennanic stock, with fair complexion, blue 
eyes, and light hair; they are jocosely said to have turnip-jmce 
in their veins. The Hollanders are tall, well formed, but with- 
out elegance ; car%ed, as it were, with the axe. Their features 
are bony ; they have a heavy and dull look, with no resemblance 
•whatever to Grecian statuary. ^ . 

They receive impressions from without but slowly ; their lu- 
tellicence is neither active nor alert ; they are wanting in what 
is cdled quickness of apprehension (esprit) ; if you ask them for 
information or direction, the answer is slow in coming ; you no- 
tice a painful effort which- is shown in the face. -an evident 
difficulty in finding a suitable reply. A dealer in cigars threw 
himself into a perspiration one day in explaining to me, very 
insufficiently, the value of the national coinage. Tlie Dutch arc 
not verv' refined in their pleasures ; during the Kermess the 
people give way to low debauchery. They are indifJerent to he 
Sification of vanity or gW; their calm, unimpressionable 
disposition deters them from ambition. They know how to l« 
content ; and when they have attained the end proposed, we see 
them "ive up business, while yet young, to enjoy a re^se which 
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wfll allow them to live, for a long time, ou the fniit of their 
labors. 

The Dutck are domesticated, economical, rather unsociable. 
When together they are good listeners ; they will remain im- 
mo-aWe for several hours; they are not dazzled by frivolous 
apjpearances, but wish to go thoroughly into a question. It is on 
this account that their banking-houses ai-e so prosperous and so 
fiimly established. They shut themselves up in their homes, 
living a family life, devoted to a certain routine of religious 
observances, and never seem to dream of anything beyond^this 
limited horizon. 

PubUc assemblies are very rare; social meetings are almost 
Mknown. At Scheveningen, the most frequented seaside town 
m the Korth, we may see mothers at work, surrounded by their 
chQdren, and forming each a separate clan, without uniting in 
groups and coteries, as among ourselves; they have even in- 
vented, for this purpose, a kind of hut or watch-box, which, 
under the pretence of sheltering them from the wind and the 
autt, serves to isokte and conceal them from each other; and in 
these the women work for hours together, without speaking or 
even stirring. The love of gain, and the desire of promoting 
their worldly interests, occupy all the powera of their minds'! 
and divert them from the search after intellectual or metaphysi- 
cal enjoyments. 

Ke^gious questions, in which they are so intolerant, disturb 
and trouble them. They have established neutral schools, rea- 
sonably hoping that chUdren of various religions, subjected to 
the same rules and the same instructions, will, when they have 
grown up, be more ready to make concessions, and be more tol- 
erant towards each other. 

Their cahnness and tenacity of purpose easily turn to obsti- 
nacy. One evening at Amsterdam, in the Dam Square, an om- 
nibus contained one passenger too many. They were going to a 
kind of promenade concert which closed at ten o'clock It was 
already eight; the conductor refused to start, the passenger to 
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get out. The conveyance drove once, twice, three times round 
the square, and then returned to the starting-point. A crowd 
gathered round ; there were no sliouts, no angiy words ; tliey 
discussed seriously the rights of tlie passengers and the duty of 
the conductor. At ten o'clock the coaclunan took out his hor-^es 
and went home to bed ; the passengers also left the vehicle and 
returned home ; they had lost their evening'^ amusement, but 
they had not yielded the disputed point. It is worthy of notice 
that the police had no occasion to interfere, and that no one had 
even thought of them. 

The family is, with them, the object of a truly religious wor- 
ship. Ill-conducted households are very rare. Tlie birth of a 
child is announced to the public by a small cushion suspended 
outside the house, and the sight of this imposes on those who 
pass by certain notice and attention. 

The tastes of the Dutchman arc all directed to the satisfaction 
of some material wants. The most strongly developed of these 
is the love of good cheer, for he has an excellent api)etite. Next 
to peace of mind and repose, which he loves above all thftigs, he 
enjoys the happiness of a comfortable, neat home, a quiet hearth, 
exempt from storms. He excels in such works as demand great 
patience, attention, and perseverance. It is among the Dutch 
that we meet with the best diamond-cutters, — a profession at 
which a workman must be occupied for mouths together in 
cutting and polishing a small precious stone of insignificant 
dimensions. 

The Dutch feel no desire to talk or to sing. It is only during 
the Kermess that we hear for a few days in the streets the songs 
which are so frequent in our Southern towns. Dealers who sell 
their wares in the streets do not attract purchasers by their 
cries: they pass silently along, always at the same hour, before 
the houses of their customers. 

Their love of cleanliness has become a mania, and the seem- 
ingly incredible exaggerations which we hear of this quality are 
only simple truth. 
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The desire of gain has induced them to conquer their love of 
repose. Hardy marinei-s, skilful merchants, they have profited 
in a remarkable manner by their intercourse with Japan; 
squeezing the inhabitants dry, buying for a trifle that which 
they sell in Europe for gold, and, until lately, they were the 
only people of the Old World who had a factory in Japan. 

Their servants are not, like ours, lodged in the upper story 
of the house. They are few in number, have apartments near 
their masters, and are in constant communication with the mis- 
tress, who is not satisfied with merely superintending and di- 
recting them in the cares of the household, but she assists with 
her own hands in domestic affairs. 

Charity is entirely dependent on private enterprise, and yet 
there is no country in Euro]>e which possesses so great a number 
of establishments for the relief of human misery. They make 
some dispky of this very natural feeling, and the odd uniforms 
in which they dress the paupers in their almshouses must at all 
times lessen the dignity of the unfortunate recipients and the 
modesty of their benefactors. 

^ They are generally rich, sometimes very rich, and pay exorbi- 
tant taxes. It is requisite, in order to become an elector, to 
pay in land-tax alone, nearly 150 florins, about 12/. 12 s. 
• They do not like discussion, and arc good listeners, as we 
have already said ; therefore the representative and parliament- 
ary regime suits them admirably, and their political organiza- 
tion is carried on in a manner which may excite our envy. It 
is not the same with religious questions ; and, while they agree 
on political mattera, they can never come to an understanding 
• on religious dogmas, which are the source of constant and inter^ 
minable discussions, in which they almost lose their temper. 

It is easy, from what has been said, to understand why the 
architecture of Holland is such as we have found it. Except a 
few churches of the Middle Ages, bequeathed to them by the 
Boman Catholic religion, the Dutch have no ecclesiastical build- 
ings worthy of the name, because they are divided into so many 
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sects that a small space is sufficient to conduct the worship of 
each. 

They have no theatres because they are not fond of meeting 
in public ; and in literature, as well as in jvainting, they care 
only for the representation of the ordinary actions of tlieir daily 
life, — subjects, as we may believe, but little adapted to excite 
the genius or imagination of foreign poets or musicians. 

We have already seen that they themselves neglect literary 
productions. 

They have no splendid buildings for their museums, since 
they do not value external appearance, and are insensible to 
that which speaks merely to the eye. They consider the riches 
of a museum to consist only in the works of art which it jk)s- 
sesses, and not in the building which contains them. 

For the same reason they dispense with elegant buildings for 
their town halls and courts of justice, as well as for the dwell- 
ings of their princes and high functionaries ; since they despise 
everything which has for its aim outward appearance, — that 
which merely pleases the eye, without having any useful and 
remunerative purpose ; this causes them to neglect the decora- 
tion and ornamental arrangement of their towns. 

On the other hand, they have schools, hosi)itals, asylums for 
the poor, dikes, harbors, roads, canals, and railways ; works in 
which practical ideas prevail rather than the imagination, and 
where we find, combined with an outward form almost always 
unpleasant and of doubtful taste, a skilful carrying out of the 
proposed plan, and a logical, clever adaptation of the means 
necessaiy to attain the desired end. 

They have especially dwelling-houses verj' well suited to their 
character, their tastes, and their wants. These arc small, sombre, 
detached, all alike, perfectly neat within and without, dividtnl 
into a limited number of rooms of considerable size, with a 
small ganlen, where they cultivate the flowei*s which they love 
so well. This affords the Dutchman the most complete satisfac- 
tion of his desires and aspirations. He is there alone and at 
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peace, shut in, with no neighbors, no pr}'ing looks, no noise. 
These houses are as well adapted to their inhabitants as the 
inhabitants themselves seem made for them. 

Such dwellings as these would be utterly unsuitable for us 
who are so fond of variety and novelty, who cliange our habita- 
tions teu times in the course of our lives, modifying our abode 
according to our situation at the time, our present resources, or 
the increase of our family. If the Hollander grows rich, he 
improves the interior arrangements of his house, but without 
changing his residence ; if his family increase (never beyond a 
certain number), the children are crowded together, and leave 
their home while young to seek their fortune elsewhere, — in 
Java or the Indies, — but the idea of the removal of the house- 
hold would never occur to them. There are no apartments to 
let at Amsterdam, Eotterdam, or the other large towns, and a 
house is never rebuilt till it falls down.^ The system of tracing 
out new streets by expropriation is entirely unknown. 

The plan of building detached houses inhabited by a single 
&mily has not yet been adopted by us, and it is probable that 
it will be long before we imitate it The excessive value of 
land in large towns is doubtless one of the reasons of this, but 
not the only motive ; since in London, where land is as expen- 
sive as at Paris, each person has his own house. The true cause 
of this habit depends upon our natural disposition and our origia 
We are of Latin race, and we like to make a show. Eveiything 
which is brilliant and splendid pleases and attracts us. We are 
fond of beautiful stuffs, of bright colors, of palaces, and all that 
ciCn throw an illusion over our life and the social position we 
occupy. We should never be contented to inhabit a house 
built of bricks, mean in appearance, with contracted windows, 
low doors, and narrow passages and staircases. We require 
laige vestibules, a hall with a wide portc-^ochhe, a grand stair- 
i, an ornamental facade, and all those external signs which 



' The/ hMTt, howerer, lately endeavored to build, in Amsterdam, a quarter 
wliefv netr-comen may be able to take refuge. 






would -ive a stranger an idea of our fortune and iK^sitiou in the 
world. ^ We can only satisfy desires of this kind at great ex- 
pense and a private individual cannot procure the enjoyment of 
them from his own lesources; thci-efore several unite their funds 
and inhabit a hirge house, with such conditions of outward ap- 
pearance as please them best, the expenses of which are less 
since they are divided among a greater number. 

A private house includes in France not only the expense of 
the first establishment, the price of the land and of constructi^m, 
but the additional outlay for decoration, repairs, servants porter, 
gardener, and other expenditure of the same kind ; w uch as we 
have seen, the economical Dutchman is singularly able either to 
restrain within due bounds, or to avoid altogether. 

We will not here discuss the question whether we are right 
or wrong, -whether we are the madmen, and the Dutch are 
wlsa We merely state foots, show the conditions under M 
we live, the details of our social life wliich distinguish us from 
the HoUanders ; and we will conclude by saying that the Dutch 
houses, so well adapted to their inhabitants, would be as little 
appreciated by us. as our spacious habitations, in which several 
families live side by side, would be suited to their tastes. 

1 It U understood that we here speak of only the middle ranks both in Fnmce 
and Holland. The higher or lower classes are not affected by these considerations. 
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FROM UTRECHT TO HANOVER 



THB GOUNTRT, THE JOURNEY, AND THE TRAVELLERS. 



r' was with a heart-reuding feeling that we approached the 
frontiers of Germany. We thought with sadness of all the 
harm that had hecn done to us hy those who Iiad come from 
that country. The image of our disasters, of the terrible misfor- 
tunes of which we had been victims, recurred to our mind, with 
the remembrance of all the painful details and the mournful 
scenes which had accompanied them ; but an interest which can 
easily be understood urged us onward. We wished to see in 
their homes, to study in their own country, those Germans who 
know us so well, and whom we know so imperfectly and so' 
little. We had already visited Germany, but before 1870; and 
since that time both the people and the country appeared to us 
in a new light and under another aspect In order thoroughly 
to attain our end, we ought perhaps to Lave gone to Prussia; 
but our courage had failed us, and we had, on the contrary, 
chosen for the scene of our new journey those provinces of this 
great empire which were the least Prussian, and had been the 
most recently annexed. 

At Oldenzaal the Dutch cQstom-house officers, dressed in 
white and red, bade us adieu. Those who received us at Ben- 
theim had the rough speech and the appearance of soldiers. 
The railway-station is fortified ; the employes wear the military 
costume ; they are armed, and you would inuigine that you were 



162 



GERMANY. 



entering a fortress. Germany, from tlie very first, appeared to 
OS under that aspect which is the basis of its character, — that 
of militaiy government carried to the last extreme ; society, as a 
whole, oiganized like an immense regiment, in which each mem- 
ber, from the highest to the lowest, is but a number. 

Custom-house officials do not in any country assume attrac- 
tive forms, but nowhere are they so disagreeable as in Germany. 
Bude and imperious, they thrust everywhere their villanously 
diity hands, indulging occasionally in coarse jests, repeated with 
the accompaniment of rude shouts of laughter. They take an 
immense time in performing their duties, and confiscate every 
doubtful article with a zeal that reminds one of the former cus- 
tom-bouse officers of the Italian principalities. 

But eveiytbing comes to an end in this lower world, even a 
Tiait from German officials ; and at last they allowed us to re- 
turn to our carriage and continue our journey. 

The railway from Rheine to Minden — a point where it joins 
the line from Hanover to Cologne — is a new route, still but 
little known, aud which appears picturesque to a traveller arriv- 
ing from Holland He sees cultivated land, high hills covert 
with woods, cottages painted with cobalt blue or vermilion, carts 
passing with the last loads of the year's harvest ; all around are 
numbers of young men and girls, strong, vigorous, and well pro- 
portioned. Near Osnabriick, the centre of important iron-mines, 
we saw an immense assemblage of workmen, — a sort of meetiug 
preparatory to a strike In the country, at the entrance of the 
towns, and at the gates of the stations, are large direction-posts 
covered with notices, showing the name of the province, that of 
the commune, the number of the regiment, of the battalion, and 
of the landwehr company, of which the adjoining country forms 
a part This is one of the elements of the district organization 
which renders it so easy to concentrate rapidly mobilized troops, 
since each soldier belonging to them knows beforehand the place 
oi meeting. At the more important stations — that is to say, 
almost every hour — there is a long stoppage. The train is 
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emptietl, the travellera rush out into the refreshment-rooms, take 
by storm mountains of roEs filled with ham or cheese, which 
they wash down with large glasses of ale drunk off at a draught 
and then return supplied with sufficient pro%isions to last until 
they reach the next station. 

The passengers are unoccupied during the journey. They do 
not read, converse but little, and hum occasionally some patri- 
otic airs. Their only amusement, when they cease to eat, is to 
smoke enormous pipes. Sometimes they smoke at the same 
time a cigar and a pipe, taking alternate whiffs at each. 

Contrary to what takes place among us, who have a smoking 
compartment, they have one for those who do not smoke. The 
men appear rough, brusque, unpolished. They thrust aside 
without pity the women and children who come in their way, 
in order to get first into the carriages and secure the best places. 
The jokes which pass among them if they are successful, and the 
gestures by which they are accompanied, are rude and foolish ; 
but these excite loud and boisterouq laughter, the repetition of 
which is annoying and fatiguing. Happily the carriages are 
comfortable, and each compartment is, as a rule, far from full 
There are four classes ; the first exactly resembles our eoup^. 
As to the fourth, it is no better than our cattle-vans. The seats 
: in the second-class carriages, placed opposite to each other, can 
be drawn nearer at night, and form an excellent bed. The ex- 
press tmins usually have carriages of all four classes. 

The station at Minden looks like a veritable fortress, with an 
external rampart protected by forts. Tlie railway he™ 6°*^" 
the vaUey of the Weser,— a very strong line, and well defended. 
All the railway-stations have the appearance of fortifications 
(Fi<» 88) They are built of brick, with watch-towers, machico- 
lations, and loopholes. One would imagine them to be great 
playthings, if the Germans were fond of play.. It is most rea- 
sonable to suppose that our prudent neighbors have desired to 
provide against the possibility of an attack in the northwest and 
to arrange that in case of defeat they might be able to fall back 



•nd n-fonn under the shelter of a second line resting on th^ sea, 
and extending along the course of the Weser. 

The views and kndscapcs which succeed each other are varied 
and interesting; but they are wanting in animation and cheer- 
fulness, in that joyful festival ait which gives such a charm to 
the conntriea of the South, where you constantly hear the shouts 
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•nd Hvely songs in which the people of France. Spain, and Italy 
take mch delight 

The buildings, which lie on each side of the road, bear no re- 
•emblance to those which we liave hjtherto seen. Their fonn 
and arrangement ore infinitely varied; the exteriora differ 
greatly, and tlie picturesque is developed freely on the facades. 



FEOM UTRECHT TO HANOVER. 



ICS 



The materials employed are brick and the white stone of the 
couatrj'. These bricks arc used in every possible coinbtiiation. 
They Iiave also special forms of them, which are ndnpted for iiso 
in a manner unknown among oui'selvcs, and which prtxluce un- 
usual forms of great originality. Their colors are as varied as 
their shape. Sometimes the angle of a bnck is rcuioved ; 
Beveral bricks, thus broken, being placed by the side of each 
other, produce an effect like the teeth of a saw. Four bricks, 
with the angles thus taken off, joined together, leave a small 
dark opening which throws the courses into relief Occasion- 
ally, bricks alternately red and white are laid edgeways, so as to 
show the narrowest face, and are surmounted by black bricks 
cut to an angle of 4i>*, presenting tlic appeanrntc of a kind of 
arcade, etc. The joints of bricks are also often filled M-ith a 
cement, the color of which contrasts with them, and fonas a 
fresh design. The sills of the windows, the chimney-pots, and 
" the spaces above the doors, being carefully studied and nwre 
richly decorated than the rest of the building, present salient 
points which attract attention. 

AH the buildings, whether great or small, are formed on the 
model of French architecture of the Middle Ages, adapted to 
modem requirements with a remarkable skill and a care which 
are the result of long and patient study. We do not move for a 
moment from the window of our carriage, being anxious to lose 
bothing of what is passing before our eyes. As we approach 
Hanover, where the Gothic style has so remarkably flourished 
during our own times, we begin to believe that the marvels that 
have been promised to us will not prove illusory, and will not 
prepare for us, as is usually the case under siuiikr circumstan- 
ces, a bitter deception. 

We reach the station. The public crowd on the platform, for 
they have free access to receive the friends who arc arriving, 
and to bid adieu to those who are going. The Waiting-ioonis rif 
all classes have refreshment-roorais, which you can enter or quit 
as you please. There are long sofas by the side of the walls. 
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with tables before them, on which to place parceb.—advauta^es 
reserved m our cqml republic for the passeugers of the firet clL 
only. The offices are open to the platform; immeusc maps 
co>-er the walk The foreigner, if he finds any difficulty in 
making himself underatood. can point out the pLicc whither he 
wwhes to go. By looking at these maps during the Ion-' hours 
he has to wait, even an ignorant man would at kst receTve into 
his mind certain configumtions, certain traces which are thus 
unconsciously imprinted on his memoiy. and which may recur 
to his recoUection at a time when he may need them. An- 
nouncements in English. French, and German show the travel- 
ler the direction in which the trains pass. While he has to 
watch over his own personal safety, it is not easy for him to 
ascertam which way he should go. whUe trains passing in differ- 
ent directions are crossing each other. HappUy an attendant 
came to our assistance, and almost immediately we found our 
way into the city. 

The impression made by our first walk through the streets of 
Hanover is still present to our mind. Night was coming on 
and the large buildings and houses on each side of the wide 
streets through which we passed assumed a fantastic aspect. 
Which carried us back to another epoch, and made us dream of 
other ages; so that the morrow, which was to transform the illu- 
Mon into reality, seemed very slow In comiuT 
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OINERAL APPEARANCE. — NEW STREETS, — THE OLD TOWN. -THE RATHAtfS.— 
THE MARKT-KIRCHE. — THE RESIDEN7-SCHL0SS. — THE OPERA-HOUSE. — THE 
OTMNASIUM. — THE SYNAGOGUE. — THE SCHOOLS. 

THERE is no European city wliicii has been remodelled dur- 
ing the present era, according to a decided and well-deter- 
mined style of architecture, and in which the public buildings 
stand in due relation to the private dwellings, where we do not 
find Gothic churches by the side of Grecian palaces, placed in 
the midst of houses of the Renaissance. Alunich contains, in 
the works carried on by King Louis, only copies of buildings of 
every age, of all countries, and ever)' style of architecture, with- 
out any connection between them ; it is a museum of copies. 
St Petersburg, Vienna, Geneva, and many other towns, have 
lately done nothing but reproduce Parisian buildings, which are 
not very remarkable for their homogeneity, or the expression of 
a unique idea or a dominant principle. 

Hanover, for some reason which we can neither ascertain nor 
understand, has given birth to a school of learned architects who 
have pursued their studies at home and abroad, more especially 
in France, as we may say without an affectation of false mo*l- . 
esty. The works of this school are ali-eady numerous and im- 
portant. We can recognize and follow step by step, in the 
modem stmcturcs in Hanover, the manner in which they first 
felt their way, the progress attained by slow degrees, and their 
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influence in the former kingdom of Hanover, afterwards extended 
to many cities in the German Empire. 

The first step in these attempts was the study of the old 
buildings, — types that remained of the architecture of a former 
age and of another countr}% transplanted to this foreign soil. 
This architecture, which, properly speaking, does not belong to 
Germany, was inspired by Khenish buildings, and the examples 
of our old French architecture of the Middle Ages. 

The Germans^ who have schools of literature and music of 
their own, have none of painting or of architecture. They have 
no national architecture; and we see this great German race 
bonowing from the Latins, the Slaves, and the Saxons, who aro 
on their frontiers, the form and construction which are to be 
seen in their private and public edifices. 

For this reason we cannot discover in Germany a gradual 
development of artistic facts, a relation between the various 
buildings, or that regular gradation which they display every- 
where else. The transitions are sudden ; or, rather, there is no 
transition between the various periods and the different styles. 
They received the Gothic in its completeness, they applied it 
without effort or study; all at once, without passing through our 
Benaissance, they advanced from Gothic to Eococo, — and what 
Boooco it is ! When we built Versailles, they constructed their 
palaces at Berlin and Vienna. They have never originated any- 
thing, and have always copied ; but we cannot but acknowledge 
one merit which they possess : that they have known well how 
to choose their models. 

The same tiling which the Germans did in the Middle Ages 
and at the period of the Eenaissance they know how to do in 
the nineteenth century. After having taken as their examples 
tbe Boman and Gothic buildings of the Bhine and the Ile-de- 
France ; after having endeavored, without any residt, to compre- 
hend our Renaissance, and having transformed it in a manner so 
well known, the Germans have, at the present day, entered on 
the path which archax>logical studies and labors had begun to 
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open iu France thirty years ago; and since tl.en t .ey have nuulc 
»^h rapid advances in tbe career they bad traced out for tbem- 
selves, tbat sometimes, as at Hanover, tbey buve excelled us 

We knew wbat to expect at Hanover. Drawings, pboto- 
gtapbs. descriptions, bad prepared us beforeband to see Gotb.c 
Schitecture> valued there mom than among ourselves; but our 
expectations ^vere exceeded, and -a thing .lucV seldom occurs- 
we found works better planned and more numerous than ^^c 

*°Tbe^eA^ city is intersected by magniaccnt avenues^ the prin- 
cipal of which - SchiUer-strasse, George-strasse, and Eiscnbil,n- 
stLse-are nearly 100 feet in width. These roads are in their 
whole extent, bordered by modern buildings, aluiost always ni 
the most original and varied style. Not one of these house 
resembles the adjoining one; each has its own pecuLar form its 
distinctive aspect The proportions are not alwaj-s agreeable 
tbe details show somewhat of pretension and research, but the 
entire effect is pleasing; it excites and retains the »"ention 

We linW long over our first walk. We were never tired 
of gazing at the facades of public buildings, or of private houses 
of teck or of stone, on which were to be seen bold projections 
formed by lo-cnas. covered balconies, veritable moucharahjs 
ZlSd b7 extraordinary gables. We 01---^-^ 
through an open window, at some drawing-room on the ground- 
floor, some half-hidden interior, thus preparing in our ou 
mind a plan for a visit and examination which promise such 
attractive studies, so fertile in information and satisf^iction of 

everv kind « 

It is not so easy as may at first be thought to find ones w.^ 
in the midst of buildings so varied, but between which tl^ere . 
such a family likeness, that some time is required to arran c 
and classify them thoroughly. Nevertheless, we were not long 

. W. en.p.0, the .oM OotH^to ^e^ri^ the a«.U.-tu^^^^ 
.woHection* of the Middle .\go» in France, because »o havt no ^ 
can use. 
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io conquering tliis difficulty. A little observation alone suf- 
ficed, and it soon<became easy to ascertain our bearings. 

We soon b^u to make certain cIossificatioDS and remarks, 
the result of whicb ser^-ea to abow how much care and study 
ha^'e been devoted by the authorities of Hanover to the task of 
constructing the new quarters of the city. Nothing has been 
left to caprice or chance; and yet it is easy to see that the 
greatest liberty of action has been allowed to the skill and the 
individual tastes of the architects to whom was intrusted the 
duty of canying out the plan. 

One of the most important questions to be solved in a new 
city, when once the general outline is adopted and the plan laid 
down,* is the study of the angles formed by the meeting of two 
Btreeta. In certain towns — as at Turin, for example, which is the 
perfect image of a draught-board — no particular arrangement is 
neceaaary. In Paris we see the bouses at important angles, 
Buch as those which are at two cross-roads, distinguished from 
the t«st by a special combination. Unfortunately, all the houses 
constructed under these conditions resemble each other so 
strongly, that it is not always easy to recognize them a second 
time. 

At Hanover the bouses at the comers of a cross-road, or those 
fo>Dting a sqiiare, ai^ treated differently, according to the form 
of tlie site on which they are built, and the eflect of perspective 
which they are intended to produce. \Vhen the disposition of 
the public road leaves a large vacant space before the building, 
the foi^ade of such a house is treated otherwise than if it were 
built in a narrow road ; and as, in spite of the width of the 
streets, the buildings which form them are relatively low, the 
system of ventilation is excellent On a public promenade or 
before a square the look-out is skilfully arranged, so as to allow 
the inhabitants within the house to enjoy the prospect without 

1 In order to diiciisi the plan of Ilanarer, it nould be necessary to hare • 
knowledx* of the local topography, which we do not poiscas, and \re must there' 
ion conddar thii jiIbu a good one until the contrary is proTod. 
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The windows have thou a special form: they are wider and 
descend lower, and bay-wiudows are thrown out to enable l^r- 
sons to see what passes on every side. 

A few sketches will illustrate what wc have already said, and 
what is to follow. 




Yig. n. — A Comti-honie In Haiuner, 

Fig 89 represonls the front of a home, by Jfouj. OppW, 
architect, built at the comer of tivo streets, formin- an ncuto 
,i,"le with each other ; the niis"lar point is oeciipied by iv bay- 
•wiUdow of picturesque appearance; the t»o retreating tionls 
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are much varied in their outlines, with very decided projections ; 
tiieir principul lines being also broken up by buttresses and 
^bles, as well as by many i-ecessed and prominent poitioua, the 
vfaole, from a front view, would have a heavy appearance, but 
KeQ sideways it is foreshortened, and a lighter elTect is pro- 
duced by the coutrast of light and shade which soften down the 
details. 
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At an obtuse angle, on the contrary, as in Fig. 90, the faijades 
We thrown forward, and may be taken in at a single glance ; 
theie would be. in such a case, some fear of the monotony re- 
auUiug from a long line of aimilnr openings ; in order to obviate 
tioM incoDveniencQ, the fa<;ade is unequally divided, and the 
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principiil part projects beyond tbo wings. Tlic lower lines 
extend regularly along the building, passing over the pnjjecting 
portions, aud thus producing a good cflect ; while in the wings 
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there are the divisions ^-ith their projections. Tlie stories vary 
in height, according to their imivorttuice and the part which they 
are intended to play ; and in the thick-ness of the walls there 
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are leceased balconies, sumiouiitcd by large arcbes, u'bich extend 
over tiie windows on two floors. The whole is very subdued, 
and does not aim at eflect so much as the preceding example^ 
where the attention is arrested by each separate point; while 
here, on the contraiy, the mass of the work was of sufficient im- 
pOTtaoce to make it necessary to divide it, so as to allow the 
spectator easily to take io the whole effect from one extremity 
to the other, and, by means of breaks and intervals skilfully 
interposed, to diminish the extent on ivhich the eye would have 
to rest 

A baflding erected in a square (Fig. 91), by Mons. Oppler, 
tbe architect, resembles in many respects the preceding struc- 
tore ; but with this difference, that the principal projection la 
more prominent, and assumes the proportions of an important 
decoration. The wings are relatively sacrificed to it, and throw 
iDto rdief the middle of the building, which is treated in a more 
elaborate style, and differs fram the rest both in form and the 
satare of materials. It is evident that a square, surrounded by 
boOdings with such outlines as these, looks brighter and more 
cheerful than if the houses were uniform in appearance and 
height It may indeed be replied, that the latter plan — 
adopted, for example, in our Place Vendome and Place Uoyale, 
etc. — gives to them, according to academic conventionalities, a 
grander and more monumental aspect 

When a house is to be erected at a comer formed by the in- 
tersection of two or more cross-streets of secondary importance, 
the plan adopted is less rich, but the result obtained is always 
original, picturesque, and remarkably varied. We see that the 
architect has endeavored to produce a good effect with regard to 
perspective, and an outliue which is striking at a distance. 

Figs. 92 and 93 represent a small corner-house : it is distin- 
guisliable at a distance, and . cannot be confounded with the 
neighboring houses ; the angle, being cut off, is supei'seded by 
a plane surface supported by a small column, rising to the level 
of the ceiling of the first floor, and sustaining the balconies of 
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the upper stories; and the whole arrangement carries out au 
ingenious idea, the coucci>tiou of which is analogous with tligse 
to which we have already alluded, the i)rineipal- aim bein<» to 
attract attention to one special point, throwing into the back- 
ground the other portions of the frontage, which ai-e to some 
extent sacrificed. 

These examples are only intended by us to explain the prin- 
cipal combinations adopted in the facades of Hanover. As to 
the use which the builder has made of the materials employed, 
and the arrangement of the ground-plan, these are questions 
which will occur hereafter, w^hen we come to examine the in- 
terior of these dwelling-houses. 

We will merely remark here that the houses to which we 
have just alluded are built, some entirely of bricks, and others 
of white stone and brick ; that these bricks are of various colors. 




Fig. 98. — Oronnd-plan. 

yellow, red, or black ; that their fonn varies, as we have already 
shown; and that, according to the manner in which they are 
employed, they are well adapted to imbricated Mork of every 
kind, thus giving to the facades an appearance entirely new to 
ua. "VTe also feel assured that the inhabitants must find in the 
interior of their dwellings an enjoyment as great as the exterior 
produces on the passer-by. "VVe can easily imagine what a 
charm must be added to an apartment by a bay-window filled 
with flowers, well exposed to the sun, with an extensive view, 
which diffuses animation and cheerfulness over the whole room. 
We may also remark that these arc not i)eculiarly luxurious 
houses or sumptuous mansions, but lodging-houses, intended to 
be used by several lodgers ; the ground-floor containing shops, 
and the upper stories the ordinary apartments. 
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The new streets of Hanover are usually quiet, and the crowd 
is not great They possess au importance not in keeping with 
the rest of the city ; they seem to have been built on too grand 
a scale. It is true that when Ernest Augustus undertook the 
embellishment and enlargement of the city, Hanover was the 
capital of the kingdom, the seat of government, and the resi- 
dence of the Court, and that no one could foresee that some day 
Prussia, taking ^x^ssession of this little State, would constitute it 
a province of the German Empire. 

Hanover is an ancient city ; it possessed considerable impor- 
tance even in the twelfth century. In 1553 it accepted the 
Befonnation, and increased rapidly after the year 17G3, when 
George III. caused the sun-ounding fortifications to be demol- 
ished. In 1801 the kingdom lost its autonomy, became first a 
Prussian province, then a French department, and was reconsti- 
tuted in 1817, to become once more a Gennan province in 18C6. 
The old city has preserved the characteristics of the ^liddle 
Ages. The streets are dull, narrow, dark, and in many i)laces 
there are still wooden houses with gigantic gables, the height 
of which extends to five stories. 

These houses (Fig. 94) are of various periods ; some as old as 
the fourteenth or even the thirteenth century. These are the 
most ancient: the different stories project one over the other, 
supported by small wooden corbels ; the intervals between the 
cross-beams are filled in with earth or brick. Other houses, 
more numerous, date only from the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries. They show many details of the architecture of the 
Netherlands united with those of the style called by the Ger- 
mans the German Itciiaissancc, and which is, in fiiet, only a 
species of Kococo, ugly in form and disagreeable in its propor- 
tions. This kind of architecture has for its distinctive charac- 
teristic swollen balustrades and columns, pinnacles wider at the 
top than at the base, and also (but this is an advantage) pro- 
jecting loggias, a kind of bay-window extending down several 
stories, a modified form of wliich we have already found and 
noticed in the modern buildings of this city. 



The Germans ai« eminently a conservative people; this is 
one of the fimdamental qualitiea of their character. No Euro- 




pean nation - for the Dutch are decidedly of German origin - 
lias taken more care to preserve the public buildings and works 
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of art which it possesses. We do not meet in Germany with 
those zealous authuritiiu vho di;iuuliah uu edifice iu oixlcr to 
collect portions of it in a niuscuitL On the coutiury, the coumjit 
of a town or commune will, on all occasions, take evety jirccuu- 
tioa most loviu»ly to protect the ruins uliicli they possess, and 







rtCi H,— Tb* IUthkii% HuMrn'. 

adorn them so as to render them more plonsing, restoring them 
u far as possible, and always preser^'iug tliom. The smallest 
public building is brought under our notice, the most motlcst 
galleiy of paintings exhiliited so ns to attract attention nnd to 
aci^uiie celebrity. If there is any remarkable work of art in an 
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unimportant town, public notice is given of it, and as soon as 
the traveUer leaves his railway-carriage he is made aware of 
what there is to excite his curiosity, and by what means it may 
he gratified. We ought, indeed, in some cases, to distrust the 
enthusiasm which has its source in so good a motive, but which 
too often ends in deception. 

Disappointments of this kind await the traveller who expects 
to find m the Rathaiis or the Markt-Kirche, at Hanover buld. 
mgs wortliy of his attention. 

The Rathaiis (town hall). Fig. 95, is a laige buOding detached 
on three sides, of grotesque appearance, and dwarfed by an enor- 
mous roof. The fii-st floor is irregularly pierced by windows of 
vanous dimensions ; the upper cornice is no longer in its ori-inal 
form; dormer windows, of late construction, occupy the places 
of gables like those in the principal front, and change the oricrf. 
nal proportions of the roof. 

The gables at the end of the buUding, which are very pointed 
are composed of five rows of square brick piUara, which present 
to the view, not one of their flat sides, but an angle; the inter-' 
Tjla are fiUed with masonry work in veiy thin bricks, so as to 
aUow the angles of the piUars to project boldly from the tvont- 
between each of these pillars there is a narrew opening. This' 
remarkable feature, almost entirely detached frem the mass of 
Ae budding, gives a striking but not very attractive appearance 
to the whole On the ground-floor, and covering the outside 
steps, there is a porch with a square balcony, built at a much 
later penod than that of the rest of the Eathaiis, in the arehi- 
tectural style of that Genmin Renaissance of which we have so 
often ^kea This does not produce a pleasing efiect, either in 
Its entuety or its details. 

In the whole of this building the proportions are very defee- 

tive. The openings and the solid parts are badly arranged ; the 

. projections are too pronounced, tfie outline is therefore haixl and 

.exaggerated, and our French taste does not i^dUy accept the 

excessive means employed under the gray sky of the North to 
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produce the effect which the wann light of the Southern sun 
gives 80 rcixdily elsewhei*e. As to details, they are but few; 
those which we find are reminiscences of other models, aud often 
badly placed. 

Near the Ilathaus stands a modem building which ser\'es as 
a butchers* market, the details of which are somewhat interest- 
ing, since they evince care in the plan on which it has been 
erected. The hooks on which the animals are hung, the stalls 
of the dealers, the beams of the wooden ceiling, the decoration 
of the walls, have not the usual commonplace forms and colors ; 
but the whole plan has been well traced and reasoned out, and 
all is truly Gothic. 

• On the market square stands the Church of St. George, the 
only ancient ecclesiastical edifice in Hanover which is interest- 
ing (Figs. 96 and 97), and in which we find the union of the two 
distinctive characters of the churches of the iliddle Ages in 
Westphalia, the vaults of the side aisles raised to the same 
height as that of the nave, and the columns %nthout sculptured 
capitals. The interior contains painted glass windows of Middle- 
Age workmanship, which, although they do not equal those of 
our fine French cathedrals, are, in some parts, admirable both in 
color and design. They have been recently restored with much 
care and good taste. These Germans can neither destroy nor 
create, but still they know how to preser\'e most admirably; 
while to demolish, or to replace an old tiling by a new one, is 
opposed to their nature. There was. in a comer of this church, 
a plumber occupied in repairing the narrow leads of a glass 
window which had just been taken down. He proceeded leis- 
urely with his work, making his repairs with great care, meas- 
uring slowly on a rule pieces of lead an inch and a half in length ; 
and he took delight in this monotonous and tedious occupation. 
A French workman would soon have cast aside all these morsels; 
his master would have preferred that he should use " new stuff** ; 
but the Germans are patient and thrifty; they bear, witlu»ut 
any inconvenience, the monotonous labor imposed upon them. 
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Being ecouomical, they never go to any useless expense. It 
nerer comes into tLeir minds to employ a new tiling wlieu tlie 
old bne can be utilized.* 

A gnard-boiue with Doric columns, 'which reminds us of the 
old barriets in Foris, indicates from a distance the Resideus- 
Schloss (the royal residence). We passed befote a line of sol- 
diers, la a contei there was a little, low, and narrow door, and. 
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after many formalities required by a disobliging porter, we were 
left to the care of a guide, who went with us across a disnud 
and solitary court There was no noise, no other movement 
than that of the monotonous and regular steps of the sentinels ; 
one would think that it \i'a3 a prison rather than a palace. The 
pa't'ements are damp, and grass grows among the chinks; it 
seems as if life and animation hsd disappeared forever from the 

I Tba Ocrrnau carry the princi^ilra of consorvttism to such in extent, that 
-tbey hare not yet nmorcd Tram the anironn of their soldiers the three buttons 
vhicb FreJe^k tfao Great mosed to be sewn on the sleeves of his grenadier^ to 
. pvrent tbolr making ute of them instnul of pocket-handkerchiefi. 
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place. Its masters are gone, and the Utest resident blind and 
in exile, is spending hU Ufe with hU daughter sadly and far 
from his country. 




nt fl.-VUw of th. Chnreli of St. Ooorii aad 
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0«, g«i<le ™ able to read our name and that of ou- «unt^ 
i^Jd in the register. Aflerl»vi„g led » tl"!^";^ f°^5' 
ho bo^n his description in French, very good French, .nU, 
notldf" onr nstonisLd looks, he snid, .-ith an e.press.on thai 
:^^°hc described, "I am from Met." There was a profound 
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sadness in Lis voice, and this short phrase showed in its utter- 
ance such great grief, — it was so eloquent in its brevity, — that 
we dared not ask him, though we could easily guess, what were 
the circumstances which had thus driven him from his country. 
We held out our hands, and ^vrung his in silence. What a sad 
similarity between the destinies of the King and this simple 
citizen, two beings placed at so great a distance from each other 
in the* social scale, and on whom the same hand had inflicted 
the same misfortune! The one driven from France, deprived 
of his cottage, finds' an asylum in Hanover ; the other, deix)sed 
^ from his kingdom, driven from Hanover, takes refuge in France. 
The ro}'al palace is a princely residence, furnished luxuriously. 
The facades have no distinguishing characters, but we were 
struck with the interior ; first with the floor, and then with the 
decoration of one of the apartments, and this neither the lai^gest 
nor the most elegant 

The floors, constructed of wood of various kinds, are covered 
with inlaid work, forming arabesques and geometrical designs, 
sometimes even representing bunches of flowers or hmnan figiirea 
This marqueterie, executed with as much care as in minute arti- 
cles of Parisian workmanship, shows a finish and perfection not 
easily attained, both as regards composition and executioa We 
must, however, add, that in some parts the more difficult scroll 
patterns are traced by means of colored cement let into the 
wood, thus allowing the artist to obtain effects more agreeaUe 

- and more uniform than those that could be produced by inlaid 
wokxl alone ; but these artifices are too rare to diminish the merit 
of the whole work. The room, the decoration of w^hich struck 
us most, b of moderate dimensions, and we have forgotten its 
precise destination. The walls are painted with trellis-work, 
between the irregular lozenges of which are interlaced vine- 
bianches and flowers ; the ground is of a milky- white tint, and 

. through the intersections pass garlands of flowers and leaves ; 
the tones of color are but slightly varied, — red, yellow, green, 
blue, all clear and fresh. The drawing is exquisite, and with a 
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truly astonisbinjj richness of imagination on the part of the artist, 
notwithstanding so great a number of objcct.'i of tl»e same natiirc 
and the same kind, not one resembles another ; each has lU 
special form by which it is distinguished, — its physiognomy, if 
ve may so call it. These paintings have not the usual error of 
ordinary decorations in imitating conventional lights and shadows, 
— a deception which is motlificd by the time of day, and the 
effect of which is not the same in the daytime as by candle- 
light The subjects are i>ainted without the help of light and 
shade, and the effect is produced only by the contour of the 
forms and the purity of design. 

The royal palace contains several other apartments remarkable 
for many reasc^ns, but which unfortunately resemble those of all 
possible pakces. One of these, the Silhcr Kammcr, formerly 
contained about twenty tons' weight of silver plate, which may 
now perhaps be seen at Berlin. Another, a kind of long gallery, 
in imitation of the " Galerie des Glaces " at Vei-sailles, looks out 
on the valley of the Leine, and gives a distant prospect of smU- 
ing meadows, a sweet and animated landscape, varied with copses 
on the hills, at the foot of which are situated the dwelUngs of 
MontbriUant and Herrenhausen. In this room there are several 
pictures remarkable for many reasons, and among others the 
portmit of Duke George Louis, before which the courtiers used 
to bow every Sunday when this prince had quitted Hanover 
in 1714 to occupy the throne of England under the title of 

As we returned into the new town, we perceived at the end 
of a large square, ornamente<l with plantations of trees, a vast 
edifice, which at first sight seemed larger than it really is. This 
is the new opera-house, opened in 1854. We know not why 
this building, a specimen of Italian arehitecture. has been erected 
in the midst of this new Gothic city, and we were not able to 
ascertain the reason ; but the oiiera-house at Hanover, such as it 
is, deser\-e3 a visit (Figs. 98 and 99). The carriage entmnce is 
a covered sixice under a porch wide enough to allow two car- 
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riagea to pass each other without inconveuience ; visitora on foot 
enter by two side doors, which are reserved for them, and they 
thus escape any danger from the horses or the wheels; after- 
wards those who come either od ftfot or in carriages meet in the 
TertibiUe ia front of the ticket-office. To the right and left, two 
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winding staircases, the steps of which are more than six feet 
wide, lead to the floor containing the first tier of boxes ; second- 
Mij itaircaaes lead to the second, third, and fourth tiers. 

Each tier contains twenty-two boxes, and. besides, there are 
the stage boxes, and the grand royal box, which, as in the Italian 
tbeatres, occupies the centre of the house and the height of two 
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tiers. Tlie King had also a private stage box allijttwl to him ; 
he reached it by a special staircase loading from an inucr court- 
yard, where the escort and the carriages were stationed. Tlie 
" foyer " is on the first fioor. It opens on a terrace, which, dur- 
ing summer evenings, forms an agi-ceahle prontenado fur tlie 
spectators. To this foyer is attached au immense rufrcshmcnt- 
atall, — an indispensable accessory to all places of public resort 
in Germany. 

The interior of a theatre, seen by daylight, and between the 
hours of representation or i-ehearsal, has always a fantastic, 
strange, distiuieting look. The body of the house, i>huiged in 
silence and obscurity, seems sombre, dark, and frightful; thei-ii 
is nothing there but em^'tiuess and solitude. A human figure 
wandering in the midst of this darkness reminds one of a ghosL 
The stage, only lighted by a few attic windows in the roof, which 
give but a pule and dull light, assumes grotesque, incomprehen- 
sible proportions; the decorations, seen out of the proper point 
of view, show strange outlines withoiit any intelligible significa- 
tion ; the side ■nings, brought close to each other against all the 
rules of perspective, look like a sliapeless, incongruous, and 
blsety colored assemblage of ]ialace3, churches, ruins, bouses, 
gardens, and forests. The mind cannot take in the meaning of 
this mass of objects : the ropes, pulleys, ladders, the acceswries 
and decomtions piled up everywhere, heai^ed together without 
order or symmetrj', or strangely hung one over the other, seem 
aa if in an inextricable confusion, in which it appears as if it 
would be impossible to find at the time of representation any- 
thing necessary lor use at the proper moment Sometimes a 
sudden noise, without any apparent cause, is heard in the roof; 
it resounds, awukening the echoes of the vast space, and makes 
us shudder involuntarily. A beam cmcks, — the acoustic efl'ect 
gives us an idea that the whole building is about to fall. A cat 
utters a loud mew, and it seems as if all the fantastic animals 
which people the cardboanl menagerie start at once into life and 
motioa The imagination is strongly and strangely moved by 
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the scene; "We were in this excited state, wlieu suddenly, from 
the loyiil box, came a full, youthful, vibrating voice, — that of a 
woman; an Italian voice, whose accents filled the whole house. 
She was Hinging that grand morccau from the first act of the 
Traviata: 

"Tnttm sola peniuta in queato dMCrio." 

Poor girl t She had left her bright sunshine, her cheerful and 
gay felloW'COunti^'mcn so easily pleased, for this gloomy and 
cxM sky, tliese heavy dull people, who come and listen to her 
as they digest their tauer-kratU. But what a pleasure it was 
to oa to hear instead of rude German accents the soft and win- 
ning intonations of the sweet langiK^e of Italy ! 

Then silence returned, more entire and deep than before. 
This song had in a moment transported us far away, calling 
up snch « crowd of recollections as the slightest incident is 
able sometimes to evoke, and over which perhaps it is well 
not to linger. 

Let us Teturo to our visit to the opera-house. Besides the 
theatre, properly so called, there is a concert-room containing 
430 square yards. The principal entrance is through the foyer. 
Being lighted by windows on both sides, this hall sen'es also 
for meetings in the daytime. The opposite wing contains the 
rehearaal-toom, three rooms for the practice of the ballet-corps, 
and of the musicians and dramatic artists, with rooms open to 
the air in order to isolate them from the rest of the building 
and to avoid noise; and then, at the back of the stage, the 
Tsrious offices and accessory rooms, the wardrobe, and the dress- 
•ing and retiring rooms for the actors. 

This building, as we have said, is entirely detached, and 
placed at the highest part of a lar^ open space. This position 
gives it importance, and it appears higher and moi-e elegant 
than it really is. 

Its fe^ades (Hg. 98) have, on the whole, a grand appearance. 
The details ore wanting in originality, but are very simple and 
iept andcr due restraint The proportion of the various stories, 



and their diuieusiona when conipuiiid with the main V«ly of 
the building, as seen from without, are too unifunii. There is 
also another more serious defect. This building — the idea of 
vhich has been derived fixmi an architectural style bclouyiug 
to another country, under a climate less rigorous thiin that of 
the north — has the great disadvantage of haviiy roofs formed 
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into terraces — a deplorable condition in a damp countrj- under 
a dull and cold sky ; and, although it is only twenty yeare old. 
it already shows traces of deterioration, which will oidy be 
aggravated by time. 

We noticed on our way home a curious structure, wliieh 
presents a striking contrast to the opera-house. Tliis is tlie 
Gymnasium, buUt by Messrs. Schulz and Havers, architects. 



The principal portion of the building fronts tbe public road 
(Fig. 100); it includes one story above tbo ground-Hoor, which, 
being dwarfed and low, gives the upper part greater importance. 
The emamental portion, placed over the eotiunce-door, ia some- 




what complicated, but ia ingeniously ananged. There are many- 
details in which tbe German taste has endeavored to represent, 
after its mauner, Gothic ideas. The effect produced is original, 
nnce it shows so phiinly iu origin and the transition from the 
heavy, harsh forms of Teutonic Gothic to the new proportions; 
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: not, indeed, invented by the Germans, but bo well adapted and 
applied by tbcm. There is. however, a redundancy of ornament 
and a want of simplicity in the whole conception; thus tbe 
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principal projection does not correspond well with the side 
portions, so timt instead of a homogeneous whole we ha^-e two 
distinct things having no relation to each other. 
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The ground-plan (Fig. 101) is anything but academical. In 
the principal building we find on Uie gruund-floor a vestibule, 
A land of Engliah ball, enclusing on the left the staircase, the 
dressing and washing rooms for men; on the right the office 
and the apartments for the attendant, with a sitting-room for 
the professors. On the first floor (Fig. 102) there ia a separate 
gymoasium for the exercises of women and sick persons under 
special treatment, and opposite to this ia the women's dtessing- 
loom. 0ns of the apartments also serves as a dancing-room. 
In the building at the back of the first floor is placed the large 
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ban for gymnastic exercises (106 feet in length, by 72 in 
breadth). It is divided into eight compartments, each about 
IS feet wide, with the exception of the last two, which are only 
abont 6 feet 6 inches, and on which rests a gallery, approached 
lU' a staircase from the ground-floor. Tliis hall is covered by 
ft tmtqae roof, the timber-work of which is as curious as we 
bare ever seen (Fig. 103). 

Fttim isolated stone pillars, only 9 feet 10 inches high, spring 
arches which separate the nave from the aide aislea These 
TBtj narrow side portions, being only 4 feet 3 inches in breadth, 
Imts ft cylindrical vault turned over them, while a lower arch 
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connects the isokted pillar with the outstJe Mail. ^^» h u only 
about 1 f«t 8 inches in thickness, but is supported by but^ 
tresses. The construction, up to this point is precisely similar 
rit adopted in certain French churches of the Middle Ages 
for instance. La Souterraine, in the department of Cmus. But, 
beyond the nave, the resemblance between these buddmgs d^- 
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rrenol. MWbg. »o uncovered timber Kof, ot . special conslrac- 
tion. has been erected over the German edifice. 

lie top ot the pillars i> about 9 teet 10 mches above the 
™.„d, a, we have already «.id. while the height of he ndge- 
Seee is 54 feet, aud the distauce ot the opp-jite pdlars from 
Lh other is 59 teet The erection ot a timber roof o these 
dimensions, without any intermediate support presented greca 
diBculties. which the Hanoverian architects have sunnounted 
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in a most intelligent manner. On the top of the walls th.v 
^ W ttU.^ p„,„^ «, „ to meet tt.' ki ' ^ 

Bie muonrir is in .tone and brick, tbe wood-work ,'n H„i 
B may be said that it would have been easV bv *.mr.i • 

«*« uui, nave Deen possible to erect roofs of the «i7p «> 

rfmST™ ;-^ ? ^™ "^■'P'^ ; ""» « "■«! "wf under 

MMMMMOT lajer oi wood. A glass roof would have bepn t/v> i,r.f ; 
^-«r «ri too oold in wintor; „d wo^X^Tve C 
ohscmed by snow at the very time when the li^ht afforfed bv 
It would have been most needed. A tUeci nK>f would^^^^^^ 

T«y costly; and, indeed, when we see what results have C 
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attained, we may surely concede to the Hauoverian architects 
the right to build as they think fit, and to prefer the timber, 
which they have ready to their hands, to iron, which must have 
been procured at great cost 

While we are speaking of buildings departing from ordinary 
ndes, we may also mention a church now being erected in' 
iEgidien-stadt (Figs. 104 and 103). We see there the same 
isolated pillars, the narrow aisle, forming a kind of internal 
buttresses which we have already noticed at the Gymnasium ; 
80 there is no necessity to allude again to them. We will only 
can attention to the method adopted for the roof of the nave, 
and which consists in long tie-beams, supported by two rows 
of braces of unequal length, from which annular vaults spring. 
This combination is ingenious, but the effect is heavy. The 
dimensions which are necessarily given to the timbers dwarf 
the lower parts. It is a kind of compromise between some 
churohes in the Netherlands and certain of our modern ones, 
in which barrel vaults have recently been constructed. Still, 
while accepting ideas of this nature, it is evidently an advan- 
tage, with regard both to the appearance, the construction, and 
the durability, k> substitute, as we have done, stone arches for 
the wooden tie-beams from which the vaults spring. 

The most important modem ecclesiastical builditig in Hanover 
ia the new synagogue, the architect of which is Mons. Oppler. 

The synagogue was anciently the place where the Jews met 
to pray, to read and expound the sacred Scriptures. This cus- 
tom has not been changed ; and the Hebrew worship, after the 
lapse of three thousand years, requires no modification of the 
arrangement according to which the temple of Solomon was 
built It seems, therefore, at first sight, that the plan of this 
temple ought to have been adopted for all synagogues in every 
country ; but, though the creed and mode of worship have not 
been altered, the requirements of different climates are not the 
same. It was necessary to unite the modem necessities of the 
West with the conditions required by a religion which origi- 
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character, and the system of its constnictioQ, is ailuptcd to 
present circumstances, and, at tlic same time, in acconlaDcc 
with the traditions which it must recall, and the fundamental 
ptiuciplea which it must transmit Synagogues, like nil otlier 
buildings, vary, therefore, in form as much as in architectural 
disposition. 

The ground-plan of the Hanover synagogue (Fig. IOC) is con- 
foimable to conventional notions. It assumes the form of a 
rectangle, but the greater width to the right and left of the 
nave would, unfortunately, recall the idea of the cross, were it 
not that this transept is so disposed as to present, with the 
prolongation of the nave and the choir, a vast central division, 
which, correctly spealcing, forms in itself the main portion of 
the building, divided from the aisles by arches springing from 
isolated pillars. 

Before the entrance, which is at the west end, is a porch, to 
which open the staircases leading to the galleries ; the vaulted 
roof of this porch is supported by twelve columns, intended to 
represent the twelve tribes of Israel Beyond the nave or holi/ 
ftaee, is the sanctuarj' or koli/ of holm, placed ut the east end 
In the central part a krge cupola rises higher than any other 
part of the building, and symbolizes the idea of the unity of 
God. 

Kear the sanctuary there are two vestries, to the light and 
left; and at the entrance are two other rooms. In the large 
qioce on the ground-floor are raised seats reserved for men, and 
on the first floor those allotted to women. Within the choir 
are the stalls of the grand rabbi, of the members of consistory, 
and of the administrative commission. In front are the pulpit, 
the seven-branched candlestick, and the traditional lamp; in 
the apse, the ark or chest, a souvenir of the ark of the covenant, 
in which the Jen-a keep tlie five books of the law of Moses, 
written by hand on vellum, and rolled up in the ancient 
manner. 

We may notice among the architectural details of the interior 
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(Fig. 107) the large arches of the nave, which occupy its wholo 
height, from the giouiid to the roof, without being cut by lower 
arches intended to support the galleriea. These remind ouc of 
the ancient churches in 'Westphalia, in which the aisles wero 
always as high as the nnve. The galleries are sustained on pil- 
lars and consoles of wrought-iron, and seem to be independent 
of the structure, so that they might be removed without making 
any other change in the disposition of the building. This is, 
periiaps, a iault, but, on the other band, the plan adopted U 
Dovel ; it increases the elevation of the vaulti, since no combi- 
nation of details interferes with their height The cupola is 
supported on four squinchcs, formed of retreating arches succes- 
sively lessening as they receda The rest of the building is cov- 
ered with groined vaults with projecting ribs. The whole has 
a comfortable and nch Appearance, which will be still more aug- 
inented by the decorative parts, which are far from being finished 
at the present time. 

The principal arrangements of the gronnd-plan and the inte- 
rior are evident in the facades (Fig. 108). We can easily recog- 
nize, as we examine them, the large central hall, mentioned 
before, surmounted by a cupola, and defined by four projecting 
pillars. We may remark that the vaults of the nave might, per- 
haps, be dark at the upper part (for they receive only borrowed 
light from the windows of the aisles), were it not that, on account 
of the comparatively little length of the ground-plnn, the build- 
ing will be lighted by the large windows at the extremities of 
the transept. 

This synagogue is built of freestone, as well as bricks, wood, 
and iron. This is one of the few buildings in Hanover in which 
we have noticed the employment of iron. Its use has been so 
well understood, and it has here been employed in forms and 
combinations so appropriate to its nature and to the part which 
it plays in the construction, that it is evident that its unfrequent 
application is not owing to Hanoverian orohitects not knowing 
how to employ it with effect It rather depends on tbe infiu- 
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CDce of wise ecouomical views whicli cause timber to oe pre- 
fen«d to iron, since the former a still abuaduut ia tie cuuutry 
and comparatively clieap. 




Flf. IM. — STiufiiffM *i Humrar. 

The GymDoaium and the synagogue are two such interesting 
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Viuldings that they certainly deserve the detailed descriptions 
which we have given of them. The architects who planned 
them have had the merit, rare among our German brethren, of 
not boROwing and appropriating to themselves the results of the 
studies of others. These public buildings constitute, each in its 
kind, works of great personal ability, including, as we see, many 
diverse elements; but these reminiscences are wisely coordi- 
nated, and placed in perfect agreement with each other, and 
produce, on the whole, a combination much to be admired. 

We enter a primary school, where we find the playground 
email, the class-rooms insufficient, the ceilings too low, the chil- 
dren too crowded together, the school furniture unsuitable. One 
master presides over and teaches more than a hundred scholarsi 
at oncsL The light is not good ; the building, originally a pri- 
Tmte house, has been transformed into a school, and this tittns- 
Ibnnation has not been judiciously effected. We pay a visit to 
n second school This is not so badly arranged and kept as the 
preceding, but still it is fsur below what we meet with in the 
modem schools of France and England. It was very warm there, 
and the odor produced by the assemblage of so many children 
WB8 intolerable. We asked the master what means he had at 
his disposal for ventilating the school-room. It was necessary 
to lepeat the question several times, and, then his countenance 
eoddenly lighted up; he understood, and rushing to one of the 
windows, threw it wide open with a triumphant air. 

The Polytechnic School is an establishment which nearly cor- 
responds to our large lyceums, or rather to the Eollin and Chaptal 
odUeges in Paris. The class-rooms are small but well ventilated, 
mnd the pupils have a respectable appearance. Not being desir- 
ous of showing our nationality as Frenchmen, we asked one of 
the elder lads a question in English. He replied in very good 
French that they did not learn English, but French only, as this 
language alone is obligatory. He was a boy of about fifteen 
jeaiB of age, and he expressed himself easily and without em- 
btfiBssment We doubt whether many of the pupils of our 
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d^. „, that o-rr^'^r^Jl «^C'' "- - 

JZlopted to. the oo-stniCion and am,.g».e»t ot to pn 
■°^.^'1«», <m of the .ix mflitety scioota of Oen»u,r. 
rttttction IS given to the lounu ai . 

war of 1870. underco frequent exami- 

'''' '''^te^s; sStl Th^ rexpectXin answer to the 
nations on these '^fi^^ J J. foVinstance. the numbers 
questions proposed ^^era^ P ^ ^^„,^^ .^ , fo,. 

of the regiments ^'V^l2^^^^l\^, local resources, the im- 
eign country he -^V^'y^/XeTr:^'^^ of every commune, 
portance and the nature ot t^« P™^ . division, with the 

Se names of the generals "^ Y^^/jf.f 3,^ ^e camps. 

£ir:rru'Sor;g£^-^.- 



204 



GERMANY. 



^ manner in wliich they are worked, the points of bifurcation 

^ the lines^ and the quantity of rolling^ stock belonging to the 

<50inpanies. The bridges over the larger and smaller rivers are 

indicated on special maps, with an estimate of the weight which 

tbey are calculated to bear. The width and depth of rivers and 

canals are exactly quoted and learned by heart. Nothing is 

neglected, so that during a campaign there should be no obstacle 

wltfiteyer due to ignorance or irresolution, so as to delay the 

advance of troops. 

The pupils, both of primary and secondary schools, engage 
with eagerness in gymnastic exercises. The importance given 
to the buildings of the Gymnasium (Figs. 100, 101, 102, and 
103) shows what interest the Germans attach to such games as 
develop the body and give it the strength necessary to maintain 
a just balance between the physical and mental powers. 

We have no intention of instituting a thorough comparison 
"between the secondary schools of France and Germany ; but still 
we will notice the most important points of difference between 
the two systems. Germany has established the tutorial system 
80 much in favor in England, by substituting for large boarding- 
schools, smaller ones for eight or ten pupils, limited establish- 
ments kept by professors of colleges. The professors receive 
these boys into their own families, accompany them to school, 
hear their lessons, watch over their conduct, and take the place 
of their absent parents. There are no regular and obligatory 
hours of study ; the children work whenever they please ; pro- 
vided- that their duties are performed at a given moment, the 
master requires them to give no account of their time. Instead 
of janior masters, there are monitors chosen by the pupils, and 
taken from themselves. The classes, instead of lasting two hours 
each, are only three quarters of an hour or an hour in duration, 
suid are always separated by a period of recreation. 

If the higher German studies lose themselves in the mazes 
of metaphysics, and a sort of poetical dreaminess full of minute 
details respecting the analysis of the sentiments, the secondary 
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teaching for younger lads is, on the contrary, eminently prac 
^X :ul young pupils are weU grounded in geogntphy history, 
ml'eratiL, thl natural sciences, singing, drawing, and one or 
Two living languages, taught by means of lonrj convenaUans be- 

tILn he%rore^^ ^"^"^ '".^'^^^^^^^^^ 

thrsomewhat slow inteUigence of a Gennan child is able to 
foSowTt!is mther advanced. The pupils have greater knowl- 
C of singing, arithmetic, and geography than the chddren 
of the lower classes in our country. , • . ;„ 

The last obsemtion that we shaU make on th.3 subject is, 
that during several visits paid to Germany, we have always 
W struck-long before 1870 -with the great number of 
i^^^ich cover%he walU of the -W-^'-^' *^™ 
and restaurants; in fact, of every place of public "fort ^e~ 
were amon- them many maps of France, and we still find them 
C Sy are. we must say, excellent substitutes for the pic- 
^ in such b^d taste, unfortunately so much in favor among 

'^Sr tfr^Tppeared to us so advantag^u. th. when 
we were requested, soon after one of these --'»' *« J^'j;^;?^ 
plan for a school-house, we proposed to paint maps on the ^alto 
of the class-rooms and playground. This pi^position was re- 
ceived by the local administration with much la^g^^^y ''^ «^ 
extifense The same result followed our suggestions in Paris 
t^S^pect to the construction of workshops for a h^ 
limber Vf men. We then suggested that maps, t-ls -odeU 
for calculation, writing, design, or the usual «f ;«°»«°^ .^. ^^, 
Liness, should be painted on the walls. « That would distract 
the attention of my workmen," repUed the master. 
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THE HOUSES, THEIR FURNITURE, AND THEIR INHABITANTS. 

BEFOEE speaking of the houses of Hanover, let us notice 
their inhabitants and the general aspect of the city. 
Though it is still early, the streets wear already an animated 
appearance; housekeepers are going to market in their red or 
blue bonnets; the mistress of the house does not consider it 
beneath her dignity to go herself to make her purchases, accom- 
panied by 8er\'ants who, with their arms bare as far as their 
shoulders, carry in their large baskets an enormous load of 
provisions of all kinds, and are prodigal of their smiles to the 
belmeted soldiers whom they pass. Groups of pereons are fre- 
quently seen. Those who compose them remain indefinitely 
tooted to the same spot, and yet their conversation does not 
seem very animating or interesting. Two men meet ; they stop 
and smoke by the side of each other their long porcelain pipes ; 
they exchange but few sentences, but are contented with utter- 
ing now and then a word which appears to be very significant, 
for it is sufficient to give fresh lift to the interview and to pro-' 
long the time of their stay. There are not many vehicles drawn 
by horses, but a great number of hand-barrows, in which a single 
man is able to take a considerable load. Clerks go to their 
offices with that weary look, that indefinable expression of 
• ennui, which, in every country, is given to their features by 
the monotonous and regular life that they lead. We see regi: 
ments of soldiers drawn up in line; the men are 8tron<» and 
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robust ; their natural powers are developed, their i>hysiciil foreo 
is very great, but there is but little intelligence shown in their 
eyes or their brows. The discipline api)ear3 to be excessive, 
and is maintained with exemplary severity. If an officer i)asse3, 
the soldiers stop and salute ; if it is a suiwrior officer, not only 
the common soldiers, but the officers whom he meets, draw up, 
salute him, and continue on their way with the regularity and 
precision of an automaton when the spring which moves it has 
been touched. 

At meal-times — and they frequently recur — the restaurants 
are filled immediately the former guests have left Enormous 
dishes full of meat, prepared with but little deliaicy, are placed 
before customers who are always hungry and eat greeilily, 
scarcely stopping for a moment to empty large glasses of beer, 
which they drain at a single draught. Between meals, they 
frequently take rolls filled with ham, cheese, or cold beef, and 
wash them down with beer or brandy. The men lay down their 
pipes only when they are eating, and resume them immediately 
after they have finished. One may easily understand that their 
manners have but little refinement and politeness. The time 
which is not given to business is often passed at the tavern. 
The women sometimes exchange visits in the afternoon ; these 
little social meetings are called Mittioochnachmittagcaffcfjcsr.il- 
khaft! They then partake of slices of bread-and-butter and 
cups of cafi all lait; these slices and cups are of considerable 
size, and nevertheless the former rapidly disappear, and the 
latter are frequently refilled. 

When one of the guests, seated at the door of a tavern, makes 
a joke, he smiles blandly, his countenance expands with simple 
and dull enjoyment ; the jest passes from one table to another ; 
each one repeats it to his neighlxjr, even repeats it to himself 
that he may thoroughly understand it; at last they begin to 
laugh, and their mirth increases in intensity, so that there is 
no end of it; a quarter of an hour afterwanls it still continues. 
They dwell upon a single word or a gesture which they think 
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^oirtihy of attention, and ponder it in their minds, heavily en- 
S«»s*sed by it. In one of the grand taverns near the radway- 
station a stout officer had just taken his breakfast The meal 
-^h he had swallowed would frighten the reader; but bavin- 
St finwhed with a salad-bowl full of henings and potatoes" 
a soup-pkte of cafi au lait, he felt satisfied; then, rising 
table, acyusting his spectacles and buckling on his belt, our 
began to sing with a thundering voice and an accent im'pos- 
to describe, Mein Hcrr Malporougk s'en fa-f-en guerre ! 
appkuse which he obtained was prodigious. Every person 
snt repeated the words, passed them on to their neighbors, 
them to the new-coiners, and then came shouts of kughter 
stamping of feet. An hour afterwards the excitemenr had 
calmed down, for it only ceased to begin afresh. The famous 
^ tte was repeated and commented on in a hundred ways with 
y^dent satisfaction and admiration, and certainly provided suffi- 
^^SJ ^°^'^^^»^ employment for the whole of the day. 

The vanity of these people is unbounded ;i you notice it in 
^eiy word and gesture. These parvenus of victoiy have en- 
'iTed our supremacy and our influence in all European ques- 
ons for many years, and they are now determined to have 
cteir revenge; but they do not understand, as we do, true glory 
^^pnde, and they remain inferior to us in greatness and gen- 
3^ty. The splendor of triumph is sufficient for us, but they 
^ understand only the outward and material aspect of con- 
Heet A tide of honor is the reward of a French general who 
J^ma victorious. German generals, like barbarians, goi-ed 
*"*^^ves with gold after the war of 1870. 
jTe atop before a cabinet-maker's shop. The men are work- 
« conscientiously, steadily, and without spirit, yet still with- 
^^ wasting their time. The one who was nearest to us was 

^" ^ J^Iht^."" r-f in letter, of gold. "The AustrUn cam- 
•^ :•. ^ **• ^* '^P'^ FnMlerick the Great for semi years " • 
•^•t the oppodta page, "WUliam I. concluded it in «)ren days." ' 
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connecting two oak planks by a groove and tongue joint ; every 
moment he fitted hi» boards together, tried them, turned them 
over, and compared them ; he took a small piece off the tongue, 
and then enlarged the groove ; then he tried them afresh, en- 
deavoring to drive one into the other with his mallet ; then he 
examined his boards on every side. The work was certainly 
done firmly and well, but he had occui)ied twice as much time 
as a Frenchman would have done ; and, after all, it was finished 
without taste. The veins of the wood were not matched ; they 
crossed each other instead of meeting at the central line, and 
spreading afterwards so as to form the aigrette, so much admired 
in our cabinet-work, and which would not have been forgotten * 
by a French workman who was skilful and who was fond of his 
trade. 

There are no beggars in the streets, for mendicity is strictly 
forbidden in Germany, and in some of the northern towns a fine 
is inflicted on every person convicted of giving alms. 

We do not see so many women in the streets in the afternoon 
as in the morning. They go out but little, and pay but few 
visits to each other ; which accounts for their eagerness to form 
groups in the streets, and to exchange a few wortls when they 
are out and happen to meet 

The men are heavy, dull, stout, gross, but strong and robust ; 
we seem every moment to meet with all the shoeblacks, tail- 
ors, and shoemakers that we have seen in France. Benjamin 
Constant was right when he once said of these people : " The 
Germans are ponderous in their reasoning, their jokes, their 
tenderness, their diversions, and their quiet hours, — they seem 
to think that it would put them out of breath to be cheerful, 
and that they would be thrown off their guard if they were 
polite." 

Theatrical performances begin and conclude at an early hour. 
The women go in morning di-ess; they listen without stirring 
from their boxes, or paying visits to each other ; the men fre- 
quently go out to eat, drink, and smoke, and return witT^ r, — • 
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no«e. ^ wearmg their overcoats, and aflecting iu public a 
deplomUe .vaut of decorum and consideration for othe« tLv 
have not yet however, adopted the custom of the thabiton's 
of Breslau. who enter the theatre with muddv boob, In l i 
^m oj. the naiin, m f™.t of their l^x 'wL^l;! J^: 
hnd^of decoration, which has. at least, the merit of origi! 

for?K* ^Y^°^, °^ ""°°'''' ""'"^ ^° h^^« considemble taste 
f t^ ytr ai.f 1:'^"-'T " ^^^"^ '"""» eleven moS 

„, ^"® *^ *•»! ''*^onte amusements of a certain class of the nor*. 
«UUoa „ chamber-music, for which German comj^se^ K 
aT? * T^ ^^' ^°^ ^y the harmony of whSTthey aL 
?ote^ PHHluce a wonderful effect, even with but f^w %::! 

These people are not rich, and they spend but little so th„f 

XrrZl '"'^ "^ ''"^"^ ^'^^ '^« 1-W shit" t 
always m their favor, since they are often in debt 

^J* d«» of the women is modest, but in bad taste Thev«. 

"htTndToft ^f "' °^^ ^^^°^^ -ny^ofth^^w^ 
glasses, and afl of them show in their intercour^P ^.v\^\. ™ 

-tmnge want of reserve, which is ^n^^^^J^^, ^ * 
"leas of propriety and decorum. At t^^ll^fl^^ *'"'' 

dred persons, a woman will Sss t r httfd ti ^ ' '^ 
l«ee in a mlway-ca,riage. and ^^tZt' "^' T °° ^^ 
melodies in that sweet Ia^^a<^ S ^e in F™" * '^. r**' 
only for horsei If thev !«. , ^™°°® consider fit 

his fingere' ends. It Zl! v! ' ""^ '^"'^ ^«^ ^'^s^^ f«>'n 

.peak4"f«^n,whrt\^:Tr'^'^ *'''' "« '''^ ^^^ 

.b^^ ^ thii^hrcitl'in i:^^^^^^ ^'"r ^^^^^""^ 

xoanners .how the Wence anTs'mpIicL oTtV ' l"' '"" 

t«»e them: it seems to n, «„ fT ""fP"°''y ^^ *hose who pnic- 

. seems to us, on the contrary, that they are a proof 
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of a defective education, and of the absence of delicate and ele- 
vated feeliuga.^ 

The middle class possess neither the influence nor the jwwer 
which tliey have in France ; where, in these later times, they 
may be said to be al)Solute mastei-s. In Germany they are in a 
rudimentary jwsition; they have but few possessions, and are 
either absorbed into the higher class, oi* not distinguished from 
that beneath them. They ai-e of an anxious temi)emment ; their 
debts occupy their whole attention, and are the sole object of 
their thoughts. Tliese form an inexhaustible subject of conver- 
sation, and the theme of anecdotes, remarks, and stories of all 
kinds. This impi^ession we received many years ago ; for tedious 
histories of debtors and creditors formed the staple of all the 
themes and exercises contained in the gmmmar from which we 
learnt so imperfectly when we were at college this terrible Ger- 
man language. One of the subjects most frequently treated of 
in their works of fiction is the rapid acquisition of fortune, not 
by industry, but by some accidental cause: an luiknown rich 
relative is all at once discovered, or an unexpected inheritance 
is left by some great nobleman, who forms a* just appreciation 
of their merits. 

Their life is simple, and exempt from trouble. Violent pas- 
sions are rare ; all their interest centres in the family, and ever}'- 
thinor is so arranged in the household as to secure the influence 
of the father, and to simplify the duties of the mother, who un- 
dertakes the education of her children, of whom there are often 
a great number. The family hearth is never abandoned, except 
for weighty reasons ; when the fortune of the parents permits it, 
the home contains all the elements neces.sary to render it agree- 
able, and is abundantly proWded with linen, china, plate, and 
more especially witK flowers. 

Gold is very rare in Germany ; our French coins have no cir- 
culation there ; but as soon as a five-franc piece is offered to a 

* la France, eight per cent of the children arc saiil to be bom " en-ante natu- 
reb ** ; in Germany the percentage b fourteen. 
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for exchange. groschen as a premium 





Wf. m.-.piaB of Oround-floor of «. „^ _ 

1. Porch. 
S. HalL 

3. I>nwing-rooixi. 

4. Breakfast-room. 
ft- Dining-room. 



•. Library. 
7. Bedrooma. 
o. Breaaing-rooms. 
•• Terrace. 



(ficah, Jf09 inch to the Tud.) 
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This rapid sketch was necessary to give an idea of the man- 
nere of the inhabitants whose dwellings we desired to study. 
The principal jwints worthy of notice, and on which we wished 
to dwell are : first, the mediocrity of their resources, their cahn 
and peaceful habits, the love of home, the absence or at least 
the rarity of social meetings, and, as a consequence of this, the 
necessity of remaining usually in the bosom of their families. 
In order, thei'efore, to minister to these wants, they require cheer- 
ful and convenient habitations, containing all those arrangements 
for comfort which make home life agreeable ; and these must be 
of sufiQcient size, so that the inhabitants may have plenty of room 
and everything that they may require. 

The house, of which Fig. 109 i*epresents the ground-fl<x)r, and 
Fig. 110 the first story, is a semi-detached double house, being 
intended for two families who wish to live side by side and 
united, yet entirely inde|)endent of each other, — a combination 
frequent in the North, where families and friends love to assem- 
ble in the same quarter and the same streets. A dwarf wall, 
surmounted by a balustrade, is built in front of the public road, 
and a fi^e space, serving as a terrace-walk before the drawing- 
rooms, separates the building from the street, and keeps jxissers- 
by at a distance. 

A covered porch protects the front steps, which rise from the 
level of the street to the ground-floor. The kitchen and its 
offices are placed in the basement; on the ground-floor are a 
drawing and dining room, each having attached to it a secondar}- 
apartment These two rooms, the most important in the house, 
are comparatively small, but they can be united so as to form 
but a single room. On the first floor there are two laPj^e l>ed- 
chambers, with dressing-rooms, and above these the school- 
room for the children, the nursery bedroom, and two for ser- 
vants. 

This dwelling-house is well adapted to a private family. Tlie 
rooms are lofty, being thirteen feet in height ; the mode of access 
is easy, while the terrace- walk and the balcony allow the resi- 
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ch^uml fomis adopted in the fronts (Fig. Ill) are 
bo« which we ai. accustomed to «ce in modern Frin^ 
bejr lather resemble certain monastic habitations of the 
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Middle Ages, views of which are given in arclia.'oliiyicid iiublica- 
tioQS. The proiiortions are not perfect, but the details have been 
carefully studied, and show that the architect has endeavored to 
give to his work a special appearance peculiar to itself. 

The mode of construction is in good taste and keeping. Bricks, 
with a few blocks of stone, form the principal part of the build- 
ing. These bricks ore yellow, red. or black. This variety of 
color has permitted the introduction of inibricatetl work, the use 
of which enlivens the general eBect The dimensious of these 
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1. Puuga to eairUge Batnuice. 
S. Anteeluniber. 
S. Dnning.tootn. 



4. Bock dnwing-room. 

5. DiDiDg-rDODi. 
a. Stora-rDom. 



bricks are "rather different from those employed by us, being 
about 2.36 inches in thickness, 5^ inches in width, and 9.6 inches 
in length. Tlie stone is white, and of a good quality. 

We may remark, before we proceed further, that two circum- 
stances give to the houses of the North in general, and to tlio.se 
of Hanover especially, a peculiar aspect : on the outside the 
absence of blinds; and within, that there are no fireplaces. 

The custom of standing at the window is not ponnitted ; and 
BO the window-sills do not project beyond the outer wall, but are 
Susb witti the inner surface of the frame, and incline outwards 
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^The Uigfl Btove which warms the drawing-rooms is inade of 
«n*melled tenu-cotta, the colors of which, however bright tley 
•**J be. are ft poor substitute for the cheerful blaze vhkh the 
•>"« looks for io vain during the long winter evenings. Terra- 
fO|tu is much used in Germany, and this manufacture has been 
"►ought to great perfection in that country. "We will not enter 
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into any further details respecting it. as we shall have to return 
to tlU subject when we describe our visit to the porcelain and 
pottery works at Hambui^ 

. We give in Fig. 115 the ground-plan, and in Fig. 116 that of 
die firat floor, of a mansion more important than the preceding. 



In Paris it would perhaps be considered only a private bouse, 
but here it occupies a much higher rank. 

Carriages do not enter under a covered way, which is, espe- 
cially in the North, an unfortunate omission. It is true that a 
projection of the gjible shelters the steps and protects visitors. 
The front wall is separated from the public way by an area, in 
which is the kitchen entrance ; the servants and tnidesi»eople do 
not cross the threshold of the principal door, which is coven^l 
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by a projecting poreh. The hall is divided into two unequal 
parts ; the largest of these screes as an anteroom, and is of suffi- 
cient size to be used as a cloak-room, and to contain benches for 
8er%-»nt3 while they wait for their masters. An isolated column, 
which indicates the point of separation of these two portions, as 
■ shown in Fig. 117, gives an air of elegance to the hall, and this 
simple arrangement enables one to understand the construction 
of the staircase. 
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By a door ou the left band of tlie vestibule we enter tlic 
smaller druwing-room, aud directly ojiiiasitc is tltc eiitmuce to 
the larger ou6. The dining-room communicates uith both of 
these by wide openings, thus allowing all these apartmcuts to 
be easily thrown luto one suite on reception days. 

The kitchen and its dependent offices are connected with the 
grouod-floor by a spiral staircase in a turret, which is ap- 
proached by a wide passage leading to the closets. We must 
not forget that the ser^'onts in Germany are not entirely sepa- 
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rated from their masters, bnt live more with the family than is 
the case vith aa ; and the mistress of a house on the other aide 
of the Rhine does not consider it derogatory to go occasionally 
to superintend the kitchen department. 

Od the first floor is a large antechamber where the children 
can play. Then there are very large and lofty bedrooms, each 
with its dressing-room, fitted with hot and cold water, a large 
bath and shower-bath, — the latter an English fashion. 
- We must here notice the manner in %vhich the beds are plnced 
Here is no recess; but the bed stands with one of its shorter 
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sides agxinst the «ull, so Ibat it projects into the loon. and 
leaves both of its longer sides e.xpo3.d. This arrangement, 
wlicn the size of the room will permit, is the most convenient 
and the most healthful, and U esiwcially useful in cases of sick- 
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„«,. It is .l«-.ys employed in large .tate '»^'!"°'"';°f '»!!'• ' 

.„d was constantly found in ttose ot tie Middle Ages. The 

■ want ot space is the only reason wMch can induce people to 

prefer tic position now commonly adopted , ■ , . 

The faHe, (Figs. 118 and 119) resemUo those which we 



OERMASr, 




Tit 111.— Extantl OMBMBkal EUntion sf Ik* hf>d* «f a Prirat* Kuulaa, HuMW. 








224 



GERIIASY. 



have alteddy seen. There is too mucli variety iu them, and they 
have not a quiet appearance; but the principal ptirts of the 
structure are well indicated The spiral staircase (Fig. 119), as 
well 03 tlie drawing-rooms and vestibules, project externally; 
large double windows give light to the principal apartments, 
and, contrary to the laws of symmetry, lesser ones open into the 
smaller and secondary rooms. Imbricated work plays an im- 
portant part in the decoration of these facades, to which both 
recessed and projecting arches give a varied outline. Terraces 
and covered balconies render the interior of the house more 
agreeable, and allow sedentary inhabitants frequently to take a 
little e.vcrcise. 

We might multiply examples of these dwellings ; but we must 
not delay, as we have still to examine at least one public hotel 
and one countiy-housc. 

The hotel of which the ground-plan is given in Fig. 121, and 
the plan of one of the upper stories in Fig. 120, is one of the 
second rank. It is not intended for tourists travelling for pleas- 
ure, who are accustomed to luxurious dwelling-houses, and to 
whom expense is of secondary importance. Those who use it 
are either commercial travellers, or persons living tn the en-^ 
virous, who come into the town on fair or market days on 



9 for reading and conversation are therefore unnecessary. 
The apartments must be of no greater dimensions than are abso- 
lutely necessary. They must be convenient, warm in winter, 
and cool in summer. Dressing-rooms and reception-rooms would 
be superfluous. 

Vnder the carriage entrance, which is enclosed by three glazed 
doora, intended to give sufficient light while they protect ^lersons 
from draught as they enter or leave their vehicles, is the lift, 
which receives the luggage at once from the roof of the omni- 
bus, thus sparing the servants fatigue, and avoiding the incon- 
Tenieuces of carrying heavy articles up the stairs. By the side 
of this lift is the entrance to the hall, and on the left the lodge 
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of the porter, who playa ao important a part in the townig of 
the North, and acts as a s])ecial providence to foreign travellers. 
This porter, who differs entirely from our concilrgcs, always 
speaks German, French, and EnylisK It is he who gives all 
the necessaiy information to travellers, sees that passports are 
viaM, obtains permission for residence when any is necessary, 
procures cards to vbit museums and public buildings, and 
knows the hours of arrival and departure of traius, diligences, 
and Btearobonts. 

He sells also French cigars and photographs, keeps samples 
of articles of local manufacture, procures couriers, settles dis- 
putes with the drivers of vehicles, and neglects no means of 
obtaining from the traveller — whether ov no he is willing to 
bestow them — all kinds of gratuities. 

In fioDt of this useful functionary's box is the door of the 
office, which i.^ divided into two parts ^ the first set^'es as a 
waiting-room for travellera, the second for the money depart- 
ment After these come four rooms, separate, yet connected 
with each other, — the smoking-room, where the newspapers can 
be read ; the lar^e dining-room ; the breakfast-room (for meals 
are too frequent, and follow each other too closely, to allow 
persons who wish to take some slight refreshment to obtain a 
place at the taUe tChdte in the large room) ; and then, facing 
this smaller room, there is another, of the same form and dimen- 
aiODS, which can be used for private dinners, and in which the 
dessert is prepared, the meat car%'ed, and the dishes placed when 
removed from the general tables. These two rooms communi- 
cate with tlie large dining-room (Fig. 122) by means of arches, 
which can be cl(»ed by thick hangings. At the end of the large 
room there is a recess in which a tabic can be placed when 
required, and where persons may sit while waiting for the din- 
ner hour. The office, the coffee-room, and the small dining- 
room open on a terrace, on which, in summer, tables ai-o placed 
for those who may feel inclined to look out ou the busy streets 
while they take their meals. 
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The stairs turn to the right, with a Luge lamling oriiamcnttiil 
vith flowen; and at the bottom is a hall, the \vn\h of which 
aie covered with maps and Dottce-hoards of all kinds. To the 
right and left baud are two turrets, one coutainiog two closets, 
the other the kitchen stairs. On the walls are maps, useful 
notices la various languages, a table of the coinparative value 
of money in dififerent countries, and a complete list of every- 
thing curious and worthy of notice iu the town. 

There are so fireplaces ; but in their stead are large earthen- 
ware sto^-es, which reach from the ground to the ceiling. 

The furniture of the bedrooms is simple, but very neat and 
well kept : a wash-hand stand, a chest of drawers, two chairs, 
and one of those terrible German bed^, — instruments of torture 
which will never be forgotten by one who has been condemned 
to them even for a single night. 

The looma are high-pitched, the ground-floor is 15 feet high, 
Uie other stories 13 feet and 12J feet. There are twenty-five 
bedrooms; and the dining-rooms would be too large for such 
a limited number of travellers, were it not that, besides those 
in the house, this establishment accommodates many persons 
eoming from the neighborhood only to take tbeir meals, so'thnt 
it serves as a restaurant for a great many inhabl^nts of the 
town. 

The &9ade resembles those which we have already described, 
and our sketch (Fig. 123) renders any further notice unneces- 
wary. The building is constructed, as usual, of brick and stone, 
and the framework of wood, with the exception of the large 
eovBied balcony, the supports of which are of cast-iron, and its 
iDof of wrougbt-iroQ. 

The country-house, the ground-plan of which we give in Fig. 
124, is honored with the name of a chateau. The ground-phtn 
is rather wanting in regulaiity. The taste and wishes of the 
|noprietor have perhaps influenced the architect, Mons. Oppler, 
H n^ interfered with his plans, for we have seen many of bis 
woiks superior to this; yet it is a complete e.vaniple of a mod- 



em countiy habitation in Germany, and as such is worthy of 
attention. 
The arrangement of the rooms is very peculiar. It corre- 
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sponds with wants very different from our own. and on this ac- 
Munt loses much of its interest to us. As to the fa.;ade3 (Fig. 
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125), tbej'' lia%-e too strong a Teutonic cliaracter to please us; 
there is too great a desiie for novelty. One cauuot iinaginc 
what moth'e can have induced them to erect those sciuare gables ■ 
of exaggerated form, with so many arched apcilui'es, through 
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which the outlines of the roof can he seen. But, in spite of 
these defects, we are struck with the general outline when we 
do Dot examine the details, and with the efTect produced by the 
many projecting parts, which indicate externally the distribu- 
tion of the rooms within. 
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The building is constructed with conscientious care. The 
proportions are correct, and in accordance with e.stilhli^>hed 
rules. The height of the stone courses corresponds exactly 
with an entire number of bricks, without rendering any con- 
trivance necessary in order to obviate a difficulty of this kind, 
or ever showing a Imip or wolf ^ in the facings. 

Great care in the employment of materials, as well as regu- 
larity and scientific knowledge, arc usually shown in German 
buildings, and constitute one of their chief merits ; and for this 
reason we dwell on this important matter, which is too fre- 
quently neglected in our modern structures. 

All the dwelling-houses which we have described, and which 
are only examples chosen from among a great numlxjr, have 
excellences and defects in common, on which it was necessary 
to make some observations. They are adapted to the tastes, the 
wants^ and the social habits of the persons for whom they are 
intended They vary according to the position, the profession, 
and the fortune of their proprietors. We have not been able, 
in these notes of our travels, to enter into details which would 
have become tedious, or to give a greater numl)er of examples 
in support of our observations, since time would have failed us. 
We could not give sketches of houses adapted to certain pro- 
fessions ; one for a physician, for example, with a special ante- 
chamber, a consultation-room with two distinct entmnces, the 
whole being separate from the family apartments. We should 
have liked to describe fully a certain architect's offices, contain- 
ing a laige lofty room, with a galler}- midway towards the ceil- 
ing serving as a library, and cases filled with architectural 
models ; there are tables for daily work and a retired bay, where 
one.could study of an evening calmly and quietly. At the side 
is a separate room, intended for the reception of clients and con- 
tractors, and there is convenient communication between these 
offices and the family apartments, the entrance to which is 



^ A French workman's phnisc, signifying an imperrection in the construction. 
— Tr. 
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separate. If we had noticed all tliese houses we must have 
sketched half the city of Hauover. 

In all these buildings no space is lost. * The staircases, whicli 
are fully in sight, are easy of ascent, and have wide and low 
steps turning to the right hand, and the landings are decoratetl 
•with flowers. The apartments cori'cspond with the importance 
of the house, and the social or secluded habits of the inhabitants. 
Thus there is often no drawing-room, it being considered un- 
necessary for quiet people of moderate fortune; but then the 
dining-room is very large, and the family live there, thus saving 
fire and lamps. The same character of economy and foresight is 
shown in the facades. The front is not covered with a costly 
coating of plaster, which is expensive to repair; there is no 
cement facing loaded with very perishable mouldings, and no 
widely projecting cornices covered with sculptures executed in 
very bad taste, and with gutters formed of imitation stone, 
through which the water percolates to the inside of the walls. 
But, instead of these, there are level fronts made of bricks, so 
laid that the outline of the materials is clearly displayed, with a 
cornice, or rather a simple projecting coping, supported on cor- 
bels. Above this there is a wide zinc gutter, a complete passage 
round the roof to facilitate repairs. There is no fear of infiltra- 
tion to the walls; it is easy to examine the roof, and conse- 
quently it is better kept in order. There is economy both in 
the original construction and in the subsequent attention which 
it may require. 

Yet, in order to carry out the views which prevailed in the 
construction of these houses, some improvements might perhaps 
have been made. Thus for persons of moderate fortunes, kitch- 
ens placed under ground are inconvenient It is impossible to 
have servants on every story at the same time; the frequent 
journeys up and down the stairs are trying to them, and take 
up much of their time. The mistress of the house is less able 
to have its arrangements under her own eye ; it entails upon her 
greater fatigue, and she involuntarily hesitates at going up or 
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Whoever is acquainted ^^ ith a ^'"n^" ,„,aeistaii.l the impor- 
nonueal prineiples uhicb S"-™^^:;^^ tenant n.aUer. 
tance of this ol-orvat.o. Jl - » "^^^-^^^^^^^^^^^ ..pessary 
The principal rooms are I'^'^ge «n'i -•'^^ i„s„fficicut or too 

conveniences are ^^^^Xrl^^Xr^,,,^ <>' ^ "^^^ »'°"^^ % 
few in number; the f*^*;" ^ .^^j ^^i bedchamhcw. as ^voll 
pect these to be placed near the V^^^^V^ ^^ „,„ 

L a bathroom and '^^^^-"^-^\^^''^^ZL simple in their 
easily satisfied than we are ^hcy are more i ^_^._ 

habits, and are not accustomed to «^ J^^ ™^^^^^^^^ ^„, ,„„fort. 

zation. and to the necessaries which administer 

So much for the interiors. ^^ ^^ 

S'r^xa'lted^nduiu-^^^^^^ 
the expression of the cbaracterist^ o ^e^G m ^^^^^ 

imitates, lays a stress upon, and draj« ^"^^^ ^^^ ^^^^, 

elegance of language, yet cannot <^™P'^]^;"^^^^^^ 

are\ea>7. forced, and V^'^^'^ZZX^;^' ^"*^' "'^ "'""^ 

It may be said that this is '^ «^f ^J^f,^'^^;^ on a firm and 

it is impossible to givead^ned^o^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ „^^^^ 

incontestable basis. A F-nto^;^ ^^^^^ .^^ ^hat his o.-n 
persuade a German that the Mte ^^^^ ,,,,, one advances to 
ideas are preferable The re ^^..^j^ ^^^^ 

support his own ^P'^'^^'^^jf ^JthUre it is impossible f.r 
success, be used on each side, ana 

either to be convinced. ..ihiect. which arc con- 

One of those foolish remarks on «"« .^^t artistic e^Uication 
stently repeated in every ^<;""\7' J^ j^ ^aste." This signifies, 
should be made to «^-;Xi£ to tl^se upon the pub- 

on the part of the «^'«^'^^f ^'' '',\° ior to all others; and. on 
Uc his peculiar tastes Jhjd - -r-^,^„,, ^ compelled to 

;td^rr:lh::u:tri^^^^^^^ 
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better judges thau any one else of ttieir requirenieDts and desires. 
We may also lemark that Freoch, English, German, lUilian ur- 
tiats, and others, all wish to reform the puUic taste, — that is to 
say, to impose upon it tlieir own, — and nob only do these rari- 
<MU tastes differ, but they ate destructive of each other. There- 
fore, altbougb there exists a ataodanl of measure, the metre, to 
whicb lefeiBDce can be made in case of dis^reement, no one has 
yet inve&ted a standard of taste, so that every one persbts, and 
'wiQ still persist, in his own, and in the conviction that it is far 
caperior to that oS bis neighbor. 

Now that we have examined the Hanoverian houses with ref- 
erence to their construction, we must pay attention to their fur- 
nitore, and internal decoration, in which respect they are well 
worthy of notice. 

In France the interior and exteriw of our houses bear little 
lelation to each other, which is explained by the simple reason 
that, being but rarely the owners of the house in which we live; 
we cannot modify our furniture at every change of residence. 
■ Bendes, these discrepancies uufortunately do not shock as. We 
have no objection to a Benaissance house with furniture and 
decontiona belonging to another period, or to Moorish apart- 
ment* with Gothic furniture, or that of the age of Louis XV. 
Tba exaggerated fondness for knick-knacks at the present time 
bas favored and justified this strange eclecticism. These incon- 
groities are not so readily accepted in England and Germany, for 
there the style adopted in the facade of a house is usually fol- 
Iffwed in the interior. In a word, if the fronts of houses that we 
hare seen there are Gothic, the interiors are in the same style, 
and tha furniture has some of the characteristics and remem- 
tamcea of the Middle Ages, — souvenirs which are shown not 
m> much in forma modified and adapted to tlie wants which they 
an inteoded.to satisfy, as in the apphcation of principles which 
h^ve gnided the study and adaptation of these forms, 

Tbe people of the Xorth, so skilful in all carpentiy-work, are 
BOt less so in the manufacture of furniture. Tliey know per- 
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Timber is still plentiful in Northern Germany, antT it hna sup< 
plied butldera ^ritli materials wbicb they have so bappily em- 
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ployed in the decorations and furniture of their dwelling-houses. 
As German masons have respect to the value and nature of the 
8toue which they employ in their buildings, so do thefr cabinet- 
makers study the value and nature of wood. They employ it 
according to its characteristics and qualities, avoiding useless 
waste and large curved portions which interfere with the grain 
of the wood ; but, on the contrary, they always form combina- 
tions with it in the direction of the fibres, and so preser\'e all its 
strength. As to the taste shown in the execution of this kind 
of work, the reader must judge for himsel£ 

Thus, instead of our plaster ceilings, — which conceal the 
timber and lessen its duration, wliich are subject to cracks and 
crevices which cannot be avoided, and require continual atten- 
tion and exi)ensive repairs, — they have constructed panelled 
ceilings, of which Figs. 126 and 127 afford two examples. 
These ceilings seem, at first, to remind one very strongly of 
those of the Town Hall at Augsburg, and the Presle mansion at 
Nuremberg. They are not, therefore, interesting in respect of 
originality, but of very ingenious adaptation. 

The ceilings of public buildings of the twelfth dud thirteenth 
centuries consisted only of bare joists resting by each extremity 
on a wall ; or, if the distance was too great, on an intermediate 
beam. There were few or no openings in the walls to receive 
them, but corbels inserted in the masonry to support the ends 
of the beams. The edges were chamfered, the intervals and 
projecting parts were painted, and sparingly decorated In the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries these primitive arrangements 
were transformed and enriched. The beams were placed so as 
to form panels and compartments ornamented with car\'ing 
and painting; and at last the decoration assumed the prin- 
cipal feature, being distinct from the timber-work to which it 
was affixed, and thus ceasing to be an integi^al pait of the struc- 
ture. 

The ceilings represented in Figs. 126 and 127 are, as we have 
said, copies from fourteenth-centiuy models, and in reality 
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present only the lo^'er bee of the boards, thus showing plainly 
the nature of the ^uistruction which they emheUish. In the 
ceiling (Fig. 126) the panelling h attached to the lower surface 
of the joists; in Fig. 127 it is supported by furring nailed along 
each principal and cross beam. The carvings are in solid vood, 
and the ground-work of the panels rests on planks cut so as to 
give them the necessary projection ; our sketches show the plan 
of oonstmctton. Above these large girders are joists of suffi- 
cient thickness to support the upper floor, and to fill up, in 
-certain parts, the intervals between the beams. The height of 
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the room in which these ceilings are placed is 18 feet, which 
accounts for the outlines being so bold and the carvings so 
decided As to the price of these ceilings, it is somewhat high, 
the square foot costing 2} thalers (aboat 9 s. 4 d.). 

The chimney-piece (Fig. 128) stands in a large vaulted hall 
ot octagonal form. It is made of white sandstone and polished 
oeipeDtiDe. By means of a combination of colors which cannot 
1)e Men in our sketch, the union of stone and marble of different 
tints gives the colors of the armorial bearings of the proprietor, 
whose scutcheon is placed over the mantel-piece. The table 
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(Via 129) U intended to sUmd before a sofa in a drawing-room, 
ibe dimensions of its various parts may perhaps "H-'-exay- 
gemted, when corn^W with tUoie of our modern u^Uun. 
Con the other ..nd, they increase its firmness and durakht^- 
Tl.e legs spread out at the end, by means of an ^I'l"!" /™"Se 
^nt,Thich gives g^^ter support -^^.^^^^^^--^^.f^J^ 
part. The braces and cross-pieces, which connect the extrem 
£^.« rather high, in order to prevent persons placmg the. 




Wlf. UO. -Titl« Witt Cupboud 



feet .pon then., contact mlh ^Wch injures them so n-pullj. 
rr»;^*^oTLT-«nt. ce...,y.rco.„ I...e„tot. So 
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true it is, that ia small things as well as great, the Gemiaus 
prefer to copy ratbet than originate. 

The "what-not" (Fig. 131) ia intended to hold albums or 
curiouties. It is made of oak; hut its suppoits, which ore 
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TOther heavy, and its prominent carvings, render it unsnitahl?^. 
for a drawing<TOom. It cost 32 thalers (4 /. 16 «.). 

The bedstead (Fig. 132) is entirely in red deal (pitch-pine), 
which possesses the great advantage of never being attacked by 
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wnnin.» E.ceptmg the angles, ^hich are carved, all the rest 
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of the decorations are painted and rnniislied, for the sake of 
cleanliness. The price of this bedstead, e.iclusi\-e of tlio jxiint- 
ag. is 30 tbalen, equivalent to 4 1. 8 <l 
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ne oopboarf (Fig. 133) differs from the crecedin™ ,«■ 1 
■fa™it.„,.na .h»e which fo.,o..i„ till^l^r^LlSrl? 
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its ornaments. The hingc-platGa on the doors are of |>oli3hed 
iroa, and the wood employed is Aiuerican walnuL 

The bureau (Fig. 134) is an article of furniture of a very 
complicated construction, and is intended for a lady's use. Tlie 
wood employed is also American walnut; the metal-wurk, which 
is veiy rich, is polished iroiL The scrolls repeat the letter £, 




thKflwner's fnitial. The figiire placed at the top represents 
Albert Durer. This bureau is too richly ornamented ; there is 
a want of simplicity, and of that which is highly neccssar)- in 
every bureau, sufficient room for work. In the midst of the 
Duuiy partitions, drnwers, and doors, theiB is scarcely room to 
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■nice the two w,„g, can be placed obliquely ' 

The chair, (Fig,. 136, 137, aod 138) a» in »>k or walnot; 
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Ae am^hai,. w. W the cover., coat 50 tholers (about 7/. 9..) 
tooriertoavcd the usual „>anner of connecting the back of 

«ch^O Im obtained the necessary inclination for The C 
^c««mg the framework- to go down to the middle of the hind 
^,jluch a™ placed at a more oblique angle than those in 

This idea, which is very simple and ingenious, is also applied 
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to the construction of common chairs, which are thus more 
steady than ours, the legs of which aii: unitui with the back at 
the level of the seat, and they are more comfortaUe than those 
with upright backs. The price of common chairs is 2^ thalera 
(about 8«.)- 

Fig. 139 represents a bracket, intended to be fixcil against 
a wall to support a statuette, or any other work of art which 
stands out in relief against the background of velvet A looking- 




glass is often substituted for the velvet, and sen'es as a re- 
flector for a lamp placed in front of it. 

These articles of furniture resemble joiners' mther than cabi- 
net-makers' work. " They are really strongly made, and their 
construction is well planned and executed. Ttie wood is of tine 
qitality, well cut according to the grain, with sharp and well- 
defined sides and edges. The joints are made with the greatest 
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car^ always faatened with wooden pegs, without any pai-ta let 
into each other or nailed. There is no veneering or gluing. On 
tiie contraiy, the mouldings and carvings aie cut out of the aolid 
wood; but there ia ofteu a deficiency of grace and elegance in 
the workmanship. The general effect is heavy, clumsy, and 
massive, iind, when they do not copy ancient models, there are 
often defects in the proportions. 




He. laH— BnokM. 

Having now visited the different public buildings, and seen 
tbe exteriors and interiors of the bouses of Hanover, there re- 
mains nothing, before we go, except to add a few woftls respect- 
ing modem derman Gothic. 

. Tlie Germans, as we have already said, have never bad any 
Kchitecture peculiar to themselves ; they take their ideas from 
tlte buildings of foreign countries, and copy those of past ages. 
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The tyjKis of Gothic architecture which they possess are far 
iuferiuc to the magnificent examples of the -Jliddlo AgC3 to be 
found in France; and they did not dream of reviving this style 
in Germany till after the appearance of those buildings which 
were the results of our first archaH>logical studies, wbiclt, twenty- 
five years ago, led us to regard with honor edifices till then con- 
sidered rude and barbarous. Tbey followed in our step'), profit- 
ing by our attempts, our studies, and our faults ; translating into 
their langw^, without compunction, extracts from our works, 
in order to apply the results of our researches. And in the same 
manner as the German who built the cathedml at Cologne knew 
and imitated those of Amiens, Beauvais, and Troyes, so modern 
Germans, finding in a neighboring couutiy information, hiuts, 
and formulro ready to their hand, have, Tv-ith great skill and 
much success, appropriated to themselves all tlmt could he 
useful and profitabta But while, amongst ourselves, the ar- 
chitects of the Gothic school limited tbeir works to tbe resto- 
ration of ancient buildings and to the. construction of cburebes, 
the Germans, on the contrary, went further,' and following 
out the ideas which they had received, erected ecclesiastical 
and civil structures, both public and private, said to be Gothic, 
in which, while tbey respected the fuadameatal principles of 
the logical reasoning which had ser\'ed as a basis and st-irting- 
point, they varied the forms and multiplied their combina- 
tions, so as to obtain different results, and to carry out ^-a- 
ried plana suited to all' the requirements of public and private 
lif& 

Their want of imagination in works of ai-t was of ser\-ice in- 
stead of hindrance to them in the laborious task from which 
they derived such excellent results. Being cold and conscien- 
tious leasoners, they did not allow themselves to be carried 
too far. Not o^-erstepping the bounds of nature, while trust- 
ing to their taste and skill, they have hitherto avoided excesses 
and exaggerations into which others, as the English for in- 
stance, have fallen, while following the same path. The Syna- 
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gogue, the goods station at the railway,* the Gymiiasium, and 
most of the houses of Hanover, arc illustrntions of what we 
have stated. 

As to our influence in the country, it is latent, but incontesta- 
ble; facts prove it, though not a single German has had the 
good taste to allow or own it They copy our architecture and 
our works of art, they act our plays and perform our musical 
compositions. They almost all know our language, read our 
literary and scientific publications, and are eager for articles of 
Parisian manufacture. Their women ape ours, and think that 
they resemble theuL They have conquered us, and yet the con- 
quered people inspire them with a terror, an envy, and a mean 
jealousy which they can neither overcome nor conceal; and 
the phrase " to live like a God in France," has passed into a prov- 
erb, which is often on the lips of the peopla 

If they know us so well, we, on the contrary, know little of 
them, and that little but imperfectly. On our return from one 
of our visits to Germany, a friend, an eminent architect, said 
to us one day, " What induced you to go to that country ? there 
is nothing to be seen thei-e, not a single public building ; there 
are scarcely any railway-stations." We then showed him some 
of our sketches. He could not contain himself, made a hundred 
exclamations, and, like a true Frenchman, passing from one ex- 
treme to the other, he declared that these people were " very 
clever, cleverer far than we " ; which was as foolish a saying as 
if any one were to assert that the reflected ray was more bright 
and luminous than the source from which it emanated. 

It is, unfortunately, one of our national characteristics to yield 
too readily to the excitement and impressions of the moment 
Ever since the misfortunes which have befallen us, two trains 
of thought and feeling have been nyinifested among us. Some, 
filled with foolish pride, and unwilling to acknowledge either 

• ^ We twice endeaTored to sketch the goods station, but each time we were inter- 
rupted and expelled in a manner so essentially German, that we did not think it 
pradent to make another attempt. 
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our misfortunes or their cause, consider themselves greater than 
before. Others, on the coutiiuy, giving themselves up to ati 
-exaggerated humility, hiive too low an opinion of themselves, 
and tliink their adversaries in everj' resi)ect sui»erior. "We must 
avoid falling into either of these opposite extremes. But, with- 
out entering into considerations foreign to the scoj^e of this work, 
we can but see that the efforts made by the Germans to copy us 
in artistic matters, prove that we have excelled them, and that 
they have been our imitators. It is for us so to act that we may 
maintain this position. 
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io follow it as far as Hamburg. This is the most interest! n<c 
.part of the journey. The boat at first descends the southern 
Btreani of the Elbe, and then, by a lateral branch, reaches the 
northern Elbe. From this moment we perceive Hamburg, with 
its steeples, its buildings rising in the form of an amphitheatre, 
and the astonishing activity of its immense harbor. 
^ Fir»t we reach Altona, formerly the second city of Denmark, 
'but now absorbed into the Empire of Germany. To the right 
is the large island of Wilhelmburg, across which ^larshal Da- 
Toust, in 1813, raised a causeway to connect Haarburg with 
Sambuig by means of a. bridge of boats.^ Boats find some 
difficulty in making their way in the midst of the enormous 
ig[uantity of ^hips with which the river is covered, and among 
.^bich the large vessels of the Hamburg Company, which put 
in at Havre on their passage to New York, occupy the fii^t 
.place. Our poor little steamer was obUged to stop every in- 
stant, and to back, sometimes almost going about, in order to 
.prevent her bow getting fouled; and at times being scarcely 
able to proceed. No river* in Europe serving as a port to a 
large city, with the exception of the Thames in London and the 
.Clyde at Glasgow, can give one an idea of this state of confusion, 
— this incessant and ever-varying bustle. 
. Laige vessels laden with emigrants are just begiiming their 
iong voyage, escorted by boats full of friends and relations who 
*wish to bid them farewell; the men may be seen clinging to 
^the nettings and waving their hands, the women weeping and 
holding . their children above their heads to let them have a 
last look at their native land, which, for the most part, they 
will never see again. The officers of a man-of-war are going 
jashore in a twelve-oared cutter. It flies over the water, reganl- 
Jess of all the boats that are in its way. We pass close by a 
magnificent iren-clad frigate; the sailors are in the rigging, sing- 

• • * • 

^ These works luive been since destroyed ; and until the bridges and the rail- 
iray, now in coarse of construction, are finished, they have stationed here steam 
lisny-boats of sufficient dimensions to receive six carriages of full size. 
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iia^ one of those old aiis wliose monotonous melody is heani in 
w^ry sea. Tlsbermen are tacking out to sea, for the season is 
ailr^^ady advanced, and the lucrative northern fishery will soon 
o^rEajnence. Some little coasting vessels, laden till they are 
v^wLcly to sink, are passing up the river made fast to a tug, and 
B^^^sking a convenient place to unload. We are proceeding very 
■Icr^i^ly; but the scene which passes before our eyes is so varied, 
*o* X^'^^B^'^Bf "^ '^ull ^^ ^^ '^^^ color, that we feel that we 
™«."v« no reason to complain. And now we no longer look around 
'*^'» Ijut forward, and try to make out the large city which stands 
****■ ao massively against the blue sky. Bisiug above our heads 
^ ^ terrace-walk, passing along the crest of an eminence; it 
^ tie extoeme point of the enclosure formed by a network of 
'^^■■kalB. The ciQ'' begins to show itself: first come the high 
^•'^fi of the public buildings, which rise above the low, narrow, 
***t:1ay houses which He along the quays. As we draw nearer. 
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details begin gradually to appear; the buildings around tlie 



to 



are black and dirty, and the inhabitants of these wretched 
i^'v^els resemble them. The aspect of Hamburg, as seen from 



\ 



river, is anything but attractive ; we would fain turn back 
^aze upon the moving vessels with their busy crews, and 
^l*«^n the outline of the city defined against the horizon ; but 
J ***■ trip is over. We land, and a drosky conveys us through a 
^^■*3rriiith of miserable streets and filthy canals to the magni* 
^^^^3,t quays of the Alster, where in our astonishment we ask if 
*|j^ ^ can possibly be in the same city, of which we had a glimpse 

**-t a moment before. 

»^^ ^^^Sight came on before we had walked round the quays of the 

^, I '■«Aer Alatet, known under the sweet names of " Xeue und alte 

**«igfenistieg." These qtiays are lined by lofty houses (Fig. 

-^^=^^31. five stories high, almost all hotels or large establisliments. 

'^-^ shops are in two tiers; those undeiground, in which live 

**^:»fle who keep restaurants and tavema, and dealers in eatables j 

^*^^ ground-floors, raised very high above the level of the street, 

^**'*»tain shops of all sorts, brilliantly lighted. Crowds of people 
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come and go, and everything shows the activity of a great city. 
A number of persons are standing before a Iai:ye plucuid illus- 
trated in the English fashion, and which represeuta two people 
fighting a duel ; above this is a woman dressed in a shroud, and 
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laid on a bier. We follow the current, and enter the exhibition 
of Jenkins Brothers, " citizens of free America." At the moment 
that we took our scats the stage was occupied by the persons 
represented in the bills; they were clothed in on odd costume. 
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one being dressed like a Hungarian, and the other in a. sort 
l^elisse resembling that of a Russian peasant. They clash 
5r sabres against each other with looks as terrible as their 
After a short time and mauy attempts, the Hungarian 
his adversary a severe cut through his sleeve ; the hand 
ttte Russian, dropping the sword, roUs down to the middle of 
s^ge before the horrified spectators. Blood flows "fiom the 
" in laige drops, and stains the floor; the wounded man 
pale, and falk They rush to him, and cany him ofi; 
le the Hungarian, picking up the hand of his opponent] 
w it over his head, showing the contracted fingers, the blue 
I, and the bleeding wound ; it is a hideous sight. The stage 
ins vacant for a few minutes, till the two antagonists return, 
*^ their four hands nninjured, bow to the company, and the 
in falls. 

"VThen it rises again, there is nothing on the stage Imt a box 

oblong form and dismal appearance, the sight of which in such 

^^ace makes a painful impi^ssion. When the spectators have 

^^^ time to contemplate this sight, and their emotion is suffi- 

^tly excited, a man enters, dressed in bkck with a white neck- 

►*h, armed with a hammer, and with his hand full of naila 

opens the box, which resembles a coffin, turns it all round, 

it on all sides, and invites those present to examine and 

that it is fastened tightly together. 

uring this preliminary operation a fresh personage, a woman, 

es her appearance, dressed in a winding-sheet, which covers 

^ from head to foot, and fits closely to her body. She places 

j^^^^^^f "* *® coffin, and her companion carefully nails down the 

i then he spreads over it a black pall, covered with white 

*ts resembling tears, and, having done 4his, he retires. 

e looked on with much astoui^hment, not understanding 

whole proceeding, and unable to guess what was about to 

pen, when the coffin suddenly begins to tremble, the dead- 

J struggles, and begs, as well as she can, to be released from 

prison. At first there are nothing but dull sounds; then 
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you hear her heels beating against the sides of the coffin, and 
the head moving up and down in despair; the hands eudeuvor 
to tear with their nails the smooth surface of the wood : the 
most frightful silence reigns in the hall ; }'ou may imagine that 
you hear the panting breath of the woman thus struggling be- 
tween four boards ; then cries of fear are heard among the spec- 
tators, which are instantly hushed. But the movement of the 
coffin becomes more sudden and violent ; .it rolls about, shaken 
by the poor creature supposed to be in such fearful convulsions, 
and struggling ifi her anguish, a prey to terror and fright. We 
seem to see hei; with her writhing and bleeding limbs, dashing 
herself, without a moment's cessation, against the walls that con- 
fine her; she loses her senses, she sees nothing, feels nothing 
now ; there is not sufficient air for her to breathe ; her strength 
is exhausted, and her cries are stifled. Then the movements 
become less rapid ; they cease for a while, only to recommence 
with greater energy and courage ; then all is quiet again ; the 
dismal box shakes for the last time, and all is over. They throw 
the pall over the coffin again, and carry it away not a moment 
too soon. What a nightmare it seemed! but the movement 
given to the coffin by a person thus enclosed within four planks 
of wood, and without space to move and throw about her limbs, ' 
must be a very difficult gymnastic feat 

Fortunately, to revive our spirits a young girl appeared, ex- 
tremely pretty, but so lightly clad that one knew not whether 
she were about to dress, or had just finished undressing. She 
was well formed, however, and took no pains to conceal it She 
advanced timidly, with downcast looks and trembling voice; 
her beautiful eyes scarcely dared to glance around This be- 
havior contrasted so strangely with her dress, that we asked our- 
selves, as in the preceding scenes, what was about to take place. 
The heroine crosses the stage, and sings, in Prench it was said, 
and we suppose it was, some lines from tlie " Belle Helene." 
When this was over, she turned, and found herself confronted 
by a person in the fancy costume of an executioner — one half 
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led, ami the other black — who seized her by the nape of the 
neck. She fell gracefully backwards, and he stabbed het with a 
poniard in the breast The blade disappeared ; the executioner 
gave it 8 slight tn-ist, and drew it out again; the blood flowed, 
dyeing the white robe of the victim who fell, with her hair 
diahe\'elled, her eyes closed, her face, her onus, her breast, and 
Iter limbs lind, yet atill exhibiting in her fall the remarkable 
plasticity of her frame. 

This trick was less successful than the preceding; it was too 
evidently seen that the e-iecutioner, while twisting his da^er in 
the wound, fixed on the bosom of his victim an adhesive picture, 
intended to favor the deception ; but how was it possible to pro- 
duce in a moment such decidedly deathlike hues ? 

This little performance satisfied us, and we did not care to wait 
for the conclusion of the exhibition, but hastened to our lodgings 
for the night. Fatigued with our voyage, and having eaten for 
supper some fowl and gooseberry jam, lying on a German bed, 
and lulled to sleep by the remembrance of the scenes which we 
had Just witnessed, it may well be imagined what nightmares 
embellished our dreams, and bow often the foolish saying re- 
caned to our mind till we were inclined to cuise it, "a bad night 
is soon over." AVe had, however, long before been convinced of 
the contrary fact, that a good rather than a bad night seems of 
abort duration. 

Early the next morning we began to examine the labyrinth' 
of streets which compose the old town. Some of the worst 
streets of Frankfort, Genoa, Naples, and London may give some 
idea of those which form the ancient quarters of Hamburg, and 
of the picturesque appearance of all these houses built of wood, 
with their tottering gables advancing irregularly one over the 
other (Fig. 141). 

The timbers are sharply defined on the brown ground of the 
bricks or mud with which the framework of the wall is filled 
' in ; they are sometimes relieved with a red band, forming 
■round them a kind of frame. These houses are lofty, for land 
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has alwoys been dear in Lirge cities ; they have sometime 
and even six stories. The dates of their construction a 
ceediugly various, and they have been so often modifie 
restored thM they possess now no other interest than as c 
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of curiosity, the greatest merit of which is their unt 
' antiquity. 

These old houses are fonnd everywhere, along the a 
narrow streets and tortuous canals; they alT have gaW 
openings through wliicli the light can be seen, narrow w 
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and plastered walls falling to decay. Not one of them resembles 
-ita neighbor; each has its peculiar appearance and difterent 
character, and one is never tired of examining them. These 
quarters are often the scene of painful incidents, 'showing no 
Teiy high sense of moral obligation, or any very refined taste in 
those who are connected with them. Brutality, desire of gain, 
and T0ughnes3 of manners form the prevailing characteristics. 

The maritime population live near the harbor or the canals. 
Another quarter is almost exclusively occupied by the dwellincrs 
of the Jews, who are very numerous at Hambuig, where they 
cany on profitably many of the favorite callings of their race ; 
but, throughout all the ranks of their social life, the types have 
remained the same. And on the thresholds of the doors, or 
through the panes of the windows, may be seen beautiful girls 
with dark hair, white teeth, and hooked noses, whose profile 
resembles that attributed by tradition to Rachel or Sarah. 

We may easily understand th^ result of a fire, when it breaks 
out in these hovels of worm-eaten wood, and wliat its ravages * 
would be among so many elements so well suited to aid in the 
work of destruction; and we may imagine what the terrible 
conflagration of 1842 must have beea "The Great Fire," as it 
18 stiU called at Hambuig (where this event occupies so impor- 
tant a position that it divides the history of the town into two 
portions, the one before and the other after this disaster), was 
almost as terrible as that of which London was the victim in 
1666. 

It began on Thursday, May 5. There was a report that a fire 
had broken tjut in a cigar manufactory in Deichs-Strassa The 
devouring element soon assumed such proportions that ordinary 
means were insuflBcient to resist it There had been a month 
of great drought, and the canals were dry. On the first day 
twenty-two houses were consumed, and the Church of St Nicho- 
las fell into the flames with a dreadful crash; and the next day 
the sun rose over an ocean of fire, throwing far around a showet 
of ashes and sparks, the violence of which increased every mo- 
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ment Cannons were employed to clear a space an)und the 
.burnin<y houses; but through the violence of the flumes the 
wind blew from every quarter, and* changed its direction every 
instant, rendering it excessively difficult to approach the places 
that were attacked. The cries of the terrified crowd, the heart- 
rending scenes that occurred in all directions, prcveutc<l aid 
being given with sufficient activity and autliority to render it 
effectual The metal ran down from the roofs, covering the 
spectators with a shower of fire. All the inflammable mate- 
rials had been thrown into the canals, and had there Uiken fire, 
and, like a river of flame, carried on all sides fire and death. 
In every street might be seen vehicles loaded with furniture and 
valuable effects, mothers rescuing their children ; some, who had 
become mad, throwing themselves headlong into the burning 
mass. Then, all at once, there arose a fearful cry ; the tower of 
St Peter's Church began to totter on its foundations ; its bells, 
set in motion by the action of the fire, tinkled for the last time, 
and the enormous mass was overwhelmed in the immense fur- 
nace below. On the same day the Bank, the Old Exchange, 
and the Town Hall were destroyed. 

Assistance came from every quarter. Altona, Lubeck, and 
Bremen sent provisions, men, and troops. On the 7th a mer- 
ciful shower of rain fell, which restored courage to those who 
were employed in the work of extinguishing the flames ; and 
finally, on Sunday, the 8th, the fire may be said to have been 
got under control. 

It had lasted three days and three nights, — had destroyed 
aixty-one streets and two thousand houses (a fourth part of the 
city). A hundred persons had perished ; twenty thousand were 
leduced to poverty, and were without shelter. The loss' in 

. money was estimated at one hundred millions of marks banco 
(about 7,520,000 /.). Subscription-lists were immediately opened 

^ in Europe and America for the assistance of the unfortunate peo- 
ple who were thus left without any resources. The sum obtained 
amounted to more than 400,000 /. ; and thus the victims of this 
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frightful disaster were enabled to procure for themselves the 
indispeoaablfl necessaries of life. At Hanibui;;; the inhabitants 
enga)^ to raise among themselves a sum of 2,000,000 /. for the 
lebuilding of the town. All traces of this calamity have now 
disappeared. Kew buildmgs lia^ e arisen instead of those quar- 
ters that were burnt. These are built of stone erect«d along 
wide, well planned, and well \eutilated streets , the noisome 
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canals are arched over ; and HamCiitg lays greater claims than 
ever to be " the finest city in the North of Europe." 

When the Exchange is closed, and the day's quotations have 
tieen telegraphed to the whole world, the business day is over, 
and that of pleasure b^na. All the mercantile and laborinj; 
population of the town repair to the Jungfematieg, which at 
this moment exhibits a spectacle of which the Unter den Linden 
at Berlin and the Fmter of Vienna may, to a certain extent. 



give some idea. The crush is great under the trees which line 
the Alster ; cajit established in small tenU fill rapidly ; a num- 
ber of boys bring, on pewter trays, refreshments conUined in 
Tesaels which resemUe the birettas worn in our churches. Car- 
riages throng the road ; the promenaders, among whom may be 
■een the moat distinguished of the dend-vumh, exhibit gaudy 
ooBtumes in extravagant and ghiring colors. Among the wheels 
of the carriages and the groups of promenaders may be everj'- 
where seen flower-girla (Fig. 142) in a singular dress, — a very 
abort red petticoat with a broad green border, showing a great 
deal of a leg with red stockiugs, and feet which are rendered as 
narrow as possible by tight shoes. The baly of the dress and 
the apron are violet, and the arms are left half bore. In winter 
long white akin gloves reach to the elbow and meet the sleeves. 
They wear on the bead a straw hat which strongly reminds of 
the women of the Bay of Toumne in Cochin Cliina. These 
young girls, who are not overburdened with modesty, accost 
unceremoniously every new-comer; fortunately they express 
themselves in German. When they find that their eloquence 
is in vain, they stick a rose in your buttonhole, and then de- 
mand a few groschen with an importunity which is soon com- 
plied with. 

Workmen who are enjojing their leisure seat themselves at 
tables by the side of the road, smoking and drinking, and from 
time to time venturing some rude joke, of more than question- 
able taste, on some woman who is passing, and who replies in 
the same strain, without being disturbed, and without any hesi- 
tation. As the evening advances the meal-time nirivea. Then 
the restaurants are fiUed; the countere are covered with attnic- 
tive and choice eatables. The salmon of the Ellw, geese from 
Stettin, game stuffed ^litb prunes, roast beef with pears, r.uv 
hams, and smoking pies are displayed on the refreshuicnt-bara 
ao as to be seen from without Tlie customer can judge of the 
resources of the estnblislmient before he entem But there is 
no exquisite cookery, — none of those choice sauces, the gloiy 
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h chefs; but quantity and solidity are substituted for 
and skill 

once they have taken their places the people all eat 

with their elbows on the table, without troubling: 
es about the glances of strangers, who are very numer- 
[ambuig, and who, seated by their side, are astonished 
sm satbfying so unreservedly and so grossly their phys- 
ta. They shock, though unconsciously no doubt, all 
icts of elegance and delicacy of people of Latin race. 

stolid, heavy, and impolite. Their women are ignorant ' 
iw8 and resources of the toilette; they know neither 
anake a bed nor prepare a dinner, and spoil the best 
r mixing them in a manner contrary to all the rules of 
1 reason; they have no idea of self-restraint, so that 
letimes forget even the respect due to themselves. We 
Q often told that this arises from artlessness and sim- 

As for German simplicity, where shall we find it? 
opie are utter roufy; we have seen them in their un- 
moments, alas ! In what does their simplicity consist ? 
iciug each other ridiculously in public ? Or is it be- 
37 have more natural children than any other nation iu 
Or because they hoard the few crowns which they 
EUid never give way to any sentiment which will not 
sm either advantage or profit? 
Y we entered a school ; there were the maps on the 
od we had no need to examine them to know what 
they represented. It was France, with its rivers, rail- 
id mountains. There were references to printed details 
lature of local productions, and information respecting 
ins of communication and the obstacles which might 
themselves. 

lite, to these was a large map showing the extent of the 
of Gemiauy, with the Duchies, Hanover, Saxony, Alsace, 
I, Bavaria, Baden, Wurtembei-g. etc. Looking at such a 
I are at once struck with the idea that Germany is not 
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a nation, but an agglomeration of many nationalities, ditrurin 
in their origin, their manners, and their religion. Tbe only 
thing which thiey have in common is their language ; but, 
should a fortuitous event stop one of the wheels of this im* 
mense machine, the whole would fall to pieces and instantly 
separata Each country would rise against the master who has 
brought it under subjection^ — ^ would resume its autonomy, and 
recover the position of which it had been deprived. 
-.Continuing our walk along the Alster quay, we saw on the 
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Vlf. 14S. — Groiind-pUn of Uia Mnaeiim at Hamburg. 

right the new Museum, built entirely of brick, which deserves 
notice on this account rather than because of its form. 

The ground-floor (Fig. 143) is composed' of a central building 
and two wings. A veiy fine staircase occupies the middle; it is 
of a single flight, with a wide landing half-way, and seems a 
miniature of that of the senate-hall at the Luxembouig. On 
the ground-floor are the sculptures and the curator's apartments: 
On the first floor there is a large and beautiful room at the head 
of the stairs, then a smaller one, and a long side-gallery. A 
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fourth (Ih~iaioa, in three compartments, contaia? drawings and 
CDgntvings, liglit being admitted at the side. The whole of 
these rooms ore not yet filled. The works of art which they 
contain are hut of secondary merit ; but they are well ari'nnged, 
and placed so as to be seen in the best possible manner. Those 
of greater importance are hung on hinges, which allow the light 
to be modified, and the position to be altered, according to the 
hour of the day. There are many seats, and the visitor may sit 
od a low and wide divan, without fatigue, and examine the pic- 
ture opposite to him. 

Most of the paintings are works of that German school so 
well known in France by the specimens sent to our annual ex- 
hibitions ; but the efTect produced is not the same when these 
paintings, instead of being lost in a crowd, are brought together 
so as to form a whole. 

The Genre pictures, so much admired by our neighbors, shock 
oar ideas, because of the choice of subjects; some of the details 
are too crude and too realistic for our refined tosta It was 
always a subject of astonishment to us to see bow openly a Ger- 
man shows his preference for one subject over another. Oood 
taste is as unknown to him as reserve or delicacy. Thus, a 
group, composed of a husband, wife, and children, who wore the 
appearance of people moving in good society, were standing by 
our'&ide convulsed with laughter, and were uttering loud excla- 
' mations before a picture representing a soldier too familiar with 
a serrant-girL 

The most favorite subjects of the German artists are interiors, 
aa we have before said ; the representation of the ordinary oc- 
currences of citizen life, simple and sometimes trivial family 
acenea. Snch subjects as these are unsuited to the sculptor, so 
that works in this branch of art are rare. It is not adapted to 
the genius of the Germans, who only leave the trivialities of life 
when they lose themselves in the domain of a vague idealism, 
often difficult to be understood, and which sculpture, with its 
ligoiDos geometrical precision, is unable to reproduce. 
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We have already said that the fiujade of the JIuaeum (Fi" 
144) is entirely bmlt of bricks. Those vary in form according 
to the position which they are to occupy; thus the shafts of the 
columns are fotmed by four triangukr bricks, united at the 
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centre by a core filled with mortar, exactly in the manner that 
columns in the Forum of Pompeii, and many other ancient pub- 
lic buildings, were constructed. The bricks used as voussoira 
are adapted to the form of the arch ; their npper pirt is wider 
than the lower, so oa to allow the joints to be of the same thick- 
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lings are formed of bricks of special, shape, the in- 
of which perhaps is, that they have the same profiles 
thout being able to show such clear and delicate 
he upper, cornice .there are panels filled in with 
irra-cotta, ornamented with designs in bright colors, 
ts, formed, of bricks of various tints, fill the solid 
building, and tend to give it a heavy appearance. 
the conception is too labored ; the niches filled with 
statues; the combinations of balustrades and of 
oded to conceal the roof show a striving after efiTect, 
barrassment^ and an exaggerated attempt to succeed. 
Id have been easy to obtain a better result by the 
of more simple means, and the study of more pleas- 
►ns. 

hAIster is separated from the Binnen-Alster by a 
of land, on which they have contrived to construct 
railway. This connects the Berlin line with that 
ind serves as a medium of communication between 
ts of Hamburg. It crosses, on a level, one of the 
Greets of the city, and yet there is no guard, no bar- 
;here to prevent access. When one wishes to pass, 
he way is clear, raises a chain, replaces it, and goes 
A clock, placed by the side of a notice-board fixed 
'es all requisite information, and the precise time of 
r the trains, so that large and heavily laden vehicles, 
but slowly, may not pass the crossing without a 
having sufficient time. Each person is able thus to 
slf from danger. We do not manage matters so 
ranee. --:-.-: 
ng traversed without inconvenience the level cross- 
i/and passed alotrg the causeway by the sMe of the* 
, we found ourselves before the General Hospital, of 
sh to give a short description. Questions relating 
uction arid internal arrangement of hospitals are at 
9 great interest, that it will be useful to enter into 
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some details and expI<inations respecting that at Hambur;j, one 
of the laijjest establishment} of the kind in Geruiuny. 
* In a notice issued by the authorities of the hospital, it is said : 

* We have not here to do with a small establishment limited in 
its development, and containing but a few hundred beds, but 
with one of the first rank, organized for the purpose of affortling 
public aid in an unlimited and more perfect manner, and capa- 
ble of receiving, when necessary, as many as eighteen hundred 
patients." 

• Among the hospitals recently erected, that at Hamburg has 
adopted, in the arrangement of its buildings, one of the forms 
most usually found in Germany, a quadrilateral, open on one 
sida Such is, at least, the character of the principal part of 
the structure; for, since the fire of 1842, which brought to the 
hospital so large a number of victims, they determined to enlarge 
it ; "and in 1848 they added to the original building, and pro- 
longed its facade by two wings, which materially alter the gen- 
eral appearance of the establishment. 

The site occupied by the General Hospital at Hamburg is by 
the side of the basin of the outer Alster. It covers a surface of 
about 64,585 square yards. It was begun towards the end of 
the year 1820, and finished three years afterwards. The expense 
of the works was 1,282,000 marks current (about 76,000 /.). 

It is composed (Fig. 145) of a central building, and of four 
annexes. The central part is raised two stories above the ground- 
floor; the wings have only two, with attics above. Beneath the 
whole building there are vaulted rooms underground. 

On each side of the central building are carnage-entrances, from 
which staircases lead to the diflerent parts of the establishment. 
The annexes are divided into two parts, the first of which extends 
along the front, and the second at right angles. Each extrem- 
ity is terminated by a rectangular building. The central court- 
yard is divided into two parts, intended for the patients of each 
sex. A wide passage crosses it, leading from the principal door 
of the official department, and ending at the surrounding moat 
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Behind the principal building are situated on one side the 
anatomical hall^ and on the other a kind of coach -house, in which 
the fire-engines are kept. At the side of. the outer enclosure is 
a small building where woollen clothes are washed. 

The sick wards are of various dimensions, the smallest being 
- in the rectangular portions at the Extremity of the wings. These 
are allotted to patients who pay for lodging and attendance, and 
to isolated cases. Each of the ordinary wards, placed on the 
first floor, is intended to receive twelve patients and a nurse. 
They are 38 feet long, 22| feet wide, and about 12 feet 3 inches 
high ; each patient must therefore have about thirty cubic yards 
of air, which is very insufficient. (See p. 32.) All these wards 
communicate with the common corridor and with the adjoining 
wards. They are lighted by three windows opening in the ex- 
ternal wall of the building, each of which is 7 feet 6 inches by 
4 feet 3 inches. The sill of this \vindow has no projection in- 
wardly at the usual height, but is, on the contrary, recessed from 
the front wall, so that the patients and attendants cannot look 
out of the window, or place there vases with flowers, or other 
ornamental objects. 

On each side of the door leading to the corridor are two small 
rooms, each lighted by an arched window. One of these is re- 
served for the nurse, and the other contains closets. In the 
middle of each smaller ward is a stove, and there are two in the 
larger ones. These stoves, made of brick covered with glazed 
tiles, are heated by coal or peat. The ventilation of the wards 
is effected by means of small air-openings made, on one side, in 
the waU beneath the windows, and on the other above the door 
leading to the corridor. You have only to tell the air to enter on 
one side and go out on the other ; a very primitive arrangement, 
and utterly insufiicient, since it frequently mq^'es in an opposite 
direction to that which was expected as the residt of its good 
. intentions, and thus occasions great inconvenience. Tlie ceilings 
are plastered, the walls whitewashed, and the floors rubbed with 
wax. 
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In the new wards a system of ventilation is adopted which is 
less primitive than that used in the old ones. An air-pipe sur- 
rounds the chimney of the stove, and carries off the vitiated air 
brought thither by the draught, while fresh air is supplied in 
the lower parts of tlie room by means of orifices at the level of 
the floor. 

The cesspools are not emptied, but the drainage passes directly 
into the Elbe. The general city aqueduct supplies the necessary 
purified water. A main drain receives all the water from the 
smaller sinks, and carries it to the Elbe. The whole establish- 
ment is lighted with gas. 

The principal and assistant physicians reside in the hospital 
There is also an additional branch in the centre of the town, for 
the examination and reception of patients. Foreign sailoi'S are 
admitted, in urgent cases, without examination. 

The porter at our hotel, who is a Roman Catholic, was in- 
trusted to receive, from his foreign co-religionists, subscriptions 
towards the construction of a church, the designs for which he 
showed to us. We gave our mite to this useful functionar}% and 
borrowed from him some drawings, which may, perhaps, interest 
the reader. 

The ground-plan (Fig. 146) consists of a porch leading to the 
nave, which is bordei*ed by side aisles, and terminated by a 
square chanceL The wide bays of the nave occupy the width 
of two of those of the side aisles. All the vaults, both high and 
low, have bays at right angles to each other. Their angles are 
without mouldings (Fig. 147), and they are intended to be cov- 
ered with paintings. The pillai^ are square, and the edges are 
chamfered as far as a console, which forms a corbel for the 
spring, of the arch. Small columns, giWng additional strength 
to those of the transept, and placed against each side, support 
the wall arches. Lai^ isolated windows give light to the nar- 
row bays. In the wider bays of the transept, instead of a single 
window, a triple one has been made. These windows come 
down to the string-course above the arches of the side aisles, 
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but Uuir upper part alone opeiis to the outer air. The lower 
portion gives light to s gallery, a kind of triforium, covered hy 
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the KM)6 of the side aislea. Arches placed below these roofs, 
the timbei^work of vhich is supported hy them, sustain the 
Ouaat of the Taolts of the nave. 



The steeple is over the mam eutmnce, and forms the great 
feature of the pnncipal facade (Fig 148) It la divided luto 
three stones each treated in a diflerent oiauner according to 
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the purpose for which it is intended. First, the porch ; then, 
the window belonging to the organ gallery ; and above this, the 
long narrow windows of the belfrj-, over which is the base of the 
wooden ipire. Triple windows, resembling those of the nave. 
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. give light to the transept, and there is a rose-window in the cast 
vftU of the chancel at the end of the building. 

The materials to be employed are brick and white stone for 
the masonry, tiles for the roofs, and -vfood for tlie framework. 
Iron is not yet so much used in Germany as in France, and it is 
but seldom employed. 

Having now described the general appearance of this church, 
an important public building in a city in which there are so few, 
ve must in a few words analyze its fonn and the nature of its 
construction. 

The petsoD who planned the Catholic Church at Hamburg, 
having a considerable space to cover, detennined to give it a 
vaulted roof; it was, in fact, scarcely possible to cover a lai^ 
aurfoce by a ceiling. Metal is not well adapted for decoration 
Qnder these circumstances, unless it is concealed by a covering 
of plastering, — a combination in every respect objectioaabla 
Having, therefore, adopted a vaulted roof, the architect made the 
general plan and its details to correspond with it. The bays of 
the vault, as ve have already said, are at right angles to each 
other, and are built of bricks without projecting ribs ; as the 
angles are strengthened by a double brick, it is only necessary' to 
make the large triangular bays about four and one-third inches in 
thickness. The spring of the vaults of the nave comes so low, 
and that of the side aisles is, on the other hand, so high, that it 
allows flying buttresses to be formed in the roof of the aisles, 
supported by external buttresses, and intended to take the thrust 
of the vaults of Uie nave. 

This arrangement gives the side bays a somewhat h.etivy and 
clumsy appearance, but has the advantage of being truly eco- 
m>mical, in allowing the height of the nave to be diminished 
vithout rendering it dark, since it can be lighted by windows 
immediately above the roofs of the side aisles. 

The danger to be feared in such a case is lest the thrast of 
one of the smaller arehes forming the division of the side 
aisles should oveiturn the isolated pillar in the centre of the 
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larger bay; but to obviate this difficulty it is easy to place 
over the spriuger of this arch an arrangement which would 
diffuse the thrust, throwing it not entirely on the column, but 
partly on the triangular mass of brickwork formed by the 
meeting of the two arches, which supports the solid part above 
the sill of the window ; this would afford the necessary resist- 
ance. 

This system of vaulting appears, therefore, very simple and 
reasonable as to the points of suppoi-t. Their disposition of the 
arches is not the result of caprice, but rendered necessary by the 
part which they have to play. The examination of the plan 
shows that their dimensions have been carefully adjusted, so as 
to enable them to sustain the weight to be laid ujion them ; and 
these dimensions are increased at* the top of the pillars by means 
of corbelling, intended to give greater surface to the imposts of 
the wall arches. 

Many other arrangements in this building well deserve exam- 
ination, but it would be necessary to give a great number of 
plans and drawings in order to enter into these details and ex- 
plain them. "We cannot and wish not to wTite a complete 
monograph on each building which we mention ; we must be 
contented with the more modest attempt merely to give our 
readers some idea of it 

We may here remark that we cannot but notice a certain 
femily likeness between the church at Hambui^ and some 
French churches, — a bond of parentage which is strikingly evi- 
dent in many respects, — and yet this building is not a copy. 
It reproduces recollections, reminiscences; it may be looked 
upon as an adaptation, but it is not a servile reproduction ; and 
if, in studying the details of this structure, we meet with incon- 
testable traces of the influence of a former age or of another 
countr}% it is to be found in the principles which have been 
. made use of, and in the rigorous application of a borrowed idea 
well followed and reasoned out, but not in the barren reproduc- 
tion of outlines or details, the importance and the true value of 
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which might indeed be ascertained and appreciated merely from 
the style of their execution. 

Since the time when Ilanibui-g begixn to rise from its ruiiH, 
they have replaced, one after another, the churches destroyed in 
1842. One of the most important of them, the Church of St. 
Nicholas, has been built, say the Guide-books, in the ^)J'/y>Y Gothic 
style by Sir Gilbert Scott, an English architect, whose name has 
a well-deser\ed celebrity in the United Kingdom. 

The Church of St. Nicholas is an archaeological work conscien- 
tiously elaborated. There is nothing, indeed, to shock us ; but 
we look in vain for any creative idea, any product of the imagi- 
nation. It is the exact copy of one of those Saxon churches of 
the fourteenth century, the types of which arc so frcquently to 
be seen in England. The construction su^jjjcsts nothiuir but ver- 
tical lines. The muUions and dwarf columns are too slight ; the 
gables are too pointed, and arc decorated with meagi-e and flimsy 
ornaments; the buttrcsses are surmounted by pointed finials; 
the arcades are not projecting, and the sculpture is not charac- 
teristic ; and, besides this, slender flying buttrcsses pass over the 
roofs of the side aisles to give support to the vaults of the nave. 
We have a different idea in France of the architecture of the 
Middle Ages ; yet we nmst admit that the Church of St. Nicho- 
las has a grand and noble appearance, and has been constructed 
with the greatest care. 

The other public buildings of Hamburg have little worthy of 
the notice of the architect. The Exchange, for instance, has 
attracted great attention, but its architectural merit dws not 
justify the notoriety which it has obtained. In front of it is 
the Bank, constructed on the site of the former Town Hall, of 
which we will only say that it serv'ed in 1810 as the prefecture 
of the department of the Bouches de TElbe, of which Ilambui-g 
was then the principal town. It was there also that llai-shal 
Davonst reside<l during the memorable siege of 1814. The Syn- 
agogue, a Moorish edifice, is considered to be one of the largest 
in Europe. In the Schulgebaude, a kind of professional school. 
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there has been collected a library containing twenty-five thou- 
sand volumes, and a museum of natural history and of local 
antiiiuities. The buildings in which these various objects are 
placed are separated from each other by courtyanls surrounded 
by colonnades, — a kind of cloisters, affording an easy mode of 
communication, and serving to jjrotect the pupils while at play. 
Unfortunately the internal arrangements of the rooms do not 
correspond with the good impression given by the external 

fa(^ades. 

The construction of dwelling-houses, as may easily be imag- 
ined, has been greatly developed in a city which has been partly 
rebuilt, and which daily increases in prosperity. 

Tlie houses in the central district, where the land is dearest, 
and space is wanting, are lodging-houses of several stories in 
hei<^ht. Those erected immediately after the great fire in 1842 
have no decided character. They resemble, except in a few 
details, those which are usually seen in large cities, as in Lon- 
don, Paris, or Vienna. The sketch which we made of one of the 
Alster quays (Fig. 140) will ser\^e to give an idea of the plan 
usually adopted ; but, on the contrary, the houses more recently 
erected, and especially those which are being built at the pres- 
ent thne, have been influenced on the one hand by the German 
Gothic school, and on the other by the intercourse with England, 
with which Hamburg has many commercial relations very im- 
portant to both countries.^ 

The material of these buildings is brick. These are employed 
with great care, and in every combination in which they are 
applicable ; they are of various colors, and, in certain cases, of 
different mouldings and special forms, so as to be suited to the 
place for which they are destined. Again, enamelled tiles are 
frequently used, to obviate the monotony caused by the uniform 
arrangement of these small masses, and thus throw into relief 

» Hamburg is the principal port in the North of Europe, to which all the mer- 
cbaDdiM sent from England and America to Germany and Russia comes, either at 
Ha arrival or departure. 
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certain portions of the stnicture, such as the lower parts of the 
courses which they truce, the window-sills under which tliey are 
placed, or the upper portion of the gables whicli tlicy enil>ollisli. 

Figs. 149 and 150 repi-escnt the plans, and Fig. 131 gives the 
perspective view, of one of these dwelling-houses intended to ]>e 
let to jjersons engaged in business or commerce. The under- 
ground poition is comprised of vaulted i-ooms, used as taverns or 
restaurants ; they are verj' warm in winter, and are esiKjcially 
frequented during the evening, which lessens the inconvenience 
of their being rather dark. The ground- floor, divided crosswise 
by a series of arches springing from the lower part, contains 
shops ; these are not well adapted to the rich display of goods to 
which we attribute so much importance, for the sill of the win- 
dows is on a level with the heads of those wlio pass by ; tlie 
entrance is not directly from the street, as the very severe cli- 
mate of the North does not i>ennit such an ammgement, whi«:h 
would bring in an enormous quantity of cold air at the entrance 
or departure of ever}' customer. It is necessary first to ascend a 
flight of stej)s, sheltered by a projection, and to enter a vestibule, 
on which doors open to the right and left, and opposite to which 
is the staircase leading to the upper floor. The next story is in 
its general arrangement similar to that below, and on the other 
floors are dwelling-rooms, in which we must notice the impor- 
tance given to the dining-room, at the expense of the drawing- 
room, and the arrangement of the bedchambers with two beds 
placed in an alcove, forming thus, in reality, a second room, 
lighted by a window, and which can be divided by a curtain 
from the apartment properly so called, which may thus be used 
as a sitting-room for the members of the family.* 

A covered balcony extends in front of the windows of the 
drawing-room. We should rather have had it enclosed, for it is 
evident that though the veranda afTords protection from the rain, 
it cannot preser\'e persons efficiently from wind and cold. Xot 

* For further details, see " Hnhitntions modernes en Europe," par MM. Viol- 
l0t*le-DttC et Felix Naijoux, architectes. Morel and Cie., edit. Paris. 
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room ia provided with a chimney ; they are all heated 
dl eartheuwure stoves which we have already mentioQed, 
.ve au et^uuhle, pleasant, and economical warmth, thou^jli 
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9. Kitcbens for the upper •ptttmeiit*. 

7. Dnving-KMDU. 

8. Bedrooms. 

9. Dmsing-TDoms. 
ID. aouta. 



i still prefer the sight of a good tire crackling on the 
These interiors are comfortahle, and resemble our own ; 
fever, this difference, that the more important rooms. 
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in point of size, are intended for family life and daily u.^, while 
the oUicial portions, so to speak, arc, ou the contmry, an-aiigcd 
in a more unpretending manner. -This is quite opj>o5cd to what 
ve are accustomed to in France. 
The proprietor of the house which we have just described is a 
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dealer in artistic porcelain ; he directed our attention to the most 
remarkable specimens wliich he possessed, ' and gave us some 
interesting details on ceramic art, which has been for a long time 
one of the most important bmnches of German industry. 
The products with which we were most struck were those of 
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beinia and the Rhine ; fantastic types, often full of exaggerated 
details, — faults which are fortunately atoned for by beauty of 
form, and more especially by brilliancy pf color. 

When we leave the centre of the city, wo find, in the more 
retired and quiet quarters, the mansions and private dwelling- 
houses of the rich merchants. These buildings are far from 
faultless. The facades are either vulgar or overloaded with or- 
naments, piled over each other without any reasonableness or 
necessity. But there are some exceptions ; and occ«isionally we 
meet with houses like those represented in our sketches (Figs. 
152 and 153), and before which we stand and admire. The 
front wall, as in Dutch houses, is separated from the public road 
hy an area, on which open the windows of the basement story, 
occupied by the kitchen and its offices; on the ground-floor, 
raised by several steps, are placed, on the riglit, the dining and 
drawing rooms ; on the left, a waiting-room and a consultation- 
room, for this house belongs to a. physician. Behind is a small 
greenhouse; the dining and drawing rooms are dinded by a 
movable partition, allowing these two apartments to be thrown 
into one on reception daj's, and when they meet to hear perfonn- 
ances of chfgnber-music, — the chief amusement of German citi- 
zens. On the fii'st floor are the bedrooms ; the principal one has, 
in front, a glazed iron balcony, completely enclosed, so that the 
residents may enjoy the view of what passes on the outside, 
without any fear of the wind and rain. In the attics are the 
smaller apartments and the servants* rooms. 

The fac;ade (Fig. 154) is built of brick ; the jambs of the win- 
dows on the ground-floor alone are of stone ; a few terra-cotta 
ornaments are placed over the lintels of the windows on the first 
story. Under the cornice beneath the roof is a row of enamelled 
terra-cotta tiles, and also in the front of the balcony. Within, 
there are evident traces of comfort and of British habits, and 
furniture which reminds one of the houses of the West End, or 
of the towns in certain English counties. 

Along the quays of the Gross Alster, and outside the city 
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boundii, tliere are a great imniber of krgo houses, wliich can 
ncitlicr 1)0 o^ed maiiaiona nor coHntrj'-Uouses, but wliich jiar- 
take of tlie cliaracteristics of both these kinds of habitations. 
They ore the villas of the rich merchants of Hamburg, who in 
fine weather come thither in the evening, for relaxation after the 
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1 Prind)<id cntrtnee. 

5. 8eTv>iit»'«i 
4. HalL 

6. Dining-nioni. 



6. Dnring'Toom. 

7. Wtiting-rooni. 



fatigues of the day's work. We have already entered into so 
many details respecting these dwelling-houses, that it will be 
nseless to refer again to them. We must not forget that the 
modem villa bears no resemblance to that of the Romans. It 
i» of recent creation, and is of a new type, which owes its origin 
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to our fondness for watering-places and for sea-bathing, nnd 
which has been further develojed by the facility of coiuuiuni- 
catton, by means of which wc can transport our^ielves, in a few 
hours, from the place of our aKxle to tlie borJoi-s of a lake iu 
the midst of mountains, favored with a delightful climate. 
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ALTONA. 

1 nmSRAL — THE DHDEROARTEN. — ALTONl. — BLANEENESSE. 

ONE morning, whQe we were waiting for the departure of 
the omnibus to Altona, we heard suddenly, in a side 
street, loud cries of mourning and lamentation; then, at the 
same moment, we saw a strange procession, which we should 
certainly have taken for some carnival masquerade, if we had 
not seen, raised above the crowd, a coffin covered with a long 
pall, the folds of which concealed the bearers, and swept along 
the ground. It was a funeral, but the most fantastic that could 
be imagined. Instead of relatives and friends in tears, those 
who followed the bier were muffled up in doublet and hose, with 
swords by their sides, wearing powdered ^vigs, carrying under 
the arm a hat >vith feathers, and on one shoulder a small dress- 
cloak. These people were hired mourners, and their lamenta- 
tions were proportionate to the generosity of the families for 
whom they sensed as substitutes, when it was necessary to carry 
one of their relatives to the grave. Their costume and their 
grief depend on the liberality of the survivors ; a silk or velvet 
robe corresponds with profound sobs and almost inarticulate 
cries, while a simple cloth garment demands but a few moderate 
tears. 

When the procession had passed, the omnibus resumed its 
route. It was a lofty and wide American omnibus, and pro- 
ceeded very rapidly. Our fellow-passengers were principally 
composed of cooks going to market, or on their return, dressed 
for the occasion, according to the custom of the country, in their 
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best attire, and concealing under a fold of their shawl the copper 
vessel in which they carried provisions for the household. 

At the end of a few minutes we were opposite to the ancient 
gate of Altona, on the front of which is the benevolent inscrip- 
tion, iVb6M bene, Nemini male; and soon after we entered the 
town, which till lately was the second city in Denmark. 

The object of our trip to Altona was to see the Kindergarten 
(childi-en-garden), which we had been strongly recommended to 
visit 

The Kindergarten resembles in many respects our orphan asy- 
lums. These establishments receive children from two to six 
years old, at which latter age education becomes obligator}'. 
The resemblance which exists between a plant and a child, and 
the care necessar}' for both, form the basis of the principle which 
lies at the foundation of all these establishments, and gave rise 
to the name "children-garden," that is to say, the place wliere 
their understanding and their afiectious are cultivated. The 
prerpises are large, healthy, and well ventilated. There is a 
meadow before the entrance, serving as a place for recreation ; 
a schoolroom, and a courtyard planted with trees. One hundred 
and twenty boys and girls are assembled, the former on the right 
hand and the others on the left, under the superintendence of a 
governess, assisted by a certain number of young girls from 
twelve to fifteen years of age, allowing one to about ten chil- 
dren. The garden is opened at nine o'clock. The children 
come, after having taken their first breakfast at their own 
homes; they are examined, washed, and made tidy, and are 
then arranged before tables, on which they find games of all 
kinds, — little wooden cubes for building houses, leaden soldiers 
to be drawn up in battle array, tracings of geometrical figures to 
be filled in with colors, etc., etc. They are incited by emuktion 
to do better than those around them ; their fingers and eyes thus 
acquire unconsciously a ceilain amount of skill After an hour 
of this occupation, they go out into the meadow and 2)hvj at sol- 
diers, for the German must accustom himself early to the part 
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e must act during the whole of his life. They there 
many g]rmnastic exercises, such as stretching out their 
d raising their legs at the word of command. They 
into the garden, and turn over the ground with their 
►r load their wheelbarrows with sand. 
ore taught neither to read nor to write ; their minds are 
prepared for the lessons which will afterwards be given 
This system, founded on a just idea and a true princi- 
i results the advantages of which have been fully proved 
tan statistics. 

laid that schoolmasters can recognize at once such of 
pils as have been trained in the Kindergarten. The 
which they display, their intelligence, and the free use 
limbs are much more developed than in other children, 
' are more readily inclined to follow the directions that 
1 to them, 
of these establishments are free, and intended for the 

of the lower classes; in others, on the contrary, a 
3r less payment is required. But all are managed on 
e rules and on similar principles. 
Bt ia within a pleasant walk. The principal street, the 
e, planted with lime-trees along its whole extent, pre- 
very animated scene ; the other streets are quiet, and 
ore retired than those of Hamburg. The houses stand 
lidst of gardens and pleasant groves. Caf(^, hotels, and 
Gtbound ; for Altona is on festival days the resort of the 
g population, who find there, within their reach, all the 
\ of pleasure and enjoyment adapted to their tastes and 
ons. 

andays, in fine weather, Altona is full of excitement 
in the open air, cafe concerts, and taverns are fre- 

by crowds of visitors, principally workmen, sailors, 
liers. Female servants from Hamburg, with their arms 
'ar as the shoulders, and a square of lace over the head, 
th the village girls of the neighborhood, and amuse 
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themselves with a freedom of manners of which the public 
balls of Paris, even of the mo3t advanced type, cannot give the 
remotest idea. **It is their simplicity," we are always told. 
Call it simplicity if you will, but our corruption — and there 
is no doubt of its existence — is a hundred-fold more reserved 
and less revoltin^::. 

The citizens go to Blankenesse, rather farther off than Altona, 
to seek for rest and pleasure on Sundays. Blankenesse is a 
pretty little town, or rather a viUage, on the right bank of the 
Elbe, situated in a meadow lying at the foot of an eminence, — 
a refreshing place with abundance of flowers, — and is chosen 
by German Platonic lovers for their sentimental walks. You 
may meet them two and two, hand in hand, forming grotesque 
groups as they saunter along the road. The dreamy lover, with 
his lustreless light hair curling round his neck, gazes languish- 
ingly at his companion decked out in ridiculous and pretentious 
finery, abd with her eyes ornamented with spectacles. They 
talk but little and think less, but exchange interminable kisses, 
while they dream of philosophy and ethereal poetrj'. 
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HELIGOLAND. 

AMOBE agreeable excursion than the preceding, full of 
strange and unexpected incidents, is the voyage from 
Eambuig to Heligoland. We embark at Hambuig, run down 
the Elbe as far as Cuxhaven, and then cross the arm of the sea 
which divides Heligoland from the mainland. 
- "What a pleasant voyage, and what delightful scenes ! How 
refreshing after the works of man! Since we left Dordrecht 
^e have seen nothing but houses and public buildings, which 
'we have been compelled constantly to examine, discuss,. and 
compare. We feel happy as we recUne peacefully on the deck 
of the vessel, looking at the blue sky, watching the innumerable 
IxMits which pass and repass around us, or listening to the noise 
of the water which gently ripples against our prow. We con- 
gratulate ourselves that to-day, at least, we have not to draw the 
plan of a building, to sketch a house, or to study the " logical 
and artistic employment of building materials." 

When Blankenesse has been passed, the river begins rapidly 
to widen. The two banks differ in appearance : the left is flat 
and monotonous ; the right is more varied, and shows a succes- 
sion of hillocks, the summit of each of which is surmounted by 
a country-house. Buoys, placed in the middle of the river, show 
tlie chitnnel traced through the shallows and sand-banks. The 
weather is fine, and the water so limpid that its various tints 
aDow us to distinguish the dangerous passes. Occasionally the 
channel grows more and more narrow ; there are but two fath- 
oms of water, and at the stem of the ship we can see the screw 
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cutting through the thick hauk of sand, so as to trouble the 
water, and send up large bubbles to the surface. 

At Cuxhaven spme passengers land, and others arc taken on 
board. All the Germans take advantage of this change to get 
the best places, and we caused great astonishment by giving up 
our seat to a woman who was standing. 

When once the bar of the Elbe has been passed, the greenish 
tint of the sea-water makes the river-water wliich rolls by in 
enormous masses appear yellow. We pass near the island of 
Newerk, which can be reached on foot at low water, and notice 
the light-ship, whose fires, lighted every night, point out the 
-shoals along the coast. This ship is moored by an iron chain 
fixed to an anchor weighing nearly 3^ tons. The length of the 
chain allows the vessel to yield gradually to the force of the 
«ea ; it is rapidly raised by the waves,,but, at the moment when 
it seems about to be carried away, the chain checks it, giving 
it oscillating movements of extraordinary violence. Its rolling 
motion is intolerable when the wind blows in a direction opposed 
to the river current. It strikes the vessel on her beam, and lays' 
her over on her beam-ends without a moment's intermission. 
The fatigue undergone by the crew is so great, that the strong- 
est sailors cannot occupy, for any length of time, this post, 
which requires as much courage as devotion to their duties. 
The tide is going down, and vessels are at anchor at the mouth 
of Ihe Elbe, waiting for a favorable opportunity of entering the 
•river ; but we pass on, and continue our voyage without incon- 
venience. We had a quiet passage, for the North Sea was pro- 
pitious. For a short time we lost sight of land — just long 
enough to feel the curious impression always made on one in 
the open sea, to see one's self the centre of an immense circle, 
with the sea bounded as it were by a vast coif, stretching on 
all sides to the horizon. How powerful man feels himself when 
brought face to face with that innnensity which he is able to 
control, in the midst of that solitude through which, with so 
much certainty, he ploughs his way ! 
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down, so OS to form a narrow tract of sand called tlic UnCcr- 
land, the lower land, white the upper part is uanipd the Olxir- 
land, the high district The baths ahd places of public resort 
are in the Uoterlaad. There is a finer view from the houses 
in the Oberland ; but it is necesaaiy, every time that you wish 
to reach the aea, to descend 184 very steep steps^ and, what is 
£ir worse, to teoscend them when you ictum home. 

The great charm of this little ishiad is that one can enjoy 
there a calm and quiet hfe and breathe a pure and bracing air 
Tou can take pleasant walks by the seaside \ihicb are never 
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long enough to be fatiguing, and can make delightful sea-excar< 
sions all around. 

' The inhabitants have manners and customs peculiar to them- 
selves, and have preserved their original costume. Tliey live 
happily and quietly, far from the social and political movements 
which disturb modem society, and strangers to all the passions 
and interests by which we are governed. 'When pace the bath- 
ing-season is over, communication with the mainland is so in- 
fiequent and difficult, that it can be effected only at invgnlar 
«nd distant periods. 
The national language ia Frieslandic, the official langnogo 
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Itf. 1001— GtooBd-plin of Bathiiig Establialim«at at H#U(olaad. 



L P6rcb. 

5. TesUbola. 
8. HaIL 

4. Bar-room. 

6. Porter^s lodge. 
€L Office. 

7. Director's room. 

I. Waahing-room and doeeta. 



0. Dining-room. 

10. Small drawing-room. 

11. Domestic offices. 

12. Drawing-room. 

18. Chambers with two beds. 

14. •• •• one bed. 

15. CoTered balconies. 
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a balcony for the upper rooms, and during the summer it is cov- 
ered with an awuing. 

The building is constructed of bricks and iron. The architect 
does not seem to have thought of ornamenting the fronts in the 
dightest degree (Fig. 158) ; his only study and care was to ar- 
range the interior conveniently. The hall, and the staircase 
which it contains, look rather grand ; the rooms appear small, 
but each piece of furniture has its allotted space. The sim- 
plicity of the plan adopted renders communication easy between 
the different parts of the building. The walls are thick enough 
to defy the rigor of the climate, so that, though it might be pos- 
sible to find fault with the problem submitted to the architect, we 
can certainly find none with the manner in which it has been 
solved. 

We must also remark that this establishment — although pri- 
marily intended for the use of those who come for sea-bathing 
during the summer — is occupied, during the winter, by an in- 
creasing number of tourists, especially English, who ai'e fond of 
deep-sea fishing, and who come and reside on this rock to satisfy 
this taste, — rich, idle, hlasA people, ready to bear any privation, 
and to brave the dangers of a storm, in the hope of feeling a new 
sensation ; but still willing, on their return, to find in thdr lodg- 
ings the resources of a refined civilization, and the means of sat- 
isfying their luxurious, self-indulgent, expensive habits. They 
can either shut themselves up in their rooms, or enjoy each 
other^s society in the drawing-room. The hall serves as a prom- 
enade during rainy or snowy days ; and, far removed from those 
exciting scenes in which their lives are usually spent, each one 
^an indulge in occupations suited to his disposition, and adapted 
to the degree of cultivation of his mind. 

Heligoland offers neither the pleasures nor the amusements of 
our Norman watering-places. This duU, dreary spot does not 
appeal to the imagination of every one. In order to enjoy its 
seductive charms, we must, above all, thoroughly love the sea, 
and not fear the monotony of an existence free from unforeseen 
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changes. Every morning, at dawn of day, the professed fisher- 
men and the courageous English girls embark and stand out to 
sea. The bathers stroll down to one of the two strips of coast, 
and then, beneath the shelter of a rock, watch the tide as it 
rushes up and washes the foot of the cliffs. In certain parts 
these are red, and communicate their color to the surrounding 
water ; you might imagine it to be a sea of blood. Then, as the 
day wears on, they climb to the signal-post, count the sails with- , 
in sight, follow with the eye the flight of the sea-gulls, whase 
wings lightly glance on the crest of a wave, or are lost in the 
mbts of the horizon. Sometimes a sudden breeze springs up, 
sweeps along the sky, and brings on a storm, and every one 
must hasten to seek shelter. Three times a week, the steamboat 
from Hamburg or Bremen brings news from the mainland ; then 
the natural disposition for excitement prevails ; each one rushes 
to the journals, and devours the news which they contain, those 
of Fhmce and of Paris more especially, and yet, — a fact which 
filled us with astonishment, — though among all these people 
there is not a single Frenchman, there are many readers of the 
•Figaro." 

In the evening they aU return to the sea-shore. The phosphor- 
escence of the water is so great, that when the wind raises the 
waves ever so slightly, and dashes them against the rocks, every 
drop of water looks like a luminous aigrette, which is reflected 
on all sides on the surface of the waves. The visitors linger 
long to enjoy this curious sight, and then every one returns 
home, prepared to recommence on the morrow the occupations 
of the previous day. • 

This calm, monotonous existence has a great effect on certain 
oiganizations, on minds fatigued and worn by the struggles of 
life. There is still to be seen a small house, formerly inhabited 
by one who had been conquered in the great battle of modem 
society. He landed on this rock, one day, filled with disgust, 
and dead to all hope ; at least, he thought so. He lived there 
for some time, calm and tranquil in appearance, thinking of the 
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past, lost in this deej) solitude in which he found repose, in front 
of this stormy sea, and in the miJot of this baiTqn and uninvit- 
ing land. At last the echoes of some startling event in I^uropc 
penetrated even to this spot ; the spark was rekindled under the 
ashes, the old man reappeared, and, rushing afresh into tlie ter- 
rible mel&, made the world resound with his name, and perished 
at last in a fearful catastrophe. 

We were obliged, however, at last to bid farewell to the little 
island. A vessel which neared the coast of Sleswig, and put 
into Heligoland for a pilot, took us on board, and carried us to 
Hussum, a port on the North Sea, the starting-point for the ex- 
cursion which we desired to make to the scene of the war of the 
Duchies. 
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THE WAR OF THE DUCHIES. 

PRELIMINARY REMARKS. — THE AUSTRO-PRUSSIAN ARMT.— THE DANISH ARKT. 
— THE LINES OF DANEYIRKB. — TAKING OF MISSUNDE. — FORTIFICATIONS 
OF DUPPEL — TAKING OF DDPPEL — THE ISUND OF ALSEN. — CONDITIONS 
OF PEACL — THE PRUSSUNS DURING THE CAMPAIGN. 

PRUSSIA had, for a long time, cast her eyes on the two 
duchies of Sleswig and Ilolstein; she found that they 
were necessary for the creation and development of her mari- 
time power. In the course of the year 1863 — thinking that 
circumstances were faVorable for the execution of her plan, and 
under the pretext thc^t Denmark kept troops in Holstein — they 
pretended that the Danish goveniment wished to annex this 
duchy. In order to avoid any serious motive for a conflict^ 
Denmark withdrew her troops. Prussia then declared herself 
the champion of the Duke of Augustenbuig, a pretender to the 
sovereignty of the duchy ; and, having taken this firet step, she 
hun-ied on the necessary preparations, so as to be able to over- 
whelm her neighbor when the proper moment arrived. 

This kind of attempt was then new, and gave promise of what 
took place afterwards. One of the causes of the power of Prus- 
sia is her i)refound contempt for the triAnal considerations of 
good faith and sincerity. To pretend that feeble Denmark 
thought of attacking the rights of the powerful Confederation 
was a bitter mockerj* ; no one could be deceived by it, or feel 
any doubt of the result of the conflict Europe did not then 
suspect the ambitious designs of M. de Bismarck, which, first 
revealed in lSC-1, were, six years later, to establish the empire 
of Germany. 
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^Mien we look into history, we are utterly astonislied that 
certain events could have taken place without having been fore- 
seen. How is it, — men are always repeating, since 1871, in. 
the reviews and daily journals and in conversation, — how is it 
that Europe did not, in 1864, anticipate the result of her indif- 
fereuce, and why did she not come to the help of Denmark? 
How many evils might have been avoided by such intervention I 
Sadowa would not have existed. The campaign of 1870 would 
not have taken place, and Prussia would not have been the ter- 
rible power which we now see her to be. 

But in 1864 France, the great protector of right and justice, 
yielding to a deplorable policy, remained neutraL The Aus- 
trians, to maintain their influence and popularity in Germany, 
courageously allied themselves with the strongest side. Eng- 
land still felt ill-will against Denmark, on account of the treat- 
ment to which the unfortunate Maria Cai-oline had been sub- 
jected. Eussia wished to see the issue of events before she took 
any part, and Sweden was not sorry for the humUiation which 
she foresaw would befall the neighbor that had so frequently 
been her conqueror. Denmark therefore found herself alone at 
the opening of the campaign ; but still she did not hesitate to 
prepare for the conflict, without any boasting, but, at the same 
time, without despondency. The Danes remembered that they 
had already beaten the Prussians in 1848; and, although M. 
de Bismarck boasted that he would soon " make them feel the 
power of the Pinissian arms," they did not despair of the result 
of the campaign which was about to open. But, alas ! they still 
depended on the help of France, and hoped that, at the last 
moment, Sweden would remember their common origin. Diplo- 
matists were excited, and rushed hither and thither, assuring 
the Danish ambassadoi-s of their officious sympathy ; but, be- 
fore they decided officially, they waited to see which side would 
be successful We know by experience this situation, and the 
value of promises of this nature. 

The concentration of the Austro-Pinissian troops was effected 
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at the cud of Jaiuiaiy, 18G4 Tliey were assembled in Holstein, 
under the comiuaud of tlie Prussian Field-Marehal WraugeL 
The rL-asi.n given for taking up anus was to cany out the M'ishes 
of the inhabitants of llolstein to be govenieil by the Duke of 
Au-usteiiburg. The allied anny had been dinded into two 
CMips tlie Prussians, to the number of 42,000 men, with 110 
guns, formed the right wing, commanded by the Prince Koyal, 
t^vdorick Charles. The Austrians, who numbered 32,500 men, 
with 48 guns, formed the left wing, commanded by Field-Mar-' 
shal De Goblenz; so that there were in round numbers, exclu- 
sive of the sick and non-combatants, 158 guns and 60,000 men, 
l»reinired long before, perfectly equipped, and well trained.* 

The Danish anny was far from being in such a good condi- 
tion. Tlie men who composed it were mostly mobilized corps, 
for the effective force in time of peace is very small, only about 
8,000 men. The troops were not fully officered, and the artU- 
Kry was insufficient ; 35,000 soldiers were assembled with great 
difficulty in Sleswig, under the command of General Dc Meza. 
Denmark disti-usted her old enemy, Germany.* She remem- 
bered the war of 1848, and, to guard against an attack, she 
had long l>efore begun a line of defence, the Danenrke, estab- 
li>lied at the place where the Fjord of Schley encroaches on the 
sliore, in front of Hussum, and considerably reduces the width 
of the i>eninsula. The extreme points of this line were Mis- 
sunde, on the Baltic, and Friedrickstadt, on the North Sea; the 
intennediate space was broken by mai-shy lands, by enclosed 
lM>ilion.s, and by water-coui-ses, the river Eyder amongst others. 
Tliis line would therefore have presented a serious obstacle to 
the march of the allied armies. Unfortunately, the works ne- 
cessary to complete its defence had not been kept in good order. 
Tliey were rei)aired as well as i)Ossible, and finished in haste, 
Ijut in an insufficient manner, and pieces of artiller}' were want- 

» *• .\iijjuairc des tlcux raoixlcs." Paris, 1864 ; Dagbladet, Copenhagen, 18«4. 
• Atonlinj; to an oM Danish proverb, Denmark could not fail of being happy 
if there were no Geniian/. 



THE AVAR OF THE DUCHIES. 



307 



ing for the fortifications. The Danish army determined to await 
the attack behind the Danevirka 

The Prussians passed the Eyder. On February 5 they were 
before ^Missunde, and opened fire immediately; the Danes re- 
2)lied but feebly. Tlie Prussian artillery destroyed ^lissuude 
without injuring the intrenchments. There was a thick fog. 
The Pnissians advanced, but, being no longer supported by 
their batteries, the same thing happened as is usual under such 
gircumstances ; they gave way and retreated before the Dane& 
The exploits of this day were confined to the destruction of 
the village of ^lissunde ; and yet, at the close of the skirmish. 
Prince Frederick Charles, with that burlesque German pom- 
posity which nothing can equal, ventured to say to his soldiers, 
parodying the celebrated proclamation of Xapoleon I. : " AMien 
you return to your homes, you will only have to say, I was at 
Missunde ! and every one will cry. This is a brave man." As to 
the Austrians, they had advanced on their side, and were at the 
other .extremity of the Danevirke, near Friedrickstadt 

Still the situation of the Danes did not improve. At war 
even with the elements, they had to endure the severity of such 
a winter that the Fjord of Schley, in which they trusted as 
opposing an impassable barrier to the enemy, had to be crossed 
and recressed incessantly by a steamboat, to break the ice, and 
to keep a free passage in the midst of the water. 

When alfairs were in this state. General Meza, finding him- 
self insecure behind the Danevirke lines, and fearing another 
attick on his intrenchments, which he knew to be insufficient 
to protect him, decided on retiring, that he might not compro- 
mise, without any chance of success, the safety of an army on 
which the hopes of his countiy depended. 

His retreat was effected in good order, but the indignation 
excited in Denmark by this movement was immense. They 
demanded that the commander-in-chief should \ye sui)erseded, 
and they shouteil treason,* as a nation unfortunately always 
does when success does not crown their eCToils and desires. 
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Distrust Wjjau to show itself in tbe rauka of the anny, and it 
was iimler a bad imifressiou tbat the reyimeiits Mere re-formed 
K-foiti the island of ALscu, bcbiuil tbe fortifications of Duppel 
ill t^lgswi^ and Fredericia in Jutland. 

TLcy bad dcpcudcd on tbe line of Daocvirke to keep tbe 
Aiistiu-Prussiaiis iu check till the time necessary for finishing 
the defences of DuppcL Thus nothing was completed, and the 
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sudden retreat of the amiy disturbed and threw into disorder 
the pLiiis tbat were to Ije adopted. Notwithstanding this, the 
wiIIingin:Es, coum^'e, an<l zeal of all, both officers and soldiers, 
were so f-'roat, tbat the necessary defences were soon, if not en- 
tirely finished, at least in a condition to be utilized. Tbe cold 
was too severe to allmv works in masonry to be canicd on, tut 
they .-^uiiplied their place by erections in timber, bound together 
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by iron bolts and wire, and covered with earth ; but this eaith 
itself was so burdened by the frost, that it was tedious and diffi- 
cult to work in it 

We give here sketches of two works of this kind, from modeU 
preserved iu the museum at Copenhagea Tbe first (Fig. 159) 
is a blindage, intended to serve as ft covered way between two 
trenches. The system adopted is composed of a framework cov- 
ered with a mass of earth, by which means its height may be 
lessened. The balks, which form the supports, ore double. They 
are more -widely separated at their lower extremities, and rest 
on bearers let into the ground. Cross-pieces, tongued, and se- 
curely tied, and iron bands, support and strengthen them half- 
way up. At the upper end is a cross-beam, on which rest tbe 
balks of timber, serving as a root These timbers and tbe 
sides are covered with eailh. Tlie trusses arc placed at a dis- 
tance of 1 foot 8 inches, 2 feet 3 inches, or 3 feet 3 inches 
from each other, according tfl the weight which they have to 
support 

The blindage just described, which was constructed at the 
commencement of the war, before the Danes had realized the 
force of rifled cannon, had not been covered with a sufficient 
thickness of earth to prevent, for any length of time, the chance 
of rupture or of sudden accident ; but in the next example (Fig. 
ICO) the Danes had profited by experience. The supports are 
double. Two vcitical poles, fixed in soles buried in tbe ground, 
support two cross-beams inclined at an angle of 45", which are 
bound together by a horizontal beam, meeting two other cross- 
pieces resting on the ends of tbe vertical poles, and fixed 
obliquely, so as to unite and cross at tbe upper ends. Tliese 
double trusses, placed at a distance of two feet from each other, 
are firmly bound together by bolts and iron wire. At the sides 
and on tbe top are hiid balks of timber, forming the walls and 
the roof An enormous mass of earth, of frera 13 to 17 feet in 
thickness, is heaped upon tbe whole. Blindages of this kind 
have been proved by experience tp be possessed of an elastic 



force capable of resisting tlio shock of the most fonniduUe pro- 
jocUIcs of luotleiTi ai-tilleiy. 
lu si.ito of the riyor of the season the Dines lalwrol without 
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t or cc it.rn TI.C ^^o,U nt Duppcl ^Wh .vcre necc-^iir 
be coiiii-UfcJ coininstd t^n reJoubU, ei^ht enclosed and 
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two open ones, disposed round an arc of a circle, aud connected 
together hy trenches and works, of which our sketches may give 
some idea. In fi-uut of the saHcnts of the bastions 7, 8, and 9, 
on which it was supposed that tbo attacks of the cueiny would 
be made, were outworks and obstacles intended to keep tliem 
in check. But we saw, in the siege of Paris, that the mode of 
attack adopted by the Pnissians — by the use of artilleiy of long 
niDge — renders precautions of this kind almost useless. Witlk- 
in the Jii-st line of defence there was another, less strong, com- 
posed of bastions, covering a trench ; the approach to wliich was 
defended by a glacis surmounted by pointed stakes and a fence 
of iron wire. -The intention of this second defence was to pro- 
tect the retreat of the army if routed. This precaution shows 
an unusual amount of foresight, for unfortunately before the 
battle people reckon too coufideotly on victorj% and do not suf- 
ficiently provide against the possibility of defeat 

The artillery which defended all these works couU not con- 
tend with the rifled cannon of the Pi-ussian army, of the great 
range and force of which the Danes were utterly ignorant 
AVhen, therefore, they constructed their intrenchraents, they did 
not think it necessary to make them of tlic necessary dimensions 
to resist the overwhelming effect of these new projectiles. We 
ought to make some excuse for them, since after the war of the 
Duchies, and the Austrian campaign, we did not know much 
more than in 1870. 

In addition to the defensive works on land, the Danes bad 
recourse to an ironclad monitor cruising along the coast, — a 
new warlike engine, which then for the tirst time took part in 
regiilar warfare in Europe. 

The Dauisli troops, sljeltercd behind the works of Duppel, or 
intrenched in' the island of Alsen, re-fonncd their regiments, 
and filled up the number of their officers ; but tlicir c<iuipmenta 
and their supplies of provisions had suffered con.(!tderable loss 
during the fii'st i>art of the war and the retreats that had fol- 
lowed. The Soldiers were worn out by their labors in compleb* 
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iug tbe defensive works, digging the trenches, increasing the 
tliickncss of tbe slopes, traverses, and covered ways, foiming 
casements for the guns, and making sorties upon the Prussiana, 
who themselves do not follow up their guns, and never seek to 
take an obstacle by assault, but destroy it with their artillery 
l>ef«)re tlie solJiei-s approach it These fatigues caused much sick- 
ness. The weather l>ecame rainy. When they retired from the 
trenches, with their clothes saturated with water, and had to 
run to the advanced posts, they suffered from the sudden cold, 
and, notwithstanding the energy and the strong constitution of 
the men, many succumbed to it 

The Danish unifonn consisted of pantaloons of blue cloth con- 
cealed by hirge and strong boots, a short vest, and over this a 
lung brown capote ; the knapsack unrolled so as to form a kind 
of skin, which, when spread on the ground, made a diy and 
healthy bed. Besides this knapsack, each soldier carried a 
wallet of white cloth, containing provisions for the day; some 
fresh lx?ef and salt pork, without vegetables, some barley-bread, 
brandy, and coffee. The muskets were of old-fashioned con- 
struction, rather lieavy, and consequently very inferior to the 
rapidly firing guns of the Prussians. 

We see, from this, the inferiority of the Danish anny in com- 
parison with that of the Austro-Prussians, and yet the latter 
did not decide on making an attick upon them. The Austrians 
remained in observation before Fredericia, having thus invaded 
Jutland, which gave a new aspect to the campaign, and turned 
it into a war of conquest 

The Austrians had also to contend against a grave complica- 
tion which arose among the regiments of different nationalities 
of which tlicir army was composed. The Hungarian contingents 
had revolted, being ashamed of aiding their conqueror to subdue 
a nation stru^'^ding to preserve its autonomy. It was feared 
lest tliis spirit of revolt should affect the Italians, and then the 
lN)les f»f tbe duchy of Posen. A tenible act ef repression stifled 
the mutiny in the bud. It is said that 300 Hungarian officers 
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and soldiers were executed, but the hopes excited by this event 
in Denmark soon vanished. 

The siege of Duppel was regularly canied on. The Prussians 
fortified themselves in their positions, to prepare for a retreat 
in case of a defeat They remembered that in 1848 they had 
been beaten and repulsed before this very city by the same 
General Meza, and were unwilling to veutm-e on a decisive 
blow without a certainty of success. For this pui-pose they 
occupied the heights all arounXl, placed masked batteries behind 
copses of trees and slight mounds of earth, not to be removed 
till the last moment This is a plan familiar to them, and the 
bravery of the Danes fonned a striking contrast with this pru- 
dence. One instance of this may be given. The con-ect aim 
of the Prussian rifles astonished the Danes. It was necessary 
to ascertain the precision of their aim, in oi-der to provide 
against it -and protect themselves. For this purpose an officer 
ventured alone to a distance of about sixteen hundred or two 
thousand feet in an open space, thus serving as a mark for the 
balls of the enemy. He observed the discharge and noted the 
deviation of the ball, which at this distance was about a yaid 

The bombanlment of Duppel coinmeuced on March 27. The 
Danes abandoned the town after having burnt it, and retired 
behind the fortifications, which up to this time had not greatly 

suffered. 

On March 29 the Prussians attempted an assault, but were 
repulsed with loss. The soldiers, as soon as they found them- 
selves within range of the enemy's projectiles, threw themselves 
flat on the ground, refusing to advance, in spite of the commands 
of their officers.* After this check, the Prussians did not quit 
their lines, leaving the aitillerj' to do its work In such contests 
as these, the valor of the soldiers counts for nothing. It was 
out of their power to approach the Prussian batteries; their 
strength rendered it impossible that any attempt of this kind 
should succeed, and surprises in such a contracted s^mce were 

1 •• Le Daneinark," iwr Ohcax Comeitant. 
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impracticable The Danes, whose guns could not reach the 
enemy's lotteries, now only made use of them to repel an as- 
sault. As to the Prussian cannons, they were never silent It 
had l^ecn hoped that they would spare Sunderborg, an imfoitified 
town. Tliis ^as a strange delusion, for the town was destroyed. 
On April 2 the bombardment was resumed with greater >'igor. 
By the 14th the Danish intrenchments had already received 
50,000 projectiles. Tlie defensive work§ had been destroyed. 
The ganison, worn out by disease and privations of all kinds, 
diminished by their losses, which amounted to from 100 to 200 
men per day, werc exhausted, and were no longer in a condition 
to continue the struggle. The j>^y^J^o^ogical moment seemed to 
have arrived ; none of the hoped-for and exj^ected reinforcements 
came, and yet the Prussians, fearing a revei*se, dai-ed not attempt 
tlie assault. The enemy, deprived of all their resources, weak- 
ened by months of privations and physical and moral sufferings, 
still apjx^ared to them too formidable. They waited till the 
17th, and, thinking that by this time the Danes could no longer 
even hold their guns, they recommenced the bombardment with 
extreme violence. In the course of tliirty-six hours they threw 
30,000 jirojectiles into the enemy's intrenchments, and then at last 
decided on forming the attacking columns. But even then — a 
thing which is scarcely credible — the Danes, whose strength and 
courage might have been thought to be utterly prostrated, ix)used 
themselves with fa^sh energ}% instead of surrendering, and, 
though without hope and ceilain of defeat, they all fought like 
herrjes. Out of 10,000 men who were engaged, 2.000 fell, 2,000 
weixi made prisoners, and the rest crossed the Little Belt and 
retired to the island of Alscn, after having cut the bridges which 
coimected the island with the mainland,* the extremities of 
which bridges were defended till the last moment by a Ixxly of 
brave men who sacrificed themselves for the common safety. 

* Till* man<r«vre was very skilfully exccutetl, by means of gunners fastened 
Ity rhaiiis to the movable bridges. At a given signal these men i:et themselves in 
uiutidn, J lagging the briUgt-s after them. 
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This was the last eflbrt of the Danes. They attempted to 
fortify themselves in the island of Alsen, but they Imd lost all 
hope and all ardor. The soldiers, having no longer any confi- 
dence in success, saw traitors and ^pies eveiy where, and the 
8tru'^<»le was thenceforth continued only to sustain to the lastf 
the honor of the national flag. 

Tlie Prussians did not profit by the advantages gained. Tliey 
dared not attack the island of Alsen, which the Danish fleet 
could still effectually protect, and perhaps retake if they were 
to gain possession of it They preferred to extend their con- 
quests, and a pait of the allied amiy combined with the Aus- 
trians to take possession of Fredericia, which could not resist, 
but fell into their hands on April 28. Three days aftenvards 
the Austrian fleet allowed itself to be beaten by that of the 
Danes off the coast of Heligoland, where it had been coippelled 
to take shelter under cover of the English guns. But this suc- 
cess could have no influence over the issue of this disastrous 
campaign, the result of which was already considered desperate ; 
therefoi-e a suspension of arms was agreed upon on May 12. 

The situation of the Danes was deplorable; the fourth part 
of their army had been destroyed ; they had now only twenty 
rifled cannon left On the other hand, the Austro-Prussians 
occupied Sleswig, Holstein, and a part of Jutland ; their anny 
of sixty thousand men lived at the expense of the conquered 
countrj'. This is one of the laws of war, and we know well how 
conscientiously the Prussians carry it out 

A conference was held in London to arrange terms, but no 
result could be obtained before the end of the armistice. Hos- 
tilities were therefore resumed on May 2«, and on the 28th the 
Pnissians took the island of Alsen. This conquest was not dif- 
ficult, since the Danes could no longer defend themselves ; men, 
i-ations, and ammunition were wanting. They abandoned the 
island, and retjjed into the island of Funen, whither the Prus- 
sians did not pursue them. No more Danes remained on the 
mainland. The Gennans completely occupied Jutland, and 



\ 






THE WAR OF THE DUCHIES. 



317 



Dn July 
t 1 into 
ace was 

i under 
sh debt 
r them. 
Itic and 
Q, since 
lean for 
through 
gusten- 
les had 
itilitieSy 

en the 
eclared 

>r Sles- 
nmark, 
d with 
le con- 
le con- 
olently 
simple 
re con- 
f their 
by the 
age of 
c^ilitate 
uit the 
tig the 
noved, 
)tected 
es had 



defended Turkey and created Italy. Then silence fell on this 
great catastrophe, and Prussia had, unsuspected by the whole of 
Europe, taken the first step in her career of fortune. Might had 
ovenvhelmed right 

We will now finish this sketch with some details of the man- 
ner in which Prussia behaved during the war. 

Tliey almost entirely destroyed Sunderborg, an imfortified 
town, which was not exposed to the fire of the batteries 
directed against DuppeL In the island of Alsen, they burnt 
detached farms, destroyed Kjer, Bonhavis, and all the villages 
along the coast, merely for the satisfiftction of doing mischief, 
and thus going back to the state of civilization and morals 
of many centuries ago, — a crime with which they have been 
openly reproached. 

At each suspension of hostilities both sides made an exchange 
of dead. The uniforms of those sent back by the Prussians had 
been stripped of their buttons and lace; the officers had been 
deprived of their decorations; all their jewelry, money, and 
other valuables had disappeared, and their pockets were turned 
inside out 

Towards the end of the campaign the Danes stood on their 
ruined intrencliments, waiting for an invisible enemy who had 
hidden behind their cannons ; in fact, it is a plan always adopted 
by the Prussians never to show themselves openly, or to give 
any signs of their presence. They hide themselves in a hole or 
behind a tree; you may be close. upon them, and suspect that 
they are there, but you do not see them. There is never any 
fire in their camp, the smoke of which might betray them ; they 
go forward, working slowly, without rest or intermission, till at 
last one day a "rideau" of turf is thrown dowTi, an "dpaule- 
ment*' disappears during the night, and unmasks a new bat- 
tery. All these precautions are fair in war ; they show great 
prudence, and a perfect knowledge of the character of the Ger- 
man soldier, who could not stand against the impetuosity of 
the charge of a French regiment, but who could remain for 
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liours to;;etlier cixiUcluDg at tlie bottom of a ditch. The in- 
stincts of bravery and chivalr)% uoble, delicate, and elevated 
sentiments, excite a smile in a German. They would never 
have said to the English at the siege of Fontcnoy, " Gentlemen, 
pray fire first" 

During tlie Avhole of this long and terrible campaign the 
energj" and resolution of the Danes never failed for an instant ; 
the patriotic feeling with which they were animated was so 
powerful that it Ciiused them to do wondei*s ; but they sought 
in vain to contend against an enemy whom they could not dis- 
cover, but who from a distance thundered upon them with his 
teiTible artiller}'. Xo reverses daunted them, but they marched 
against the enemy, i*aising their heads aloft in the midst of a 
shower of projectiles, while tlie explosion of a shell made the 
Pmssians fall flat on their faces, with Prince Frederick Charles 
at their head, in the island of Alsen on April 27, 1864. 

The Germans were armed with superior rifles and cannon; 
they were four to one in number, and in many cases they were 
K»aten and suffered great losses when they were no longer pro- 
tected bv their batteries. But their rodomontades and their 
inordinate vanity exaggerated the slightest advantages gained, 
coolly changing defeats into splendid victories. One day three 
Danish officers and sixteen soldiers went to a small island near 
Alsen, and spiked two of the guns of a battery which, since the 
preceding evening, had annoyed the Danish force. This bold 
exploit so astonished, the Germans, that the next day they took 
the credit of it to themselves. 

The Danes bore with the most noble firmness the misfortunes 
which befell them. The soldiers, as well as their oflicers, had 
a high sense of their duty and their dignity; astonished to see 
the Pnissians always well infonned as to their plans and prep- 
arations, they supposed themselves to Ijc surrounded by spies 
and ti-aitors. Such is, unfortunately, the impression of every 
suMier when defeated; yet their discipline did not for an in- 
stant relax, and after their retreat into the island of Alsen, in 
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the midst of the general disorder, an eyewitness * declares that 
^e never saw a single drunken man. 

It was not our intention, in thus referring to some of the 
events of the war of the Duchies, in which the Prussians com- 
menced the series of their conquests, to have the puerile satis- 
foction of exciting the reader's feelings. We will no longer 
proceed to draw inferences which every one will doubtless do 
for himself; but it seemed necessary, when passing through the 
country which had been the theatre of tliis memorable struggle, 
to recall the remembrance of contemporary facts, which seem 
already to have happened long ago in comparison with those 
of which we have so lately been the victims. 

It is not our business now to deal with political questions ; 
nevertheless, it will not be out of place to show the similarity 
of the means employed by Prussia against her enemies in 1864, 
1866, and 1870. The same plans preceded the declaration of 
war ; it was always Prussia that was attacked, and that acted 
on the defensive.* Then, when war was declared, it was found 
that these i>eople, taken unawares, were in an admirable state 
of prei)aration, — that their troops were concentrated, their sol- 
diers trained, their arsenals full, their arms perfected; while 
their opixjnents had not a man or a piece of artillery to employ, 
and, during the time so valuable to them for making prelimi- 
narj' arrangements, they were compelled to fight without being 
able to fin<l an ally or a supporter. 

' There is no doubt that this is excellent warfare. Perhaps it 
is better to see others use such means than to do so ourselves ; 
at all events, the best way to lessen their influence in the future 
is to sixiak of them, and to make them known. 

IIow is it that at a period like the present, when raihva}-s, 
steamboats, and telegraphs enable people to know so well and 
so rapidly what passes in other countries, we are so completely 

1 "U Danomark," i>ar Oscar CometUnt 

s Prussia and Austria containcJ, in 1S74, 70,000,000 Inhabitants ; DenmtA 

only 1,000,000. 
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ignorant of what the Germans are doing, while they know 80 
thorouglily all that liap^xjus amongst ourselves ? The thing is 
easily to be unJerstood. We never visit them, we do not read 
their books, and but seldom translate them ; they are constantly 
in Fnmce, tliey read and make translations of all that we write. 
It is easy for us to follow their example, and, in doing so, we 
shall be more and more convinced of the advantages which we 
may derive from a thorough knowledge of the good qualities 
and faults of our adversiiries, so as to be able to unitate the 
fi»rmer and avoid the latter. 
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JUTLAKD.— in UTTIM BELT. — A FERRT-BOAT. — A FARM. — FUKER. 

GREAT BELL — THE ISLAND OF ZEALAEB. 
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SiscE we bave b^gnn to go beyond our own ftontien and look around n% w 
bare aa yet no tborongb knowledge of any coantry, except of England and Qer- 
many.* Wben we aball ba?e gone a atep fartber, and visited Denmark, we aball 
be adirpriaed to find tbat tbere are treacorea amasaed in a city to wbicb we are 
accustomed to attribute but little influence, and learned men dispersed tbroo^ a 
country wbicb one of our journals lately called a land almoat barbaroua.** -»X. 
Makxibb. 



AS soon as we pass the new frontier which divides the 
empire of Germany from the kingdom of Denmark, the 
country changes its aspect; it is as flat as ever, but seems less 
dull and monotonous. The peat-bogs are intersected by large 
woods ; animals are seen feeding in the meadows, tied to sep- 
arate stakes at r^[ular intervals, as in Holland. Here and 
there appears, like a colored dot in the midst of a gray or 
green ground, a red hut^ a blue farm, and the picturesque cos- 
tume of a peasant-girl, who, with her laige eyes wide open, 
gazes placidly, from (t distance, on the crest of smoke hovering 
over the passing train. 

The costume of these peasant-girls is, however, that which 
especially attracts attention (Fig. 161). The head-dress is 
shaped like a Persian cap, tied by ribbons under the chin ; they 
wear a short cloth cape, trimmed with colored embroidery or 
metal ornaments of various forms, sewed upon it The sleeves 

1 M. Marmier perhapa goes too far wben be asserts tbat we are tborougbly 
acquainted ^itb England and Gennany. 
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ate naiTow and sbort; the arm is lc(t bore aa tor as the 
elbow in sumiiicr, but in winter it is covei^d with long and 
thick leather gloves; hracetets of metal or black velvet sur- 
round the wrist; the petticoat is made of thick brown or 
deep red stuff; and the apron, made of silk or woollen mate- 
rial, is either red, blue, or green. The colors are rather gaudy. 




Tig- UL-A rmMaUJStU Jirtlua. 

but the pale light of the North harmonizes and softens, in- 
stead of exnggeiatiug them, as under the brilliant sunshine 
of the South. 

On the right of the road appears the extremity of a' harbor, 
with green transparent waters ; this is FreJericia, where we are 
to emlmrk in order to cross the Little Belt 

Tliis passage is effected by means of a ferry-boat, which 
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conveys the train — a method of transport commoo enough in 
America, but still rare in Europe* 

The Little Belt is not 1\ mile wide ; yet this short passage 
is sometimes difficult, and evea dangerous, during the preva- 
lence of certain winds, on account of the currents, shallows, and 
reefs which obstruct the strait ; so -that large vessels avoid thia 




Tif- lei.— PUb of th* Appmdia of i Vnrj oa tha litUa Bailt. 

1. Bailirtj feny-boit 

2. MoTaUe pontoon. 
S. Dull for li-nring tlie pontoon. 



passage, which is almost always effected by means of coasting- 
vessels and fishing-boats. 

The lauding and embarking of luggage formerly caused great 
waste of time, for so short a passage, and involved tedious and 
fatiguing labor ; so that a considerable improvement was intro- 
duced by the Danish railway company, when they conveyed the 

1 "Ve think that there ii no niliny fen^-boat In Enr«iw, (xccpt on the Lik< 
or Constance and at the Little Belt It hai hcen lately proposed to atart OM 
between Calais and Dorer, on t)ie Sfatem of Dupny da L6ni«. 
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necessary in its construction to have recourse to a system of 
horizontal cylinders, arranged in such a peculiar manner that 
we cannot intelligibly give a descijption of them. 

This system of making the passage by sea, without unloading 
and reloading the carriages, offers great advantages; but it is 
often impracticable in rough weather, the necessary manoeuvres, 
both at*the departure and arrival, being then very diiBScult On 
the other hand, in spite of the opinion given by a man of un« 




FI(. 163w — 8«ction of th« Morabl^ Poateoa. 

questionable ability, we consider that a voyage of any length 
would be xevy dangerous in a vessel too heavily laden on the 
deck. Fig. 162 shows the plan of the approach to the station, 
and to the landing-quay on the shore ; Fig. 163, the movable 
pontoon or di-awbridge, forming a connection between the pier 
and the ferry-boat 

Our passage was rapid, and without any inconvenience, When 
the ferry reached the other side, a similar manoeuvre, in the 
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opposite direction to that adopted at starting, brought the car- 
riages to the pier, and they were placed on the rails which led 
to their destination. « 

At the moment that we were taking oiir places in the train 
we saw some one advancing toward us with a smile, and with 
extended hand. We recognized in him a former travelling com- 
panion, with whom we had made acquaintance as we were going 
from Rome to Viterbo, shut up in a pontifical mail-coach ¥rith 
a yellow body, and escorted by two of those magnificent cara- 
bineers, with a terrible and martial air, whase presence reas- 
sured the traveller when he thought of the consequences of 
some unfortunate encounter which might befall him ; but who, 
by their lofty plumes, sen-ed to inform the brigands, if there 
were any, of the importance and quality of those who were on 
the road 

We renewed our acquaintance while the train was preparing 
to start. Several years had passed since our last meeting. We 
had left Paris after a long evening spent together, while he re- 
lated, and we listened to, the many changes of fortune which 
liad occurred during the struggle between Denmark and Prussia 
in 1864 We now met again in the island of Funen in 1872 ; 
but we, alas ! had in our turn to i-elate the disasters of 1870. 

Our friend was a Norwegian, a native of that land which pro- 
fesses the greatest admiration of France, and the warmest S}'m- 
pathy for it 

" WTience do you come ? " we immediately inquired. " From 
the South.** " You are then on your return from Italy ? ** " O 
no! from Jutknd.** "Do you call that the South?" "Cer- 
tainly, when you live in Christiana." "Yes, of course. And 
M'here are you going ? To the North ? " " Yes ; to Copenha- 
Do you call that the Noith ? " " Certainly, when you 
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come from Paris." "Ah! well," he replied with a laugh; "it 
i^ all right when we understond each other. Well," said he, 
"instead of reaching Copenhagen this evening, you will have 
to delay for a few days. You would not care to stop at Odensee, 
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where even the cathedral has but little to interest an architect 
I will take you with me to a farm near Nyboig, which belongs 
to me. It is now occupied by a friend, a fellow-countryman, 
who has just completed and furnished it in such a manner as 
would astonish a Frenchman. You will there have a curious 
glimpse of our Scandinavian customs, and an interesting speci- 
men of those wooden structures which you Europeans, as they 
say at Christiana, are too much inclined to consider huts of 
savages built of trunks of trees.** 

There was but one reply possible, — to thank our friend and 
accept his invitatioa 

Shortly afterwards the train stopped. We were at Nyborg, 
on the shores of the Great Belt Instead of going on board the 
vessel which crosses the strait, we took our places in one of the 
large cars of the country, drawn by three horses abreast, which 
started with us at full trot along the coast road. 

This was the first time that we had seen a real Northern land- 
scape. The green-tinted sea was gently rippling on the sandy 
shore ; extensive and unvarying plains were stretched before us^ 
surrounded by woods of beech and birch. Here and there cul- 
tivated fields relieved the pale veisdure of the meadows or the 
dark trenches o^ the bogs. From time to time were to be seen 
a park, with its lawns and well-kept flower-beds, an elegant 
house half hidden behind a grove of trees ; then farms and agri- 
cultural buildings surrounded by fields of thin and short-stalked 
com ; an orchard of fruit-trees ; and herds of cattle returning 
from the pasture. We passed, on the sea-shore, a lively fishing 
village, full of small houses with roofs nearly fiat ; the bricks as 
well as the woodwork were painted with gaudy colors, the win- 
dows glittered in the sun, and on the ridge of each roof was a 
carving rudely representing the prow of a vessel Through the 
half-open doors you could see neat and clean rooms. The fish- 
ing-nets were spread on the shore to dry ; the boats were drawn 
up ; the women and children looked at us with curious eyes, and 
the men raised their woollen caps to salute us. They are robust 
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and vigoix)us, and look quiet and good-uatureA Tbcsc excellent 
people, who enjoy such a calm and orderly existence, who live 
honestly on the produce of their fishing, and pmctise all the 
virtues of domestic life, are nevertheless descended from those 
bold pirates whose temble exploits were the terror of the seas; 
who, in the ninth century, sailed up the Seine as far as Paris, 
and, in the twelfth, seized upon the Crown of England. These 
men, whose honesty and loyalty remind us of the Golden Age, 
seem to have no idea that their ancestors were such audacious 
corsairs. 

AVe have now left the coast, the road turns inland ; we trav- 
erse a forest, with solitude all around us. An old woman passes, 
bending under an enormous bundle of grass mixed with flowers, 
on which a small lean cow feeds, as she walks behind her. 

On the doorstep of a cottage are three children, eating, with a 
good api)etite, some coarse black bread. Nothing is heard among 
the large trees but the footsteps of the horses, and the harsh and 
hoarse shouts of the driver; we oui-selves are silent All is 
quiet and tmnquil ; a sweet melancholy and an indefinable feel- 
ing of sadness pervade both man and nature. The light is soft- 
ened, as if it passed through a screen of gauze ; the effects of 
liglit and shade are toned down ; there is nothing to an*est the 
eye, nothing to attract or detain it The silence is deep and pro- 
found ; no cries are to be heard, no songs, only a slight twitter- 
ing of birds hidden in the foliage, the lowing of an ox, or the 
noise of a cart whose wheels grate on their axla Tlien, all at 
once, the pixisjiect widens, our team starts off more rapidly, the 
conductor cracks his whip loudly, and, just as the sun is about 
to disapixjar beneath the horizon, we see a group of habitations 
regularly aiTanged. Tlie roofs are red, the last rays of the set- 
ting sun glitter on walls of varnished pine-wood ; a Ml rings to 
announce our amval, the carriage passes through the large gate- 
way, turns into the courtyard, and stops before a house, under 
the veranda of which our hosts are waiting to welcome us. 

We ascend a flight of steps sheltered by a small wooden 
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ix)rch ; and, conducted by the master of the house, pass through 
the veranda, which serves as a hall, and enter a room which is 
at the same time a drawing-room, a dining-room, and a recep- 
tion-room. The floor is strewn with green twigs covered with 
red, blue, and yellow flowers, which form a rich carpet of brill- 
iant colors. The sideboard, at the end of the room, is sur- 
rounded by garknds of flowers, and on the walls are festoons of 
foliage ; the eye is charmed with this decoration, for which they 
are indebted to nature alone. Everything is pervaded by a 
sweet smell of resin and wild pknts. AMien we have been in- 
troduced, we are conducted to our chamber. We occupy the 
spare room, a veiy large ajmrtment on the first floor, with a wide 
bed, pkced high above the ground. The furniture is of pine- 
wood ; there are windows on each side, some opening on a gal- 
lery over the veranda below, the others on a covei-ed balcony^ 
But we have no time to examine ever)thing ; we must go down 
quickly, for it is the dinner hour, and we are soon seated at the 

family table. 

The dinner, for we must speak of it, commenced with some 
mcd soup, a mixture composed of small pieces of meat swim- 
ming in a broth, in which were prunes, slices of orange-peel, 
piec^ of licorice, dried currants, barley, pepper, and salt For- 
tunately, to aid in the digestion of this alanning dish, they gave 
us some excellent beer, served in small glasses placed before 
each guest, and some rye-brandy, which removes from the palate 
the flavor of ever}thing which it may have previously absorbed. 
Then came sicalcs of sturgeon, rog-lrod (lye-bi-ead), slices of black 
bread spread with butter and mustard, rolled round ham and 
smoked beef, and rod-grod, a kind of pudding ; very solid food, 
but at the same time very acceptable. 

After dinner, we had, with our friend and our enteilainer, a 
long conversiition full of recollections of the past and anecdotes. 
tilUhe evening drew to a close. We retired to our apartments; 
the night was clear and fresh, and the breeze brought vague inti- 
mations of the pine-forests, the sweet perfume of flowers, and the 
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it murmur of the sea on tLe sandy shore ; while through 
alf-open \i*indows came the somewhat harsh accents of a 
,n*s voice, who in the courtyaixl, in the midst of a group of 
ien*ants, was singing an old Eunic chant 

the following day they showed us, in detail, the farm and 
pendencies. Our host was a native of Norway; peculiar 
nstances had induced him to quit his native country ; so 
me to settle in a corner of the island of Funen (Fionia) 
lis wife and children, — two pretty little fair girls with gray 
n*ho never ceased to gaze at us, seeking to divine the mean- 
' our words from our looks and gestures. This family had 
bt with them all the habits and customs of their native 
and their dwelling was, in many respects, the reproduc- 
>f old remembrances which they loved to retain and per- 
be. 

! first left the enclosure (called in Nor\vegian the gaard), 
1 contains the courts and buildings, and we looked about 
[he whole is comprised in a large rectangular space (Fig. 
covered with buildings of various heights and dimensions, 
anting in the same direction, having a narrow gable at the 

and south ends. Rich of these buildings, being allotted 
pecial purpose, is separated from the next by a considerable 

a kind of wide road around e«ich of them. The only ma- 
employed in their construction is wood, with the exception 
t tiled roofs. In front of the entrance is the first building, 
r (Fig. 166) and more ornamental than the rest; this is the 
ng-house of the farmer. On the groimd-floor is a porch, 
, as we have already mentioned, shelters the outer flight 
ps, and a lai^e veranda serving as a vestibule, on which 
c rooms open. This veranda is closed during the winter 
Lzcd sashes, and ser\'es for the reception of pereons who are 
:pected to enter the private apartments. It opens into the 
I large family Kx>m, where they usually live, and in which 
ake their meals. By the side of this are the kitchen, the 
9, and the staircase leading to the first floor; on wliich are 
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a gallery over the lower veranda, two large rooms, and one 
smaller one. On the side opposite to the veranda, and facing 
the farm buildings, is a bolcony supported on cantalivers. This 
balcony is enclosed with sash windows, and together with the 
lower gallery is a part of the house used as a pky-room for the 
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Fif. IM. — Oenenl plan of a Fkrm in the IiUnd of 



1. Master's residence. 

2. House for servants. 

8. Bams and coach-bonses. 

4. Cattle-house and stabling. 

6. "Wash-bouse and bake-house. 



6. TTorkshopi; 

7. Dairy and shedi. 

8. Fowl-house, pigitiet,water<loiet 

9. Slaughter-house. 
10. Kitchen-garden. 



children, and as a place where the family can walk when, being 
detained at home by cold and snow and by the nights of eighteen 
or twenty hours long, they cannot leave the house. This bal- 
cony ser\^es also as an observatory for the farmer, and enables 
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thftt ia to say, that each rafter forma in itself a priiidpaL The 
wbole structure, in factj is a perfect cosing of pine-wood.^ 
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The interior (Fig. 167) of this dwelliog-bouse and its furotture 
nre of the simplest kind, and show do striving after Inxury or 

1 Thi« nmiiDcr of irorVing in pinr-irood U not tha onif tyat emplovrd In Den* 
mnA nnH Sweden. Soe " Encyrlopirlic d'Arrhltretare," 1872; tna "CoiDt«- 
r^nilu de IVxpo^ition dci pays dn nord de I'Europr." Felix Xiijoux. lik 
JIoTcl, 13 Rua Donifarto. 
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rical figure. These ornaments, 'which are colored, reheve the 
surface, which otherwise would appear cold aud too uniform. 

The cornice is ornamented with a can'iag in pine-wood, the 
ground in which has been painted of a deep color, on which the 
ornamental part stands out uncolored. The ceiling is foimed of 
bare joists united by cross-beams, thus forming compartments, 
in which are fixed centre-piecea of carved varnished wood, which 
relieve the blue or red of the groundwoit 

The furniture also is made of deal The seats, we must con- 
fess, are not very comfortable ; but the beds are large, with thick 
hangings, and placed at some considerable height above the floor. 
In the dining-room were two large sideboards, surrounded by 
garlands of flowers„for which they substitute, during the winter, . 
paper wreaths of various colors. The windows are double, the 
panes of glass brilliant, with no curtain to obstruct the light; 
Uinds are not in use. Large gUded and painted earthenware 
stoves diffuse everywhere a pleasant and equal warmth, but de- 
prive those who sit near them of the sight of the bright flame 
which sparkles and crackles in the chimney-corners of our 
couutiy-housea 

The sitting-room is employed for many purposes, not only for 
the ordinary use of the family, but for festival occasions, and 
the feasts which are given after hunting and fishing excursions. 
Northern manners, which are less polished than ours, have pre- 
serv'ed certain rude traditions which have disappeared among 
ourselves; and it is not uncommon, even now, to see these 
festivals degenerate into orgies. la foi-mer days they almost 
always ended in a fight 

Buildings of this kind are more especially adapted to the 
demands of a climate which requires, above all, that a dwelling- 
house should be dry aud warm in winter; but they have this 
inconvenience, that they are an easy prey to fire. In order to 
guard, as far as possible, against this danger, each building is 
destined to a different purpose, and is seijaruted from the rest 
by a large space serving as a courtyanl and a posnage (Fig. 165). 
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A relic of ancieut Xoitheni traditious does not permit servants 
to sleep under the same roof as the master ; they have a sep- 
arate bouse, built opposite to that intended for the head of the 
fauiily. This building includes, on the ground-floor, a common 
sitting-room, a kitchen, and a room serving as an office ; on the 
"Ulil^jr story are bedrooms. 

To the right of the servants' bouse are the stables, in which 
there are, on the ground-floor, stables for the horses, anc^ stalls 
for homed cattle. The first floor, which is approached by an 
inclined plane, is reserved for goats and sheep. Opposite to 
tliis, and at the other side of the enclosure, is the bam, con- 
taining the threshing-floor, and, above this, the granary. In 
front, and at a considerable distance, for fear of fii'e, are the 
wash-house and the bakery ; and, opposite to these, workshops 
for the construction and repair of all tools, implements, and 
furniture necessary for the farm and the household. Denmark, 
an essentially agricultural country, is deficient in manufacturing 
establishments, and, therefore, every one is obliged, in certain 
cases, to constract such implements as he may require. Some 
of the peasants are skilful enough to make wooden clocks quite 
sufficient for their pui-pose. To complete this assemblage of 
buildings, of which our figure will give some idea, there rise, 
on each side of the court, sheds and other shelters, and at the 
extremity is a large kitchen-garden. 

All these buildings are covered with tiles, and the ridge of 
the roof of each is decorated with one of those carved beams 
wliich slightly resemble the prow of a ship, — the last recollec- 
tion of the existence of those maritime populations who had 
no other dwelling than the deck of the vessel in which they 
passed their lives. 

The agricultural produce consists of wheat, black com, and 
food for cattle, — a crop which is often com])romised by sudden 
heat or late frosts. Field-work is completed in a shorter space 
of time than in more southemly countries. Sowing and reap- 
ing must be be^un and finished within a few months.. The 
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more rapid cultivation in this climate is productive of less 
favorable results. Spring and autumn have scarcely any exist- 
ence, and the heats of summer succeed almost immediately to 
the long and cold nights of winter. The return of the sun, the 
time when it comes again to render the earth fmitful, are days 
of joy, welcomed and celebrated in the country by festivals and 
public rejoicings, in which all, young and old, rich and poor, 
take part 

On May 1, when the cold north- wind has ceased to blow, 
when the snow melts under the first rays of the sun, and when 
the thick mists, which have enveloped the earth for long months, 
have at last disappeared, the peasants dress themselves in their 
best attire ; the boys tie ribbons of bright color round their hats ; 
the girls adorn the body of their light gowns with spring flow- 
ers ; and then in long files, preceded by bands of music, they 
go, on foot or in carts, towards the place chosen by each group 
of villages for the celebration of the return of tlu spring. The 
day is passed in amusements of every kind, especially dances, 
and is ended by an immense feast, to which every one con- 
tributes his share, and which is prepared by those whom more 
advanced age detains from more active enjoyments. Then, be- 
fore they leave, all who are present choose among themselves 
a king and queen, whom they crown with flowers, and who, 
during the whole year, bear the title of king and queen of the 
spring, and enjoy certain privileges, of which the final result is 
very frequently a happy union. 

But the time of this festival has long gone by ; we are on the 
eve, not of spring, but of winter. We are only in the month 
of September, and yet already the nights are cold, a slight hoar- 
frost covers the fields and the sea every morning, so we must 
hasten on, and not linger on our journey. We therefore return 
by the way that we came, and, provided with warm letters of 
recommendation to friends at Copenhagen, we embark on the 
" Great Belt," to resume the journey so pleasantly intenrupted ; 
our friend accompanied us, and, as we went along, we spoke 
of Denmark and her population. 
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The "Gieat Belt** was not favorable to us; the passage* 
always difficult on account of the shallows, becomes very un- 
pleasant when the wind blows directly through this narrow 
channel, so that we hailed with delight the green coast-line 
of the meadows in the island of Zealand. 

As we approacli the shore, we are struck everywhere with the 
adventurous life of the mariner, which develops the strength of 
these brave Northern races. On the sea were to be seen numer> 
ous barks struggling against the waves; not laige vessels, for 
their greater draught of water obliges them to pass through the 
Sound; but a number of small coasting-vessels coming from 
the Cattegat, and thus establishing a communication between 
the ports of the Baltic. There are many villages on the shore* 
near to each other; we could distinguish the fishermen's cot* 
tages, and their nets drying on the strand, the boats drawn up 
and placed under shelter from the storms of the night; and* 
beyond, rich enclosures of fruit-trees, parks, and country-houses* 
the summer villas of the nobility or the rich merchants of the 
to^vn. 

When once seated in the railway-carriage, we proceed rap- 
idly ; the country has always the same melancholy and miser- 
able appearance. There is nothing bright or luxuriant in the 
landscape ; the land is flat, the vegetation fresh and humid, the 
liorizon shut in by forests of oak and beech trees ; everything 
around looks cold and stern, and inspires sadness rather than ennuL 

We soon perceive, on the left, the deep indentation of a fjord, 
at the exti-emity of which is Roeskilde, formerly a royal resi- 
dence, and the episcopal town of Denmark, until the intro- 
duction of the Lutheran religion Roeskilde, which contained 
twenty-six churches with their cloisters, the palace of the kings, 
and that of the princes, which was surrounded with the splendor 
and magnificence of a court that swayed the sceptre of the three 
Scandinavian states, retains nothing of all this glorj* except the 
cathctlral of Canute the Great, the silent resting-place of the 
kings of Denmark. 
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. This catheilnJ, the most beautiful Btructure of the kind in 
XJeiiiimrk, was fomwled in the middle of the twelfth century; 
iu jilau is long aad nanx)w (Fig. 163J. Its aide aisles are sep- 
oiatcd from the nave by a number of arehes of une-jual width ; 




nc. IBS.— Onnuid-plan of tb« CaUiednd at It«nUU& 



"*lie building is terminated hy a cii-ciilar apse; and, by an ar- 
>.iiigemont very frequently adopted, the thrust of tlie vault of 
the nave is counteracted by arches placed under the roofs of 
the side aisles. Like all the edifices of this jieriod, raised id. 
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the extreme North the cathedral of Boeskilde is disfigured hf 
additions of greater or less miportance \(hich ha\e altered 
its original form and modified not only its details, but its 
proportions. The large, wide and lofty chancel and the tran- 
sept aii4 its aisles with galleries which lessen the apparent 
height gi%e some idea of what this buildiug must ha\e been 
at the tune of its spleudor alas ' how long ago and to crovn 
all the whole of the inteinal decoratious ha\e been lately cot- 
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ered with glaring paintings representing flowers, branches of 
trees, and verdure, which have completely destroyed the grand 
and noble effect of the building. 

Tlie facades (Fig. 169), built of granite wrought with great 
care, are rather primitive in style, the effect of which is not 
without its charm, and reminds us of out churches in Auvergne 
and Limousin, erected at the same period, and with materials 
of a similar kind. 

The tombs of the kings are numerous. They have been com- 
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pared, with some amouut of exaggeration, to those of St Denis. 
One of them, however, attracts attention ; it is that of Christian 
JV., surmounted by a statue by Thorwaldsen. 

The surrounding country is jiUed with tombs, funeral monu- 
ments, and Bunic stones, and abounds with souvenirs of mytho- 
logical histor}', poetry, and the paganism of the Xorth, of which 
this country was the birthplace. Altars, on which human sac- 
rifices were offered, are to be seen at Lethraborg. The l^nd 
of Hrolf and his twelve giants is connected with Leira. At 
Hleidra was the sacred wood of the goddess Hertha, with the 
lake, into the waves of which she plunged the incautious men 
who had surprised and gazed upon her while in her bath. It 
was over tliis land that she drove in her chariot drawn by cows ; 
and under the shadow of these beech-trees were offered those 
horrible sacrifices of human beings, tied to each other before 
they were put to death. But if the monuments which recall 
these recollections possess an archaeological interest, they have 
none in an artistic ;(>oint of view ; and we must also own, in all 
humility, that the most beautiful Ilunic inscriptions are but a 
dead letter to us. 

Xeverthcless, as it is not possible to be in Denmark without 
speaking of Odin and the Runes, we must say a few words 
alx)ut them. Odin is said to have been the inventor of these 
liunes. As they were cut and engraven in stones, it is asserted 
that their name was derived from a Gothic word having the 
same meaning, or from another word Bona, which signifies 
secret^ — an explanation derived from their mysterious charac- 
ter ; but as the Germans pretend to have discovered everything, 
and to 1x5 in themselves the origin of all things, they will have 
it that the word Rune comes from one in their own lan<ma<i:e, 
Jtrtioioi, which signifies a munnur, — a rather German allusion 
to the imrt assigned to the Runes, which, thanks to the expla- 
Uiitions of the learned, munnur almost whatever they wish. 

Tlie Runic al])halxit is composed of sixteen characters, sup- 
posed to be of rha»nician origin, e;ich of which has a name and 
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signification peculiar to itself. These characters are grouped, 
intermixed, and interlaced ; they are read either from left to 
ri{jht, or from right to left, and thus give rise to transitions 
which vary among every nation, and according to the taste of 
every individual 

These Runes were not only graphic signs, but they had a 
mysterious power, and a charm to which the initiated had re- 
course under certain circumstances. They attributed to them 
the power of inspiring love, raising the dead, curing diseases, 
lulling tempests, extinguishing fires, eta 

Runic chants are full of a strange and mysterious poetry, 
which strikes the imagination and carries it away to the realm 
of dreams and improbability. It is difficult to forget tliese 
accents when they have been heard, even for once, so profound 
is the impression made by these mystical words, whose meaning 
is unknown, when they are chanted to a rhythmical air filled 
with strange power and harmony. 
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THE terminus is a ^vooden building, covered with a roof on 
the pLin of Pliilibert Delorme, and which cannot be com- 
pared with the magnificent halls of the French railways, built 
of iron, and covered with glass ; but, as some comj>ensation, the 
police and the cuatom-house soon set us at liberty, and we found ' 
ourselves outside, in a lat^ge avenue planted with trees, facing 
an extensive park, and the Xorrbro (the Korthem bridge), past- 
ing over whiclt we entered the city. 

The sunshine was delightful, the air pleasantly warm, the sliy 
clear; and throughout the day we walked on and on, gazing on 
the right hand and the left, on persons and things, being intent 
on seeing as much and as thoroughly as possible^ 

AMien we had passed through the environs of the city, we' 
valked doWn one street, traversed the square, entered a second 
street, and found ourselves in front of an enormous building. 
It was the Christianboig (the palace of Christian, the royal 
palace), which resembles a fortress or a state-prison. Close by 
there was a canal thronged with boats laden with vegetables, 
fruits, and fish ; and then came a labyrinth of small streets, and 
a large open space, the Kongens Xj"torv, an irregular square, 
bonlered, in some parts, by lofty naiTOw buildings, with fantastic 
gables (Fig. 170). At the extremity was a pahicc; at the side, 
the Opera- House ; at the other end, a canal ; and in the middle; 
a st.-)tue, bidden in a clump of rnse-huslies. At the comer of 
one street we read : " Restaumnt dcs Dames fran^aises." There 
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was a great crowd of persons in this square ; carriages, hot«ei, 
omnibuses, crossed in eveiy direction; a detachment of soldien 
were passing with their drums beating ; the men look strong, but 
their step is rather heavy ; their equipment and uniform resem- 
ble ours, and tbey &re armed with rifles. We ht^n to eketdi ; 




a crowd gathers round, an officer comes to us from the neigh* 
boring guard-house. AVe do not understand what he says, hot 
still, full of deference for discipline, and thinking that he came 
to forbid us to continue our sketch, we close our book and rise 
to go ou our way ; but it seems that this was not what he wanted. 
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He had thought that we were German. He asked what we had 
been doing: we showed him our sketeh-book, in which were 
some remarks in French, and our address in Paris. The officer 
reads: Paris, French: the bystanders repeat, French, Paris (it 
sounds in Danish something like Frau^-, Farisk), The expres- 
sion on the features of those around us at once entirely changes, 
and they look on us with kindness and sympathy, two soldiers 
are sent from the guard-house to clear a space around us, ajid 
we are allowed to finish our drawing. We know not how to 
express our thanks ; but, without being able to understand each 
other, we exchange the most friendly words and cordial com- 
pliments. 

In the Ostergade O^est Street) there are many shops, in lofty 
houses of several stories, built of stone or brick. Some, of an 
unusual shape, have an original and grotesque appearance, but 
the greater part are uninteresting, and of an ordinaij^ kind. The 
footpaths are paved with red Xonvegian granite, wliicb, when \ 
x^cently washed, is of an agi-eeable color, and the particles of 
mica glisten in the sun. By the side of the path is a wide and 
deep gutter, covered with strong deal boards, serving toth to 
limit the roadway and to act as a drain. People pass quietly, 
nnd without haste ; they do not press on each other, and keep 
scrupulously to the right hand. We reach the Gothergade, the ' 
T.egent Street or thq "Eue de la Paix" of Copenhagen, where 
^here are beautiful, taige, lofty, well-built houses, with shops 
^ver each other ; that is to say, on the basement and ground- 
floor. Those below the level of the ground, to which the ap- 
liroach is by steps made in the area which separates the houses 
from the street, are used as taverns, beer-shops, restaurants, and 
shops for eatables. When we set our foot on the threshold, the 
step pves way, the visitor feels as if he were losing his equilib- 
Tium. and a bell tingles at the farther end of the shop ; this is a 
signal to annojmce the arrival of a customer. In the shops on 
the ground-floor, which might, indeed, be as well called the first 
stor}-, are sold articles manufactured in Paris, London, or Vienna, 



COPENHAOEN. 



349 



such as gold ornaments, jewelry, and stationery. There are 
also shops of a more modest, but no less useful kind, such as 
those of tailora, shoemakers, and dealers in cigars. The goods 
are not displayed, as the sill of the window is nearly on a level 
with the heads of passers-by. There are no splendid shop-fronts ; 
large panes of glass merely protect the wares, not from ill-in- 
tentioned persons and robbers, for these are unknown in Copen- 
hagen, but against wind and rain. Tradesmen, who are more 
distrustful, leave the gas alight during the night, so that it is 
impossible that any robbery should be committed without being 
seen from the public street 

We see many persons at the gate of a laige garden, the Rosen- 
borg-have. We enter ; bands of music are playing in the open 
air, and people are walking about There are many young and 
pretty women, with bright complexions, blue or gray eyes, and 
fair hair ; they wear white or light dresses, with a bright-colored 
band round the waist Their figure is slender, their hair falls in 
long curls over their shoulders, and is only confined at the back 
of the neck by a ribbon of the same color as the waistband. A 
kind of small head-dress with feathers is placed jauntily on the 
top of the head ; the neck is left bare, and under the transparent 
material of the body of the dress there is a glimpse of the rich 
carnation of the shoulders. The hands, tightly gloved, carry an 
immense parasol, and, as they pass by, they occasionally draw 
round them, with a graceful and coquettish air, a long scarf, 
when the keen breeze from the North raises the ringlets of their 
hair, or gives them a momentary shiver. The fine season is, in 
fact, so short that people must enjoy themselves as much as 
possible while it lasts, and display their bright summer dresses 
whenever there is the least iuter\'al of sunshine. These women 
are gay and merry ; they are always ready to smile, in order to 
show their beautiful teeth ; they exchange greetings, and shake 
hands energetically with the friends whom they meet ; which is 
-often the case, as every one here seems to know everybody else, 
and they look more like the promenaders of a provincial town, 
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^haii the inhabitants of a cajiital city. The men exaggerate the 
J^arisian fashions, want what we call distinction, and have rather 
^x heavy and clumsy gait « 

Passing through Dronningenstvergade, we arrive at a complete 
** faubourg St Germain," with wide quiet streets, lined with 
j^alaces and rich mansions separated from the public road by 
courts and wrought-iron gates. There are but few persons pass- 
ing by. The nobility are at their countrj'-seats, and their town 
^residences are deserted. This quarter has a grand appearance, 
Ijxxt these solidly built mansions have not the architectural char- 
acter that you might expect Tliey remind us of our rococo, of 
the period of Louis XV. You must look at them in their en- 
tirety, and not notice the details At the farther end of this 
<iuarter is an octagonal space, with four broad and four narrow 
.sides. At the four smaller sides are four similar palaces, with 
wrings extending along the larger sides and down the streets 
which open in the middle of the shorter ends (Fig. 172). Two 
of these palaces are united by arches crossing one of these streets^, 
and forming the royal residence. The square, if it may be so 
called, resembles the grand courtyard of a palace. In the middle 
is an equestrian statue ; the whole has a cold aspect, but never- 
theless looks rather grand. 

Some masons were at work in a side street ; they were build- 
ing a brick wall, and placed their bricks methodically, but slowly, 
paying especial attention to the regularity of the joints, adjust- 
ing their bricks before they^laid them, fitting them gently, and 
employing a thousand precautions lest they should break them ; 
steeping them in water, and covering their hands with tar to 
protect them against the rugged surface of the materials they 
employed. Their task was well finished, but they did not work 
quickly, and a great number of men must be employed to build 
a house during the short space afforded by the fine season. Some 
other men were constructing a front wall built of Large ashlar 
stones, which were all of equal size, and consisted of granite witlj 
the surface rendered slightly smooth. The joints, which were 
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very projecting, were of cement, and gauged to the same width. 
The work had the appearance of being carefully finished ; the 
gray stone is surrounded by joints, which, in process of Ume, 
become black, and give the houses a rather gloomy look. The 
wages of the laborers must be low, or else this kind of work 
would be very costly. They were employed, a little farther on, 
in forming an arch with blocks of stone ; the voussoirs, prepared 
beforehand, were too long in proportion to their breadth ; they 
were laid without sufficient precaution, and their form was not 
adapted to the purpose for which they were intended, so that the 
joints had not a regular width ; they were too close together at 
the base, and too far apart at the top ; the skill of the workman 
was at fault t 

We have not met a single beggar ; and we begin to believe in 
the reputation possessed by Copenhagen of being the best-bnilt 
city in Europe. We have not yet seen, and do not expect to 
see, any of those dilapidated dwellings, those unwholesome 
hovels, of which too many sad examples are to be found in the 
largest cities. Even in the suburbs there is no vestige of those 
wretched habitations in which the dregs of the population of a 
large town pass their miserable and abject lives. 

There is a view of the sea from the Amaliengade. Here is to 
be seen the harbor with its ships, large and fine steamers which 
are bound to stations in the extreme North ; thetfe is great activ- 
ity, but little noise. The language spoken is harsh, rapid, abrupt 
The Bussian sailors, tall, strong, and with broad nostrils, are 
distinguishable by their rough appearance and their violent ges- 
tures. A tavern established in the undeiground story of a house 
is the favorite resort of laborers and sailoi-s. We look in at the 
open door, and see regularly arranged upon the counter large 
glasses full of milk, and, near each, smaller glasses filled with 
Kirsch; the Danes drink, emptying each glass one after the 
other, pay their money, and go away without noise and tumult 
On the other side, gin and Kummd are served out to the Rus- 
sians ; they are noisy, boisterous, and rough ; many of them are 
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scarcely able to stand. This sobriety on the one hand^ and ex- 
cess on the other, form a contrast all the more striking, as it is 
circumscribed by so narrow a space. 

We now reach the sea-shore, and find there a long promenade^ 
the Lange-line, which is sometimes compared to the Chiaia at 
Naples. There, however, Ave perceive in the midst of the beau- 
tiful bay, islands bathed in the blue waves of the Mediterranean^ 
the smiling scener}' of Pausilippo, groves of orange-trees and ole- 
anders, the heights of Vesuvius, and the whole country flooded 
with that brilliant light which makes so many and such various 
objects unite and blend so exquisitely. At Copenhagen we see 
the many ships traversing the Sound, sharply defined against the 
green sea waters, and the coast-line of Sweden lighted up by the 
pale Northern sunshine. The Chiaia and the Lange-line are 
therefore by no means alike, but still esich has its peculiar merit 
and beauty. Thus, during the winter at Copenhagen, when the 
stmit is covered with a thick coating of ice, and when the snow 
conceals with its winding-sheet both the land and the sea, this 
immense white plain, which extends as far as the pole, and is 
wrapped in a dense mist, must unquestionably present a specta- 
cle the grandeur and severe majesty of which may well vie with 
the splendor of the lands of the South, where, as at Naples, 
Nature has shown hei*self most prodigal of her gifts and 
favors. 

At this end of the city stonds the citadel, a castle more gloomy 
than dangerous, more terrible than useful, constructed on Vau- 
ban's system, jirotected by two outworks, which modern artillery 
would soon demolish ; then close at hand is a quarter formed of 
long streets lined with small low houses, all similar in form and 
dimensions, and completely uniform in all respects ; this is in- 
habited by sailors and other persons connected with maritime 
occupations. 

We cross the harbor in a boat, and land on the island of 
Amok, where are large dockyards for ship-building, and in a 
side street there are modest-looking shops, in which Jews seU, 
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at a moderate price, lacquered ware, curiosities, and porcelain 
from China and Japan. At the end' of this street we notice the 
grotesque tower of the Church of the Trinity ; and, returning by 
the same way, .we see the spire of the Exchange, the form of 
which can neither be understood nor described. At last, by the 
Lan<^bro, we come again to the Wester-allde and the new 
quarters of Frederiksboig, lined with cheerful hotels, small 
houses, and places of public resort, which minister to the pleas- 
ures of the lower classes during the summer fSte days. 

This was the result of our first walk in Copenhagen. We 
must now examine in detail that which we have only observed 
in the mass in this rapid sur\'ey. 



DENMARK. 



COPENHAGEN. 



IL 



KONGENS-NTTORT. - AMALIENBORG. - RONDE-KIRt - PRUE-KIRt - CHRKTUH- 
BORO. — ROSENBORG. — EXCHANGE. — CRYSTAL PALACE. — HOSPITAL^HOOLS. 
— FREDERIKSBORO. — THE OLD AND NEW P0RT1PICATI0N8. 

THE Kongens-Xyton% the Place Royale, or new market, 
sen-es as a connecting link between the commercial 
quaiter and that inhabited by the nobility. It is very large, 
and of an irregular form. The palaces, which extend along one 
side of it, are not devoid of architectural interest Their desti- 
nation is various, but their character remains the same ; and one 
cannot understand at first why, for instance, the Carlottenboig 
is not used as a militaiy school, — the military school for a 
museum of the fine arts, and vice tend. 

Two old houses of the seventeenth century still remain stand- 
ing on one of the sides of the square (Fig. 170). They belong 
to that period called the Gennan Eenaissance by the Germans, 
who, in their inordinate vanity, wish to persuade themselves 
that they have originated a school of architecture, because they 
have exaggerated the forms and disfigured the proportions of 
foreign works. 

These houses, built of stone and brick, are of considerable 
height ; the small space occupied by the town, enclosed as it is 
within the fortifications, did not allow tlie buildings to be ex- 
tended, and they were therefore obliged to raise them to a 
greater height Each story is marked out by a moulding, which 
serves as a support to the windows of the floor above ; all the 
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lintels are protected by arches; the gables are pointed, witli 
retreating portions ornamented with grotesque pinnacles; the 
water-courses and the iron clamps in the walls still remain. 

In the centre of the square there is a statue erected in honor 
of Christian V., which has been judiciously concealed behind a 
clump of trees. It is intended to be equestrian, but it is diffi- 
cult to ascertain positively on what animal the hero is mounted ; 
he treads under foot a woman, the symbol of envy. Around the 
pedestal seveml personages are arranged, who seem much aston- 
ished at being together, and look as if they were asking each 
other the reason of their meeting; these are Alexander, Hercu- 
les, Artemisia, and Minerva. All these grotesque and ridiculous 
figures are cast in lead. 

The Amalienborg (Fig. 171) is a series of palaces surrounding 
a beautiful square. Taken separately, these palaces, which have 
a gloomy and cold appearance, seem mean ; but, seen together, 
their mass is imposing, and we must only look at them in their 
entirety, for their details and arrangement show no originality, 
novelty, or evidence of careful study. 

The middle of the square, or rather of the palace-yard (Fig. 
172), is occupied by a leaden equestrian figure, like that oi 
Christian V., and representing a Frederick or a Christian, but 
which of the kings known by those names, we will not venture 
to say for fear of mistake ; but, at all events, this liberal and 
witty monarch certainly deserved something better, if only on 
account of the interesting anecdote of which he is the subject 

One of tlie privileges of the nobility, at that tinie, permitted 
any noble to get rid of a villain who had ofTended him, on con- 
dition of placing a crown piece on his dead body. This privi- 
lege appeared to the monarch to be excessive, and he suppressed 
it There was great discontent and complaint at court; the no- 
bility combined, made protests, which were not well received, 
grew angry, and retired to their couiitr)' estates, — in short, acted 
with such vigor that the tyrant was obliged to yield and cancel 
his decree. He did it, however, most jrrapi'^""'- 
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The churches of Copenhagen are not veiy interesting. The 
most lebuixkabte have been destroyed in the great catastrophes 
that have befallen the city. The Bunde-Kirk, built in the seven- 
teeath ' century by Steenwenkel, a pupil of Tycho Biahe, who 
was not only a great astronomer, but a skilful engineer, ia the 
oldest that is still remaining. It was built in the style which 
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is called, in France, Jesuit architecture; and there is nothing 
wurthy of notice in it except the pjTamidol spire on the top of 
tlie tower (Fig. 173). 

The bnse of this spire stamps on a low circular vault, sup- 
ported by the tower, — an enormous base, lofty, with thick walls, 
and great force of resistance. An open spiral path, leading to 
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the yeiy top of the huilding, is hollowed out of tlie mass of the 
tapering spire, thus allowing one to ascend, on the outside, to 
the highest point, from which there is a magnificent view. Or- 
dinaiy people go up simply on foot, keeping close to the wall or 
clinging to the hand-rails ; and notwithstanding these precau- 
tions, there is some danger for persons whose heads are not very 
steady; but some sovereigus, as Christian IV. and Peter the 
Great, are said to have made the ascent in a carriage-and-four, 
— an extravagant feat, which inspired an early writer with great 
respect for the coachman and the horses. 

It is evident that it is a great mistalte to compare the spiral 
of the Buude-Kirk atCopenhcgea with the inclined plane of the 
Campanile of Venice, The former is a very picturesque exter- 
nal pathway of a very unusual foi-m, uliich could not be modi- 
fied without being entirely destroyed ; the latter, on the con- 
trary, being concealed iu the iuterior of the building, gives no 
idea, from without, of its form aud armngement, which might be 
quite different from what they are, M'ithout materially a]t«ring 
the form or the plan of the structur& 

The second of the Copenhagen chuichcs, worthy of a visit, ia 
the Frue-Kirk, the Church of the Virgin. The original edifice 
was destroyed in 1807 by the English bombardment; that which 
exists at Uie present time dates from 1829, and is the work of 
Hansea It is not the architectural merit of this Greco-Boman 
building which attracts the notice of the visitor, but the sculp- 
tures of Thorwaldsen -nith which it is adorned. The most 
remarkable are those in the tympanum over the principal 
entrance, and in the pediment of the faijada They represent 
our Saviour's entrance into Jerusalum, and St John pi'eaching 
in the wilderness; we see also, in the interior, tlie statues of the 
twelve Apostles, and under the alt.ir, placed in a niche, the well- 
known colossal head of Christ jVs we shall have occasion, 
M-hen describing our \isit to the TlionvalJsen Museum, to study 
the works and the genius of the great Danish aiiist, we merely 
mention here the sculptures in the Church of the Virgin, to 
which we shall subsequently refer. 
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The Christiauboig is not, properly speaking, a palace, but 
rather the union of sevei-al palaces of various forms, and oi 
different importance and destination, erected at various period^ 
partly destroyed, by fire and war, and rebuilt without any idea 
of uniformity, or any settled and definite plan. 

It is possible, by simply comparing a few dates, to judge of 
the transformations undergone by this palace. Bishop Absalom 
built in 1168, on the site now occupied by the Christianboig, 
a fortress which, afler it had become a royal residence, fell more 
than once into the hands of the enemy, and was, at last, utterly 
destroyed. Frederick IV. in 1726 constructed on these ruins 
a castle, six stories high, which could not have been a very 
pleasant dwelling-place, and did not last long, for Christian VL 
caused it to be pulled down in 1740, and replaced by a new 
castle, one of the finest in Europe, if we may believe the chroni- 
clers; but this, unfortunately, was destroyed by fire in 1794. 
At last, in 1828, the edifice which we see standing at the 
present time was finished. It is more remarkable for its great 
dimensions than for its form or appearance, for it has the great- 
est faults that can iucontestably be found with a work of art; 
it is common and vulgar. 

The palace-yard looks gloomy ; gmss grows between the stones 
of the pavement ; the base of the walls is green with damp. At 
the back is a kind of courtyard, which is a thoroughfare for the 
public, like ours at the Lou^Te ; it is surrounded by porticos, 
and terminated by two wings covered with a terrace walk, from 
which there is a beautiful view of tlie country and the sea. 
Before the principal gate there is a porch, surmounted by a 
pediment, in which Thorwaldsen sculptured Jupiter in the midst 
of Olympus ; on one of the sides of the gate may also be seen 
his Hercules. 

This e<lifice is used for various purposes; it contains state 
apartments rarely inhabited, nnd drawing-rooms for grand court 
receptions. One of these rooms, the hall of the knights, con- 
tiiins, in the entablature of a gallery which surrounds it, Thor^ 
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waldsen's famous frieze, — the expeditions of Alexander. The 
rest of ^the palace contains a riding-school, stables, a theatre, a 
chapel, the ministerial offices, the treasuiy, the high court of 
justice, and the hall of the Beichstag. 

One of the most agreeable places of residence in Copenhagen 
is the Bosenborg, a chateau constructed in the midst of the 
Bosenborg-have park, having in front of it a large space used 
for reviews and military exercises. The approach to it is by 
a street, the Danish name of which, the Kronprindsessgade (the 
street of the Princess Boyal), desei*ves mention, since it shows 
how easy this beautiful Danish language is to be imderstood. 



r T 




> 






L J '^ L J 



-r* 






Fif. 174. — Oroond-plan of the BoMaborfi 

and how conveniently it can be used by foreigners. The Bosen- 
borg was built in 1604 by Christian IV., whose statue stands 
in the courtyard behind the principal facjade. This building is 
of small dimensions for a royal chateau (Fig. 174) ; the staircase 
is placed in a separate tower projecting beyond the rest of the 
building. With the exception of a few large rooms, the whole 
is used for the preser%-ation of the archives of the kingdom, and 
contains documents precious, in an historical point of view, con- 
cerning the monarchy and the charters of Denmark. 

The architecture of the edifice takes a certain character from 
the nature of the materials employed, red bricks embrowned by 
time, and long regular courses of freestone, forming cornices, 
plain mouldings, and the parts around the bays. From the side 
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wjJls project bay-windows, winch, if other proofs were wanting 
attest the Aoglo-Saxoa origin of this huilding. Quaiut gables, 
tortured like those of the Netherlands, deprive the facades of 
the appcaracce of unity, which is Doticeable in the lower parts. 
The whole, shown in Fig. 173, is not an architectural creatioD; 
it is an agglomeratioQ of incongruous elements, good and bad, 
united without any reason, and appearing dissatisfied at find- 
ing themselves connected with each other. However, as to its 
resources and its plcisantness as a habitation [which is, in fact, 
the main object to be attained in any dwelling, whether a palace 
or a cottage), this chSteau is, of all those to be found in Copen- 
hagen, that which, both by its situation and its general arrange- 
ment, must be the most ^recable and the most convenient Its 
appearance, doubtless, has not been considered sufficiently im- 
posing, for the Christianboi^', a kind of fortress, has been pre- 
ferred to it, or the Amalieuborg, which is narrow and confined, 
but has facades adorned with pilasters and column. 

The Exchange (Fig. 176) is a long and grotesque building, 
which occupies almost the whole of one side of the Slotsholms- 
gade. The entrance door is in one of the gables ; it is approached 
by a tatlier steep inclined plane, which, seen from below, adds 
to the grandeur of the front This gable, which is very pre- 
tentious in its form, has at the top a large niche, which is still 
vacant, waiting for a hero. Behind this is the Exchange, prop- 
erly so called, which is installed on the first floor, with reference 
to the level of the quay, on which opens a ground-floor occupied 
by depots and shops of all kinds. The fai^ades, extending along 
the quay, contain wide mullioued windows; dormer windows, 
arranged along the roof at certain distances, and surmounted by 
stiff and grotesque gables, break the monotony of the longer 
lines, and produce a varied outline, which, seen from a distance, 
has a good effect But the most impoitant feature of the build- 
ing, that which has more especially rendered it noticeable, is 
the spire above the central tower. Tliis spire is of timber, 
covered with lead, to which has been given the furnt of four 
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moDstera, whose nature it is difficult to detennioe. Their beads 
rest on the four cornen of the tower, and their tails are curled 
upworda round the spire, and termiiiate in a sharp point It 
is impossible to ejcploia this strange conception, and to under- 
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stand its meaning. Even its origin is unceiiaiu, for it is said 
not to be of Banish workmanship, ond Cliristian IV. is reported 
to have brought it from Kolmar, as a trophy of bi.s victory over 
Sweden. 

This is not a remarkable building, aitistically considered, but 
its unusual character excites curiosity. 
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The interior of the Exchange is not in keeping with the outer 
pitt. It seems almost a deception to find there only one or two 
cidinaty roonia kept very clean, wainscoted with deal painted 
so as to resemble oak, with a deceptive ceiling divided into 
«Uam compartmeuts, and false projecting joists which support 
a false floor. 

The exhibition building was erected iu 1871 to receive the 
Tniversal Exhibition of the Northern European states; this ia 
the most important modern building in Copenhagea It stands 
outside of the town, near the Norrbro, at the extremity of a vast 
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Jiark, varied by occasional slight elevations, and pieces of water, 
both salt and fresh, — real lakes, which allow certain special 
exhibitions of objects to be made under conditions pecidiarly 
appropriate. 

The palace forms a rcctansle whose longer sides are 492 feet, 
and the shorter ones 205 (Fig. 177); this rectangle is divided 
into four conipaitnients, siuTOunding a central court covered 
with plass. 

A cr>-stnl palace like those at Paris, London, and Vienna, was 
impossible ut Copenliageu ; the snow, which would have accu- 
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mulated on the large roofs, would have been productive of rapid 
iiijuiy) and, on the other band, the Industri-borg uras to be 
presened, and aFtei-wards utOized for several purposes. It waa 
therefore necessary to render it habitable at every season of the 
year, and capable of being warmed, either entirely or in parts, 
The Danish architect has surrounded his central court with 
buildings having thick walls, the comparatively narrow aper- 
tures in which, either towards the public road or the internal 
courts, can easily be closed by glass windows. He afterwards 
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covered the interior, not with a single roof, which, extending 
over the lateral buildings, would be exposed to the terrible 
blasts of the north-wind, but by iive successive roofs (Fig 178), 
resting on supports rising from the foundations ; these are placed 
sufficiently near each other, and atroug enough to sustain the 
weight of snow that might accumulate in the inte^^■ening spaces. 
This division into five parts also has the advantage of throwing 
any occasional addition of weight on a much larger surface than 
could have been done if the roof had been single. 

The facades are rather monotonous (Fig. 179); they miglit 
perhaps have laid the bricks in a more ornamental manner, and 
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it would have bccu possiMc to avoid the mouotouy of all those 
■windows of equal size, and tliosc similar pilostere. Even Uie 
entmnce-iloor i& not of suflicieut iiiipoitauce, and does not look 
£iund and Dol)1e, in epite of its dimensions ; but the whole build- 
ing is judiciously cousti-ueted. We have already explained the 
j>Ian of the lai^ge hall covered with glass ; the same idea is car- 
xied^oat in the facades. Thus, the pilasters Mhich ornament 











Fig. im — Cfonend Vlaw of tk* IndisW-lMilt 

them, far from being a mere decoration, form, on the contraiy, 
firm and stable supports to the wiills, while the inten-ening 
Bjtace is filled in with slighter work. 

Tlie inaterinls to be found in tlie countiy have alone been 
employed. The floors, the steps of the stairs, and the parti- 
tions are of deal ; iron is used in some parts of the roof; bricks 
amstitute the whole of the masonry work of the wnlls, and 
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even of the isolated points of support of the grand nave, which 
have file form of columns of 1 It 8 in. or 2 fL 3 in. in diameter. 

The primoiy schools are lofty aud verj' large, and tlie chil- 
dren are not so crowded as in ours ; hut these buildings, both 
iu their external and internal arrangements, are not to be pre- 
ferred to those in France. There is one exception as to school 
furniture, not with I'espect to its fonu, but to the manner of 
its construction. 

The Danish schoolmasters were struck with the evils result- 
ing to the health of the child from its being badly seated, and 
having the reading-book or copy-book too near or too far from 
the eyes, during the school hours ; and with the inconvenience 
of placing great and little children on tlie same form; and 
tlierefore they prefer that each child should have a scat propor- 
tioned to its height, and made, iu some respects, to its meas- 
ure. The class-rooms are thei-efore filled \vith rows of small 
pieces of furniture,' comprising a chair furnished with arms and 
a back, to. support the body during the hours of study ; before 
this is placed a small desk, with a top which opens to bold 
books and paper. Each child is seated at the place assigned 
to it according to age and height; and the seats are brought 
nearer to each other according as the class is great or small, 
thus never leaving an empty or unoccupied space. 

This arrangement requires much room, and would be veiy 
costly in any country where the furniture would be required 
to be less roughly made than in Denmark, and in Sweden, 
where it is also common. A precisely similar plan would not 
seem practicable in France, but the idea might be adopted, and 
we might find it advantageous to remedy somewhat our school 
furniture, which is so Inconvenient 

The latge Communal Hospital (Fig. 180) is built almost in 
the couDtiy — where all hospitals ought to he located — l)etwecn 
the outer wall and a large canal which surrounds the city on 

■ See " Construct ion ct instnlUtion dri tcolci prim-iiTe^" jMr Fiilix yaijonx. 
1 ToL Sto. Jlonl * Ca, 13 Bue Bonaparte. 
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this side. The Avards are of great size, and occupied by a re- 
stricted nuinlxjr of jmtients ; they open on a gallery connected 
\viih the various domestic offices. The rooms appropriated to 
the officers of the establishment extend along enclosed courts, 
while the sick-wards have open courts around them. This 
establisliment is therefore well aiTanged as far as salubrity is 
concerned, but the internal apix)intments are not so comfortable 
as are i-equired in hospitals of this character. 
We have still to pay a visit to another palace, that of Fred- 




Fig. 180. — Oronnd-pUn of Comxnniul HofpiUL 



1. Director's apartments. 

2. Sick-wanU. 

3. Itooms for separate patients. 

4. Domestic offices. 



5. Wards for contagions maladies. 

6. Lying-in ward. 

7. Surgery and Amphitheatre. 

8. ChapeL 



erikslx)rg, at the gates of the city. AVe enter, at the Eongens 
Xytorv, one of those large omnibuses wliich are just beginning 
to be used in Paris, and in which forty persons can sit with 
ease, and can enter or leave tlie vehicle without pressing or in- 
t(frfering with each other. Tlie omnibus is full ; a woman pre- 
.«ents herself, and immediately a man rises, gives up his place, 
and sUiuds upon the platform. Each passenger, when he pays 
the conductor, takes as a receipt a little square piece of paper, 
which he holds in his hand, and thus avoids all dispute. You 
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pay by tickets instead of money, and these are sold beforehand 
at tlie offices. AVhen any one wishes to alight between two sta- 
tions, tiie horses slacken their pace without entirely stopping. 
The (Sirriages cannot turn on their springs, so that when they 
reach the end of their journey, the horses are imharnessed and 
put in at the opposite end. There is but one tramway, so all 
the carriages must wait for each other at the crossings. This 
causes long and frequent delays, but no one is disturbed by it or 
grows impatient 

We alight at a large iron gate, at the end of a road planted 
with trees. This avenue has on each side cheerful houses, sur- 
rounded with gardens, lawns, and beds of flowers. At the ex- 
tremity is the Frederiksboi^-have, a very beautiful park, though 
of no great extent^ well laid out, so as to appear larger than it 
really is, and traversed by a Serpentine River ; but the flat and 
level soil is not well suited for such picturesque conceptions. 
The palace, w^hich stands in the front of a large court and a 
green lawn, is an ugly building, of a kind of Italian architecture, 
uninteresting and with no originality. This park and the avenues 
which lead to it serve as a drive for carriages during certain 
summer nights, when the sun remains above the horizon till ten 
o'clock. Then popular fetes are held there ; and performances 
in the open air, caCS concerts and noisy balls give extraordinary 
animation to the scene. It is said that these fetes are very 
curious for a foreigner to witness ; but unfortuiiately we are far 
from the time when they take place, but the amusements which 
are oflered by the Tivoli Garden may give us, as we are told, 
a good idea of thenL 

The old city is surrounded by ramparts which cramp it ; while 
the new one, on the contrary, spreads and extends without re- 
straint It passes into the countr}'^ by Mide and beautiful avenues, 
builds its houses in the midst of gardens, and surrounds them 
with verdure and flowers. 

The fortifications of the old city are insuflicient ; they would 
not now protect it, even jirovided that they could protect any- 
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thing but a very small jioition of the habitations. A bombard- 
inent would soou demolish the lines, if they \vcre exposed to the 
fire of the besiegers, and the city might be entirely destroyed by 
means of cannon of long range, placed in batteries at the distance 
of 0,500 yanls, and firing at random. It has, thewfore, been 
nece^^Siiry to provide against this contingency, and to insure a 
safe defence if required. 

The attacking bi\tteries, according to modern warfare, would 
Ik? com^x^sed of guns of long range, and, as we have said, would 
probably be idaced by the besiegers at the distance of fix)m six 
to eight thousand yards ft-om the place to be taken, and they 
would fire either directly or vertically. In either case certainty 
of aim would not be possible at that distance, since an inappre- 
ciably small difference in the training of the gun would give a 
considerable divergence from the mark at which the shot is 
aimed. For this reason one can rarely attain accuracy of aim 
by direct fire; on the contrary, the projectile almost always 
passes over the ramjxirts, and faUs at a -greater or less distance 
beyond, so as Sometimes even to go over the opposite parapet 
of the town or fortress. With vertical fire, relative success, at 
least, is more certaia In fact, takiug as an example a place 
defended on Vauban's system, still in use even in modern times, 
we see that, though the projectile xaxy rarely strikes the ram- 
l>arts, it is .not difficult to make it fall within the lines, and do 
irreparable injury to the bairacks and magazines of all kinds 
crowded together there, and often to a whole city. The enemy, 
carefully firing into a circle c»f large diameter, is thus always 
ceitain of doing sufficient damage to cause the surrender of the 
place within a certain time. 

]>ut if, instead of an enceinte fortified by fronts and salients 
enolt.sing a lai-gc space, the defence jjresented only a succession 
of very extended fronts of but little depth, and if these fronts 
weic connected with each other by splinter-proof passages, trav- 
erses, and covered ways, and wcrq also sufTiciently distant from 
each other, so that the projectile intended for the outer line of 
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fortifications should not reach the second, and so in succession, 
the efforts of the besiegers would be singularly neutralized. In 
the first i)lace the quantity of projectiles required would be enor- 
mous,* since it would be an exceptional case when those sent 
would reach their aim ; and the line of defence, being extended 
over a considerable front, would be veiy effective As to towns, 
instead of being surrounded by waJls, they would, on the con- 
trary,'!^ open and free, sheltered from a bombardment, and be- 
yond the range of projectiles, because of the distance of the outer 
lines of defence from the inner enclosure. 

It is this system which is to be en'iployed in the defence of 
Copenhagen. Forts, presenting an extended front with but little 
depth, will be erected at a gi*eat distance from the town on the 
heights of Yigerabev and Uttei-slev, to protect it on the land 
side ; while a fortress, defended in the same inanner, and built on 
a part of the coast which is not yet definitely determined, will 
defend it from any attack by sea. These foils, connected with 
eacli other by covered ways and secondary works, will prevent 
approach, and defy the terrible projectiles of modern artillery. 
In addition to this, the line of defence thus obtained will be 
too considerable to be blockaded, and the complete investiture 
of the town will thus eventually become impossible 

The siege of Taris in 1870 has afforded experience to the 
Danes, as we have already seen ; why did not we profit in the 
same manner by the lessons which they had received during 
the war of the Duchies? 

The inhabitants of Copenhagen have good reasons for taking 
these precautions. They find, in the history of the city, recoitis 
of great disasters that have befallen them ; and without going 
back farther than the beginning of this century, they remember 
the attack attempted by Nelson in 1801, and, six years after- 
wards, the bombardment of their city by the same English, who, 
without any previous declaration of war, destroyed, in three 
days, three hundred houses and public buildings, and took 
possession of the Danish fleet 
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^lE imSEUMS. — THORWALDSEN^MUSEUM.— THE HUSEUtf OF NORTHERN IN- 

TIQUmES.— THE ETHNOGRAPHICAL ITOSEUM. 

THIS morning it rains; later in the day it \vill be very hot; 
and in the evening we shall be frozen by the noith-wind. 
TTiis is a climate which has nothing settled exqept its variation, 
and it is suflSciently trying to foreigners. Therefore we get 
Tinder shelter whenever we can, and spend our mornings in the 
museums, where we are fully compensated for our disappoint- 
ment in not being able to examine the public buildings of 
Copenhagea 

THE THORWALDSEN MUSEUM. 

On one of the sides of the Christianborg stands a long square 
building, the front of which is ornamented with Etruscan paint- 
ings, which it would be more correct to call grotesque. These 
represent the principal events in the life of Thonvaldsen, of 
whom Denmark is so proud, and in whose honor the museum 
which bears his name has been erected. This museum contains 
a great many original works of the illustrious sculptor, and the 
moulds, models, or sketches of almost all the others. 

Thorvvaldscn was born at Copenhagen in 1770; he gained in 
179G the first prize at the Academy, and was sent to Uome at 
the expense of the government. This journey was made at an 
unpropitious time, which was very unfavorable for study ; the 



political agitation into which Europe was thrown at that period 
occupied the minds of all men so entirely, that the feelings of 
the citizen allowed but little scope to the inspiration of the 
artist ; so that the time allotted for his stay there closed with- 
out allowing Thorw*aldsen to give much promise of what he 
would one day become. The generosity of Hope, the banker, 
gave him an opportunity of continuing his studies, and the 
^\'brks which his genius inspired w*ere from this time produced 
without any further delay or relaxation. 

After his first attempt, Jason carrying oS the Golden Fleece^ 
the marble copy of which is in London, the bronze in the pos- 
session of the King of Denmark, and the plaster model at the 
Thon^^aldsen Museum, there followed rapidly a vast number of 
busts of all the important personages in Europe, and at that 
time there were indeed many. All those heroes who had re- 
cently acquired glory wished to transmit to posterity their fea- 
tm*es sculptured in marble or cast in bronze. At the same time 
as,these works, which were pix)duced from day to day, appeared 
the Lion of Lucerne ; the monument in memory of Poniatowski, 
erected in front of the bridge over the Vistula at Warsaw ; the 
Triumph of Alexander, ordered by. Napoleon, which we saw at 
the Christianborg ; the bas-relief of Priam and Achilles, one of 
his most popular works; the medallion of Night; the statues 
of the Graces, of Hebe, Adonis, Venus, and Hope; those of 
Copernicus, ^laximilian of Bavaria, BjTon, and Christian IV. ; 
the tomb erected in St Peter's to Pius VII., etc., etc. Any 
account of a Wsit to the museum must necessarily be to some 
extent a mere catalogue of names. 

After having accomplished these laborious tasks, Thorwaldsen 
was seized with an irresistible desire to return to his native 
countr)'. He quitted Eome, after having lived there forty-two 
years, and in 1838 came back to Copenhagen, where he was 
received in triumph. Notwithstanding his advanced age, for 
he was now sixty-eight, the great artist set to work, and still ' 
gave proofs of his skilL The decoration of the Frue-Kirk at 
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Copenhagen was intrusted to him ; this was his final important 
work, and the last scintillation of his genius. Thorwaldsen died 
in 1344, six years after his i^tmii to his native city. His tomb 
was erected in the court of the museum which is devoted to his 
iuemor}% which bears his name, and where he rests in the midst 
of his works. 

Thonvaldsen disputed with Canova the glor}'^ of being the 
first sculptor at the commencement of this century ; there were 
many controversies to establish the superiority or inferiority 
of the Danish sculpture when comj^ared \Wth th.it of Italy. 
This was a baiTcn discussion, since the premises of alignment 
were incorrect Thorwaldsen was not a Danish, but a Roman 
sculptor, like Canova, from whom he received lessons. He did 
not create a school or a style peculiar to himself; his produc- 
tions do not form a distinct branch of art, but, on the contrary, 
belong to the Italian school, which he studied, and the tenden- 
cies, forms, and results of which he so happily assimilated to 
himsell 

An indefatigable laborer, Tliorwaldsen produced many works. 
The most remarkable were all originated at Kome, under the 
influence of the suiroundings in the midst of which he lived. 
Except the bas-reliefs of the Frue-Kirk of Coi)enhagen, sculp- 
tured in the decline of his career, his works were all executed 
far from the scenes of his native land ; and not one, except a 
few busts and statues, was inspired by the manners, the nation, 
or the men of the country where he was bora His imagination 
revelled in the ideal world, and all his most remarkable com- 
positions have for their object the reproduction of an allegorical 
idea, recollections of mythological ages, or of so distant a period 
of history that it may be ranged among them. When, on the 
contrar}', he wishes to repixniuce a purely human idea, and to 
represent a contemporary personage, with respect to whom the 
ordinaiy details of life are of imprirtance, he Ijecomes inferior 
to himself. It is for this reason that his Cupids of every kind, 
his Gods of OljTiipus, and the Triumph of Alexander are far 
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superior to his statues of Schiller, Gutenbui^ Pius YIL, Pouia- 
towski, and others, whatever the incontestable merits of these 
works may be. . 

The chief characteristics of the works of ait of the coimtries 
beyond the Bhine are the careful working out of detail, and 
their servile and often trivial cop}ring. Purely ideal concep- 
tions are not formed by these artists, and the productions of 
TborAvaldsen are remarkable for results diametrically opposed 
to these. He had the germ of his genius within himself in 
his soul and his nature ; but it was under the sky of Italy, and 
by the study and the contemplation of the productions of Rome, 
that tliis divine essence was developed, and acquired its power 
and perfection ; the seed was sown in Denmark, but it put forth 
its full blossom only in Italy. 

Thorwaldsen was not, therefore, a Danish, but a Boman artiBt; 
if he was born in Denmark, he lived, formed his artistic char- 
acter, and became what he was only in Italy. . 

The tombs of Canova and of Thorwaldsen plainly show the 
difTcrence of sentiment between the races and countries which 
have given them birtL They are evident proofs of the distance 
which separates these two countries, which distinguishes their 
tastes, their feelings, and the manner in which they receive 
impressiona 

The tomb of the Danish sculptor is a complicated monument^ 
both in form and dimensions ; for it is not merely the mound 
and the sepulchral stone erected in the midst of the court His 
tomb is rather the museum, the halls and galleries, the works 
of all kinds, sculptures, inscriptions, symbols, the triumphal car, 
the laurels; each minute detail is carefully carried out, each 
souvenir appeals to our attention, excites our curiosity, and sat- 
isfies it; it insists upon informing all, as if they were totally 
ignorant of it, who it was whose loss is so much deplored. Noth- 
ing must be left to be guessed or interpreted by the imagination 
of the people of the North. 

WTiat a diflerence between this funeral monument n^^'' ^^ 
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Xomh of CaDO\'a iu the Church of tie 'Frari at Venice I When 
"^ve disrcgnnl the rather complicated assemblage of persons and 
scenes, which are independent of the general conception, and 
Tender it pretentioua, we see only a pjTamid of marbla At the 
lose stands a winged genius, who is extinguishing a torch and 
ox^eningthe door; through the opeuing we perceive the gloomy 
liorror of darkness, and on the top of the pyramid are these 
words: "To Canova." The spectator is astonished, disturbed, 
and excited. This is not eflect«d by the multiplicity of the 
means employed, by novelty of invention, or complicated de- 
tails ; but these blocks of stone, and tins door of eternity left 
open, sufficiently tell the tale. The impressionable Italian needs 
but a word, a sign, and an indication. 

MCSEDJl OF SOUTHERN ASTIQDITIES. 

The- museum of the Antiquities of the North is installed in 
the palace of the princes.^ This is richer in prehistoric antiqui- 
ties than any other in Europe ; there we fiud collected, classified, 
and explained, all the discoveries obtained from excavations 
made in the islands of the Baltic, and in the peat bogs of Funen, 
Zealand, Gothland, Eugen, and elsewhere. The different ages 
of the world are there represented by objects illustrating the 
various degrees of civilization. We may thus follow, step by 
step, the formation of the social ages of the globe. The classifi- 
cation is so well made, and the objects so skilfully displayed, 
that we go from one glass case to another without fatigue ot 
ennui, studying, comparing the various transitions and the 
handiwork of men who succeeded each other, generation after 
generation, iu a regular, constmt, and uninterrupted gradation. 

Wc pass by the ages of polished stone ; all these little Hint 
implements, whether round, sharp, or worked into a pointed 
form, or one resembling a hatchet, give us but little informa- 

' Sfe " iluice d(;S Aiitjiiuiti's Ju NurJ h Copciilwgue." Eugplbaolt, Kloljen- 
Jiarn, ISTa 
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i 

1 



t 



COPENHAGEN. 



381 






• « 



tioD ; and we reach the rooms allotted to the bronze age, that 
period when arms and cutting instruments were cast in bronze, 
an alloy of copper and tia Gold was already frequently used 
in the manufacture of jewelry and ornaments, but they did not 
yet understand the working of iron and silver; and they were 
also ignorant of the process of soldering. They were, therefore, 
much restricted in their productions, and the forms obtained 
could vary but slightly. Yet the results are very astonishing; 
we may judge of them by some ordinary articles selected from 
among those which struck us the most 

A bronze trumpet (Fig. 181), composed of scA'eral parts joined 
together, but cast separately, the form of which resembles the 
letter S. A small chain connects the two ends, and from the 
links of this chain project small birds (Fig. 182), the first 
attempt to represent living creatures. Projecting rings (Fig. 
183) on the body of the trumpet show where the chain was 
attached; the mouthpiece (Fig. 184) is still surrounded by 
some threads or the woof of some kind of-stufT, intended to 
be grasped by the hand of the person who wished to use the 
instrument; on the mouth (Fig. 185) are traced in intaglio 
some perfectly regular geometrical designs. It would certainly 
be curious to place this trumpet to one's mouth, and to ascer- 
tain what sounds it would give forth, and what melody it was 
formerly able to produce. 

Fig. 186 represents the handle of a drinking-horn, made of 
l«onze. 

Ther^ is also a bronze dagger about 13 inches long and 1| 
inch broad ; on the handle there are designs engraved, very sim- 
ple geometrical figures, but very regularly traced; the sheatli 
is made of wood, covered with carving ; the care shown in the 
fabrication, the choice metal, and the finished touches of the 
ornamental parts, show that this poniard was a valuable weapon. 
It was found in a wooden coffin, formed of the trunk of an oak, 
hollowed out without the aid of the saw, no traces of which 
could be found. The bottom of the coffin was covered with 
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the hide of an ox, on which the corpse was kid, dressed iii gala 
costame, and surrounded hy his weapons. The other articles 
discovered in this coffin were very curious ; there was a frag- 
ment of a dress composed of woollen cloth, a small box, a horn 
comb^ a bronze knife, and a hatcbet, also made of bronze. This 
hollow hatchet is filled with clay ; one of the sides has been 
Ixroken, but the other, which remains intact, has on its surface 
ornaments in deep intaglio, incrusted with gold. 

Kg. 187 represents a bronze pin, of the natural size, and of 
a legular design ; the plan by which the pin is moved is very 
simple and ingenious, and is still in use in modem jewelry. 
Some other very rich golden ornaments, but heavy in appear- 
ance, and of no very complicated workmanship, are by the side 
of the first; these are diadems, bracelets, rings, and armlets, 
otnamented with engraved work and spiral or geometrical de- 




li^ UBS.— Bandit of Drlnldng-TMMl. 

signs. There are in every instance the same simple patterns, 
easily traced and imiformly repeated. 

The iron age improves slightly on these early productions 
of human industry. We will mention some specimens of this 
period. 

Coins with Cufic^ legends, of the ninth, tenth, and eleventh 
centuries, which have enabled us to distinguish three distinct 
periods in the iron age. Articles of the toilet or the riding- 
school, earthen vases, etc. 

Fig. 188 represents a bronze pin, of the natural size; the 
spring which is adapted to the pin is of a spiral form, scarcely 
different from those used at the present day. At the extremity, 
the broken portion, is the inscription " Hiriso," which re- 

< Aisbio diancton used before the fourth century after the Hegira. — Ta. 



minds us of those of the same kind which are now engmved on 
ladies' ornaments : all round this are small ornamental circular 
depressions. The body of the pin was evidently intended to 
represent a ribbon or some kind of stuff tied in a bow. 

Another very curious bronze pin, of simple but very original 
form, is shown in Fig. 189, two thirds of the natural size; the 
spiral which gives motion to the spring is similar to that used 
in pins of English manufacture (Kirby). 

Many other ornaments of the same kind are to be seen, with 
inscriptions, which are most probably Kunic. 

Fig. 190 represents a bronze cup, half the natural size, of w- 
markable workmanship; the outlines are sharp, well defined, 
and free from stiffness ; the handle is curiously cur\'ed, and of 
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original form ; in the upper part is an attempt at the represen- 
tation of the head of some animal. This vessel came from a 
tumulus discovered in Jutland, which was formed of two concen- 
tric circles of stone ; in the middle were found other goblets of 
sQver, enriched with plates of gold, and a kind of saucepan cov- 
ered with a strainer, intended, as is supposed, to receive the 
Uood of victims after a sacrifice. 

There are also other ornaments of Byzantine workmanship for 
women ; these are heavy and clumsily formed, and on many of 
them Bunic inscriptions are engraved. 

There is a boat, discovered in the peat-bogs of Sleswig (a ves- 
sel more than 78 feet long, and 11^ feet in its greatest breadth), 
in which there is an oar still remaining, in such a state of pres- 
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eiration as to allow ua to study tbe mode of coDstnictioa, and 
the manner in which wood was employed. We see also spear- 
heads, swoida whose blades ore damascened with wonderful care 




and ait^ frogments of coats of mail, and clasps to fasten them. 
X helmet made of repoussf bronze, and plated with silver ; the 
TiBOT allows the mouth, nose, and eyea to appear, the hinder part 




tras enclosed with bars of openwork ; between these two parts 
ig a rich band embellished with gold, and decorated with en- 
' giSTed designs. 
. In Fig. 191 is shown part of the harness for a horse, of the 
later iron ag^ which came from a tumulus opened in the island 
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of Funen. It is composed of an arched cross-pieco of wood, 
ornamented at the upper part by a projecting piece through 
which the reina were passed. The enda are enriched by the 
beads of fantastic animals (Fig. 192), and the ornaments, made 
of rtpoasx^ broi\;e, engraved and gilded, are wrought with ex- 
treme cace; they show one of the earliest examples, of so suc- 
cessful a character, of the reproduction of allegorical figimja, 
resembling, in some degree, beings endowed with life. There 
are also fragments of woollen and silk stuR's, of an odd design, 
easily jonderstood, but difficult to describe; as well oa Kunic 
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stones, covered with inscriptions, which appear to possess a high 
ardiieological interest, but which we are unable to understand 
or discuss. 

We now come to the llliddle Ages. 

The new kind of architecture, introduced into the North at 
this period, and derived from Ehenish recollections or those 
brought from tbe Isle of France by monks of all orders, does not 
manifest its influence by large public buildings or edtRces of 
great size. Examples of this kind are very rare ; those found in 
Scandinavian landa are, with few e.\ception3, dork, low churches. 




witboat towers or steeples ; often with a flat woodea ceiling in- 
stead (^ a vaulted one. The interiors are meagre, and in the 
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few decorations that we find. Pagan ideas predominate, adapted 
to the requirciaeats of the new womhip. But still, the gradual 
improvement of Middle Age art may he seen and ascertained in 
the moDumeuta of this period which are still preser\'ed. 




rif. ns. - Oiwlt* Tomb. TMnt Tlnr. 

We will mention a few of these i 

A tomb made of granite (Fig 193) shaped like a loof , the 
ndge the sloping side and the base are surrounded by a mould- 
ing, forming a kind of frame The tomb was supported by two 




■tones, having grooves cat to receive it, and placed at each end. 

On one side is sculptured in relief (Fig. 194) a man, armed 

with a bow, fighting wich a centaur, behind whom stands an 
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aagel canning & child in his arms. Od the opposite side is a 
bnciful animal (Fig. 193) devouriDg a. man, uhose head alone is 
■till protruding from its jawa 

The Danish archsologista, as ingenious as those in France, 
suppose that the former subject represents the deceased striving 
against evil, under the figure of the centaur. The angel on the 
other side is St Michael, opeuing his arms to the soul, \'ictori- 
008 in the fight to which his fleshly body has been exposed. 
The second subject is an allusion to the words of the Apostle St. 




flf. UK — OnnlU Tttnt 



Peter, "Toar adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, goeth about, 
■eeldug whom he may destroy." 
^ Orsnite baptismal font (Fig. 195). Tn the front of this is the 
figure of a woman between two imaginaiy animals, who are 
gnawing her arms ; the manner in which, according to Danish 
uchsologists, they expressed the &ct that man is always a prey 
to evil passions, nnless he watch against them. 
. The sculpture of these two small monuments of the past is in 
good preser\'atioa, and its execution is distinguished for its 
mnarkable simplicity, which is shown, not only in the work- 
muship itself, but also in the expression of the figures, and the 
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manner in which they are depicted and groui)ed. These works, 
of archieological rather than artistic interest, are- very infurior to 
those which our Middle Ages produced at tho same period. 




Tlf. ua- Chased Cudlaa^k. 



A century later, the arts had made sensible progress. There 
are shrines of the twelfth century, made of metal or wood, and 
adorned with enamels and wreathed work, executed with great 
sIcilL There are also a considerable number of other enamelled 



articles, and among these a chaucel candlestick (Fig. 19C) of 
copper, enriched with enamels, the designs of which are very 
fine, and ahow great freedom of e:iecutionj being fonucd of 
acrolla around a central pattera 

We find here a great number of objects used in public wor- 
abip (thirteenth century); some tolerable painted windows, 
Stataes and groups of figures, censers, pyxes, and other sacred 
Teasels ; also carved stalls and seats, in every respect very infe- 
mx to oar productions of the same period. 

There are other curious objects of a more recent date, — an- 
cient Scandinavian calendars, domestic utensils, drinking-horns 
ornamented with copper and silver both engraved and gilt, arms 
and ancient armor, and pieces of artilleiy. 




There are some taper-stands made of terra-cotta (Fig. 197), 
nearly eight inches long by seven in height, rudely representing 
a castle defended by gates, with towers separated by a gable ; on 
■Q sides of these are irregular designs, applied before the roate- 
tial was baked. There are, besides these, tapestries of the si:c- 
teenth and seventeenth centuries, an altar of ebony and silver, 
docks, watches, nuptial crowns, etc. 

We see, by this too rapid sui-^'ey, what riches are deposited in 
tha Museum of Northern Antiquities at Copenhagen ; it may 
tanly be understood how many things interesting and worthy 
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of attention we were obliged to leave undescribed. One ou^lit 
to be able to devote a con-^idcrablo time to this nuiseum ; ami 
the student, who has leisure to do so, will not regret it, and will 
find there an enormous quantity of rare and curious articles. 



THE ETHSOOBAPHICAL ML'SEtJlI. 

Another museum at Copenhagen, the Ethnographical, is less 
learned, but as useful and interesting as the museum of anti- 
quities. / ^ • 

It comprises a collection of typical objects, characteristic of 
bninan civilization in every part of the world; and, in order to 
arrive at this result, it gives such details as are best suited to 
illustrate the nature and the degree of advancement of each form 
of civilization. The most curious and amusing portions of this 
museum are those which relate to Greenland and Japan, coun- 
tries of which we know verj' little,, and which consequently 
excite greater curiosity. 

Instead of lags hanging on the walls, and article, lying side 
Igr aide, without any link to show the connection between them ; 
in fact — instead of objects dispersed over a lai^ space — the 
I^hnographical Afuseum at Copenhagen exhibits, on the con- 
trary, collections which attract and arrest the attention, and in 
which every one seeks immediately the points in which he is 
interested ; details which differ in each indi^-idual, according to 
his tastes, his tendencies, and his education. 

Thus, iustead of furniture, dresses, and utensils arranged sep- 
stately and scattered here and there, we find a dwelling of the 
natural size, with actual furniture, and with the mastera of the 
house at home, and under the circumstances of ordinary life. 
. And, first, we have the habitations of the Greenlanders — 
huts built of earth and moss, from 13 to 20 feet in diameter. 
covered internally with skins of animals. The entrance is 
effected by a low and narrow passage, through which it is 
f to pass in a creeping posture ; at the top of the hut 
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is an orifice, which can be opened in case of need. Within is 
a family, installed, as they would be in their snowy desert ; two 
men, three women, and four cliildren are partaking of a meaL 
An earthen saucepan is on the fire, and others are arranged in 
a comer with some dishes and lamps; the usual combustibles 
are wanting, but their place is supplied by oU, which warms the 
frosty atmosphere and cooks the food. 

The perfumes which exhale from this interior, and which, to 
lender the illusion more complete, have been conscientiously 
respected, will not allow us to make too long a stay. The fig- 
ures, of life-size, are dressed in skins of animals; some furs, 
stretched on a low and wide settle, indicate what senses for a 
bed. The women are preparing the food, and putting the sauce- 
pan over a lamp furnished with a wick made of moss, the size 
and length of which are adjusted so as to be sufficient to cook 
the meal; and then all lie down and sleep. When the family 
wake, the feast is ready, they eat, fill, the pot again, place it' 
over the lamp, the wick having been renewed, and then they 
lie down again and sleep, resting and eating alternately. These 
people have no idea of days or hours ; they make no distinction 
of time except between periods of light and darkness. 

There are also a team of dogs, which, in that country, supply 
the place of horses; sledges drawn by seven dogs ready har- 
nessed ; one of these animals serves as leader ; it is he who ex- 
cites, leads, and encourages the others ; his marvellous instinct 
guides him, and secures the confidence of the travellers. 

Then, there are fishing-dresses made of skins with the fur on, 
inflated with air, so as to be buoyant in water in case of acci- 
dent, and to avoid damp, the consequences of which are fatal 
iu these latitudes. The men, thus dressed, look like the figures 
of gold-beater's skin, filled with gas, which serve to amuse chil- 
dren. There are also hunting-dresses, woven from the intestines 
of the dog-fish. 

We next see a Cajak fishing-boat, rowed by women, — twenty 
of whom hold the oars ; they are not handsome ; those who wear 



red heail-dresses are married; the others with green ones are 
unmarried ; those with yellow caps are neither married nor vir- 
gins, and make no secret of it 

There are some fishing-implements; and as the fish lurk at 
the bottom of the sea, and often far from shore, in onler to find 
warmer water, it is necessary, when they wish to catch them, 
to make a hole in the ice, and to let down a net from 2,300 to 
2,600 feet in length. These nets are made of whalebone, and 
have great strength. 

We notice also the marriage trousseau of a young Greenland 
woman — a carpet of dog-fish skin ornamented with minute 
colored designs, some thread made of the fibres of animals, a 
thimble, a little instrument used for tracing the designs with 
which the skins aw ornamented; there are also dresses and 

furs. 

We pass over America, Africa, and Oceania, which are repre- 
sented in a manner less striking and original, and contain but 
little to attract the attention, and we arrive at the empire of 

the rising sun. 

There is a Yeddo house, built of fir-wood and paper; the 
principal supports are four posts, the intervals between which 
are formed of frames covered with paper. In the daytime these 
frames are removed, and the roof seems supported on stUts; 
when night comes, they push in the side scenes, and the house, 
lighted within, resembles a gigantic Venetian lantern. Every 
house of this kind is inhabited by a single family. On the 
ground-floor is a shop ; on the upper one a sitting-room, divided, 
at night, into a certain number of little rooms by means of slid- 
ing partitions. The furniture is very simple : a cupboard to 
contain the mattresses' during the daytime ; a small stove hid- 
den in a comer; a series of little tables slipping into each other; 
and, arranged on shelves, a collection of cups or dishes of lac- 
quered ware. In the middle of the room are the chibot or 
brasier (Jkrazzero), and the tabacco-bou (tobacco-box); on the 
floor is a very fine, thin, and flexible mat made of straw, on 
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which no one is allowed to tread till he has taken ofl' hU 
shoes. 

The house which we were examining had the front removed, 
so as to allow us to see a very cheerful scene within, — five or 
six persons together, squatting on their heels, drinking and 
smoking around the teapot The women are dressed in a kind 
d doak, confined at the waist by a very broad girdle of green 
and yellow silk, tied in a laige bow at the back. Their lips 
are gilded; their black hair, smoothed and waxed, is confined 
with kige pins, by which it is built up to an extraordinary 
height You may see at the door the little wooden shoes in 
which they hobble along in the street, and which they have 
now taken off, in order to lie down on the mat One of the 
men is standing, to show his splendid costume, — an overcoat 
with sleeves of extravagant width, under which appear two 
sabres, the insignia of his rank as a Yakonine, or officer of the, 
Daimio, whose arms are embroidered in g^udy colors on his 
back, and around his neck. He wears a large hat of a dark 
crimson color; at his waist is the whole apparatus of a smoker, 
a pipe as small as a thimble, a tobacco-box made of paper, a 
flint and steel, etc., eta On his feet are stockings made with 
a special compartment for the toe, and sandals of plaited straw, 
which he keeps on with difficulty. 

There is a Norimon, or Japanese cab, a very inconvenient box, 
into which the traveller squeezes himself, with his legs bent 
under him; air is admitted by a small opening in the roof, 
similar to that in the Hansom cabs in Londoa At each side 
of this box are two poles, which are supported on the shoulders 
ci two bearers, very slightly clad. When they are fatigued, 
they allow the norimon to rest on two short poles with which 
they are furnished, so as to avoid the trouble of Io\v'ering and 
raising their burdea 

We noticed a specimen of Japanese paper, a kind of parch- 
ment, but thicker, and at the same time more pliable, a tissue 
which cannot be torn, is impermeable, and whose uses are mani- 
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fold. They make of it the walls of houses, great-coats, uaiikins, 
and umbrellas, and it has nothing in common with the idea 
which the word*" paper" awakens in our minds. 

Japan detained us for a long time; we cannot, however, 
describe all that we saw, or the many curious and interesting 
things that attracted our attention, such as a Daimio with his 
attendants, and the view of a Yankiro, one of the quarters of 
Yeddo or Yokohama, where the tea-houses are situated. Wo 
cannot give an idea of all the costumes, and the attitudes of 
these full-sized dolls so splendidly di-essed, representing persons 
in every social position in Japan. We must not describe their 
large public buildings and immense temples, or relate the legend 
of the forty-seven Yakonines who disembowelled themselves on 
the tomb of their Daimio, so terribly represented in a series 
of colored pictures; but we must say a few words about the 
~ remarkable productions of industrial art in Japan, and examine 
the furniture, ivories, porcelaiu, lacquered ware, and bronzes, of 
which there are so many examples ait)und us. 

The oddness of these objects ^ not their most remarkable 
characteristic. It is more apparent than real; it strikes us, 
because some of their customs and ideas are so opposed to 
ours; and it suggests so great a dissimilarity between their 
surroundings and those to which we are accustomed. We are 
also not always willing readily to suppose that others can think 
' and act in a different manner from ourselves ; but still this dis- 
crepancy between our ideas and theirs is not necessarily to the 
disadvantage of the Japanese, and, on the contrary, it is some- 
times in favor of their tastes and usages. After all, we must 
not judge of the peculiarities of the Japanese from the speci- 
mens displayed in European bazaars, the imusual forms of 
which have been exaggerated by the manufacturer in order to 
attract more strongly the attention of the purchaser. 

The Japanese, unlike ourselves, make no distinction between 
high art and that which has recently been called " industrial" 
They look upon both these branches of art in the same light ; 
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and the artist who models a vase of an elegant fomi, or designs 
a graceful decoration, is considered to be as truly an artist, and 
to possess the feeling of his art in the same degree, as he who 
decorates the facade of a temple, or sculptures a statue in honor 

of Buddha. 

The result of this is that articles in common use are brought 
to a higher state of perfection, which astonishes ns, and would 
surprise us still more if we knew that the delicate porcelain and 
lacquered dishes, which are used by us only on grand occasions^ 
and are considered as exceptional, are employed in Japan for 
the ordinary purposes of daily life. 

The peculiar characteristics of all these works, those by which 
they are distinguished from our productions of the same kind, 
are the absence of symmetry, the entire correspondence of form 
with the nature of the mateiial employed, and the method of 

coloring. 

We must not understand by the absence of symmetry a dis- 
proportion between the various parts of the same whole, or 
imagine that we shall meet with a bandy-l^ged or maimed 
figure; we must not confound harmony with s)Tnmetry. If, 
for example, we place two vases on our mantel-shelf, they will 
be exactly similar, not only in form, but in decoration. They 
aie in reality the same vase, and when we look at them we 
have no double pleasure from this twofold possession. If, on 
the contrar}% we examine two Japanese vases, we find them 
similar in their general form; one is not tall and the other 
short and wide, but still the sweep of the outline is not iden- 
tically the same in both, although the difference between them 
is not sufficient to shock our taste. Then the decoration on 
each is different, the color of the ground in one is often tlmt 
of the design in the other ; the birds and flowers vary in their 
tints; the figures are of a different character; and the scenes 
represented are not the same. These observations refer not 
only to vases, but to everything, — paper-hangings, hicciucred 
Jioxes, cups, plates, etc., etc. 



. The complete correspondence of form with the nature of the 
materials employed is still more easily explained. We have 
only to compare the smooth and unvaried surfaces of porcelain, 
which is a material essentially fragile, with the irregular pro- 
jecting surfaces given to bronzes, the substance of which is 
extremely hard. Ivories are carved in intaglio, without allowing 
any projection to rise above the level of the ornamentation and 
thus to be exposed to injury ; and, a circumstance which strik- 
ingly illustrates our observations, the teacups have no handles, 
and those of the vases are merely small thick hoops, so as to 
give the least possible chance of inevitable accidents. 

Again, the manner in which all these articles are colored 
differs essentially from that practised by ourselves. The paint- 
ing is not in relief; no transition, except that of the harmony 
. of colors, produces the contrast and difference of the tints, and 
yet, notwithstanding their intensity, this harmony is so great 
that they never offend the eye ; the colors employed are always 
definite and but few; yet, owing to the variety of designs 
employed, their number seemj infinite. 

But we must stop, or we might be accused of imitating those 
travelleis whose enthusiasm increases with distance ; and as we 
are already in Japan this might carry us too far. 

These museums are not the only ones to be seen in Copen- 
hagen. We may mention the museum of antiquities, that of 
engravings, and the gallery of the Moltke Palace. During the 
Exhibition of 1872 a number of pictures were collected, consist- 
ing of the modern works of Swedish and Danish artists. It 
must be confessed that there was no great artistic merit to rec- 
ommend these paintings ; but they were very interesting to a 
foreigner, since they depicted, almost exclusively, scenes relating 
to the manners and customs of the daily life of Scandinavian' 
society, and thus afforded a striking contrast to those treated in 
our annual exhibitions. 

There were many winter landscapes ; a boundless horizon, an 
immense white sheet, enveloped in frozen mist ; and there, lost 
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ill tliis desert, you could just iHjrceive a sledge d^a^vn by rein- 
deer, whose furious gallop threw up the whirling suow; this 
dark point was the only object which told of movement and of 
life in tlie mid^t of this white immensity. By the side of this 
l>ietuTe were to be seen, under a serene sky, sledges full of 
handsome women, who shiver under their furs, as they pass over 
a carpet of snow tinged by a pale ray of light ; othera are look- 
ing at a group of skaters iu bright costumes, or striving to catch 
the hannony produced by a band of musicians, whose notes seem 
to freeze in the air. This pictui-e is a i-ecoUection of Lapland ; 
it is the Melar, on a festival occasion, ou a hcaiUiful cold day. 

In contrast with these scenes is the Gustaf-Adolph Platz at 
Stockholm on a winter's night, when at midnight you can still 
distinguish the outlines of the ships outward-bound for the 
Baltic. In other pictures we see the islands of the Archipelago 
of Aland, covered with trees whose verdure mingles with the 
greenish hue of the water; or the dark rocks of Norway, 
•against which some monstrous iceberg is dashing ; or, again, the 
I>jugarten, filled with gay and loving couples clinging to each 
other ; and, still farther on, the portrait of a Dalecarlian woman 
in her picturesque costume, or that of some frail and enticing 
coquette. But, as we have already said, the interest of this ex- 
hibition was, unfortunately, to be found only in the choice of 
subjects, and in their novelty, rather than in the manner in 
which they were treated. 
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THB DABES.— TEE THS&TRES. - A1IDSEMENT& 

THE men are of middle height, strong, and well knit ; they 
have pronounced features, light hair, and blue eyes. 
Their gait is heaN^y, and is wanting in ease and gracefulness. 
They have no elegance or distinguished air. Tliey drcss badly ; 
they scarcely look like gentlemen, or else greatly exaggerate oiur 
fashions. The materials of their dress are usually much coarser 
than tliose which we use, and they seem altogether ignomnt of 
the resources and refinements of the toilet 

The women have bright complexions, white teeth, blue or gray 
eyes, and long fair hair ; but they are not graceful, in the Paris- 
ian sense of the word. Tliey are economical in, their dre^s, and 
we scarcely remember having seen ladies in silk dresses except 
at the theatre. 

Tlie Panes are intelligent, as you may see by their features ; 
if you speak to them, you find them polite and affable. Instead 
of walking on, when a traveller stops them to ask for any infor- 
mation in a language which they do not understand, they make 
a thousand efforts to discover what he wants, and to assist him. 
Tliey aixj always hospitable ; and even now, when a customer 
enters a shop, and it is clearly ascertained that he is not a Ger- 
man, the tmdesmen, after a thousand friendly protestations, 
M-hich ai-e unfortunately in Danish, and before they show him 
any of their goods, offer him, on a waiter, a glass of Kiwch to 
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counteract the effects of the fog. The Daifcs ai-e well infoitued, 
and there is no country in Europe where public education 
receives more attention than in Deitmark. 

The women arc the angch of the hoiise; they know nothing 
but calm and peaceful home life. Their amusements in winter 
are f\imily parties, and the theatre, to which they often go with- 
out escort ; and in the summer they take country >valks. 

The young people marry early, and are engaged beforehand. 
Tlie Jiaac^ enjoy i^rivileges which might cause inconvenience 
among other people, — oui*selves, for example, — but which are 
harmless among the Danes, who are calmer and less impression- 
able. It is veiy unusual for those who are contracted to each 
other to break their engagement, for the blame which Ihey would 
both incur is sufficient to prevent their taking such a step. 

Their out-door pleasures possess but little variety, and bois- 
terous amusements are unknown ; their family and friendly 
meetings are not prolonged to a late hour. The theatres are 
closed at nine o'clock, the lights extinguished, the streets de- 
serted, the taverns empty, and every one is snugly ensconced 
under the bedclothes. 

Tlie mannei*s of Copenhagen have not always been so simple 
and exemplar}'. Tlie examples of the court of Louis XV. of 
France Mere regai-ded at one time with great favor. AVe shall 
jnesently see what traces of this epoch have been left, in cer- 
tain quarters, in the dwellings constructed in the eighteenth 
century. 

Statistics prove that suicide is more prevalent in Denmark 
than in any other countiy in Europe. The cause of the devel- 
o^jment of this mental malady is unknown, but it is a proof of 
tlie love of the Danes for the family and for domestic life, that 
this madness ]^revails especially among the unmamed and wid- 
ows ; and it is by no means unusual for a woman to hang her- 
self when she is placed in one of these positions. 

By a contrast, which is difTicult to explain, P>ri;^hani Young 
still gains the greatest number of Mormon recruits among the 
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Danes, and a new Coijenhagen is now rising near Salt Lake 

City. 

Education is very general in Denmark ; it is obligatory, and 
the father of a family must send his children to school, under 
penalty of a fine. The students at the university ai-e numerous, 
but so gieat a proportion of them study theolog)-, that it is im- 
possible to find positions for all who seek for them; so that, 
while waiting for a cure, future pastors sometimes exercise a 
profession whose functions seem but little compatible with those 
which they hope hereafter to fulfil All the students of a col- 
lege unite in a club, where they find every opportunity for study 
and amusement : a library, a theatre, concert-rooms, and a tav- 
ern, which are always open to them ; they eat and diink there, 
and more esi)ecially smoke incessantly. The large dining-room 
is always filled, and between two lectures or repetitions there is 
a great consumption of rog-brod and of bocks of Bavarian beer. 
Those who frequent it are concealed by clouds of smoke issuing 
from large pipes which are never allowed to go out 

The love of their country is stiiaigly developed in all classes 
of society, and their hatred of Germany, far from being extin- 
guished, increases every day. To c^ill a Dane a Prussian — a 
Berlin Pmssian — is the greatest insult that you can offer to 

him. 

One day we went, into a stationer's shop to buy a small sheet 
of drawing-board. While we pointed out to the shopkeeper the 
article that we wanted, as we knew not how to ask for it, he 
grumbled in a low voice, murmuring incessantly between his 
teeth certain woixls which we could not fail to understand as 
expressions of ill-humor. At last, wishing to eke out the dumb 
show which we found so ineffectual, we uttered a few words in 
French. The expression of his face instantly changed. " Not 
Prussian, French !''^ he exclaimed, and, jumping over the coun- 
ter, he seized our hands, opened the door of the l»ack shop, and 

I We cannot give the exact Danish expressions corre»ipon«ling with these 
'words, as we are not able to dei>end on our nieiuory. 
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calknl out liis wife and cliildren, crying out, " French ! French I 
Paris ! " AVe were obliged to shake hands with them all, to kiss 
the children, to drink a glass of Kii-sch to the health of France 
and to the confusion of Prussia ; and at the close of the inter- 
view the stationer, seizing a hank of string, wound it round his 
nock, imitating the jwsition of a man who was hanged, putting 
out his tongue like one at the last extremity, and cr)'ing, " For 
the Prussians, for all the Pmssians ! ** 

Compared with the Germans, the Danes are gay and excit- 
able. In the Xoith, they have the reputation of resembling the 
French. It is from Denmark that they procure recruits for the 
theatrical companies of Stockholm and Christiania, and the 
perfonners at the cafv5 concerts, so common in Scandinavian 
towns. 

There are but few manufactures in Denmark, their produc- 
tions being almost exclusively agricultural; but glove-making 
has increased lately. The Danish gloves are 8upi)le, strong, and 
Well sewn ; they may even be washed, but they are very dear. 
Commerce earned on by sea is in a ver}' flourishing state. 
Every one gains his living modestly by continued and incessant 
lalx)r, in which there is nothing exaggerated. Our feverish am- 
bition is unknown, and no one desires or seeks to increase his 
store inmioderately, or to make a rapid fortune at the expense 
of his neighbor. The Dane is excessively honest, loyal, and 
tnistworthy, and robbery is almost nnknowTi in the country. 
The shops and warehouses do not require to be protected by 
sliutters of wood or iron; and the goods are exposed within 
reach of the hands without its l)eing thought necessary to watch 
over them. Great fortunes are as rare as excessive poverty. It 
U true that at Copenhagen few j^eople keep their carriage; but, 
on the contrary, you never meet a beggar. 

We sj»oke of the cookery during our stay in Funen ; it is sim- 
ilar in tlie other previnces, and is not always satisfactoiy to a 
Fn-nch taste ; but tlie hotels and restaurants, when you can 
niake yourself under:5tood, are very excellent and exceedin<dy 
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cheap. You get the same dishes as elsewhere, and you drink 
exquisite tea and good beer; but the wines, on the contraiy, 
especially those from France, are shamefully adulterated, and 
are execrable. 

Danish literature is known to us only by certain translations 
of novels, the naivctd and simplicity of which form their greatest 
charm. Hans Andersen is known throughout the whole w*orld 
by his popidar tales, full of such acute observations and pro- 
found view's, under a guise so simple and familiar. The the- 
atrical repertoiy is composed of pieces >vritten by native authors, 
which are few in number, and, as ought to be the case, of trans- 
lations of our French literature. 

Tliis evening we are going to the theatre. It is five o'clock ; 
we hasten in order to be there when the doors are opened. The 
price of seats is very moderate. They are going to give a 
translation or adaptation of Octave Feuillet's ** Romance of 
a Poor Young Man"; so we shall be able, by our remem- 
brance of it, to guess, if we cannot comprehend, something 
of the dialogue, and see w*hat impression is made on the spec- 
tators. 

The house is very large, but very simply decorated. There 
are two tiers of open boxes, a gallery, some orchestral stalls, and 
at the bottom a large pit The seats are not comfortible, they 
are rapidly filled, and not one is left empty. There are many 
children there who evidently could not be left at home alone. 
The spectatoi-s Ixjlong to all classes; the women are predomi- 
Lant, forming at least two thirds of the assembly. Their dress 
is very simple; they are all, with few exceptions, in woollen 
dresses or white muslin. They come wrapped up in large 
wateri)roofs, in groups of two or three, sometimes accompanied 
by a gentleman, but more frequently alone. Xo one, however, 
is astonished at this; it is a recognized thing, and, however 
young and pretty a woman may Ijc, she may come to the theatre, 
remain there, and go away unattended, without any risk of 
enraging a jealous husband, or of being exi)Osed to the annoy- 
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ing attentious of a loo gallant admirer. In the pit many per- 
sons place provisions by their side on the seats, even solid 
l>rovisions, a bottle of beer, and slices of rog-brod. 

After some kind of overture the cuitain rises, and at the 
same time the chandelier is entirely lowei*ed, so that the house 
is left in complete darkness. The sj^ctators have nothing to 
distract their attention, and must therefore, whether they will 
or no, look at the stage, which is very brilliantly lighted. The 
actoi-s are pretentious, the actresses pretty, and their costumes 
very rich and elegant The performer seem to speak too rap- 
idly, but this is always the impression produced on the ear by 
a dialogue uttered in an unknown language. The action of the 
men is monotonous and rapid, that of the women more coiTect 
and moderate ; that which we call stage business is exasKcrated 
and fjilse. Two innovations were inti-oduced into the piece; 
the fii-st was to substitute for the bal cJuimpetre, in the second 
act, a very outrageous cancan, in M'hich all the company took 
part in the most serious manner; they called it the national 
French dance, accompanied by appropriate songs. There is no 
dnubt that all these good Danes are fully convinced that our 
men and ladies of high rank are in the habit of indulging in 
these fantastic exhibitions of themselves. The second novelty 
consisted in bringing all the actors in front of the (ootbghts, 
after each important scene, to chant a chorus, which was unin- 
telligible to us, but which seemed to connect the various parts 
of the piece together ; it reminded us of the ancient choruses. 

Tlie darkness did not allow us to ascertain the effect produced 
upon the spectators, except by their applause, which occurred 
in the right place, and proved that a great impression had been 
made. The good feeling of the portiere was much applauded, 
and the manifestations of the evil disposition of ^lademoiselle 
IK'lion were received with prolonged hisses. After the scene 
in tlie tower, the actor who took the part of Maxime returned 
in a black coat to Iww to the assembly, and assure them of *his 
8;ifety. Tlie principal actor, indeed, always wears this dress- 



coat, which seems to be the privilege of his part» as the Italian 
tenors "di primo caitello" are allowed to come on the stage 
with cloaks over their shoulders. 

Between each act the gas is turned up, and all the spectators, 
both male and female, rush out at all the doors, invade the 
buffets, and return at the first sound of the bell with their 
hands and mouths fulL 

All M-as over by nine o'clock, and we returned to our hotel, 
with our overcoats buttoned to the chin, and shivering as we 
listened to the flapping of the flag on the Christianborg under 
the influence of the keen north-wind. 

A new theatre is to be built at Copenhagen ; the only inform 
mation that we could obtain respecting it was that the expense 
would amount to nearly 600 rix-dollars, about 40,000 /. Tliis 
will be called the Theatre Royal, which will give to the artists 
the privilege of being appointed by the king, engaged for life, 
and considered as state functionaries. The first stone of this 
building has been laid, but when will they lay the last ? 

The next day was fine ; so, instead of going again to the thea- 
tre, we went to the Tivoll The Tivoli is a place of amusement 
very similar to the Djugarten at Stockholm, though of much 
less impoilance ; we have nothing of the same character. All 
tlie inhabitints of Copenhagen congregate there, especially dur- 
ing the long summer evenings, which, in fact, are not evenings, 
as it is broad daylight 

We see at the Tivoli, boat-houses, cafd conceits, theatrical 
performances in the open air, baUs, restaurants, games, and 
amusements of every kind. The crowd of people is very 
great, and composed of all classes; but, whatever may be 
said on the subject, it is not likely that mothers would take 
their young daughtei-s thete ; and they are quite in the right 

The good people who are there go for the purpose of amusing 
themselves, and they attain their end conscientiously ; without 
constraint, without scruple, and entirely at their ease. We 
rememlxir especially a fat young fellow with a merrj^ face, — 
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a student, no doubt; he kept on waltzing for a long time quietly 
and peaceably, then on a sudden be sat down to a table with 
his i)artner on his knee, devoured rog-brod and drank beer, be- 
tween every two niouthfuls kissing his companion, who was as 
hungry as himself, and then both i-etumed to the dance, coming 
back to eat again shortly afterwards ; and this was done with 
an eagerness and a regularity with which nothing could interfera 
Close by was a person in .authority, a sort of a " Prud'homme,'* 
in a long blue coat ; awkwanl, but smiling, he swam round with 
a satisfied air, uttering from time to time a sonorous laugh, a 
kind of clucking, much to the admimtion of his partner, — a 
pretty girl, who, with her hand resting on his shoulder, looked 
at him beatifically, throwing round his neck her bare, round, 
white arms. And so with all the rest; and then, to com- 
plete the picture, some Gennan couples with spectacles on and 
faded hair, looking ridiculously pretentious, and all outmgeously 
ugly. 

"What a difierence between these silly and somewhat coarse 
amusements and the popular fetes of Provence and the Bay of 
Naples ! 

There the sky is deep blue, intensely blue, and transparent ; 
the sea is blue also, but of a paler tint It is crowned with 
wavelets tipped with white foam; sometimes it sinks into a 
hollow, and utters a deep sigh, which dies away on the shore. 
Everywhere, as far as the eye can reach, in the sky and over 
the sea, are the same calm and the same color, broken only, at 
the edge of the horizon, by Ischia and Capri, enveloped in a 
slight mist Tlie intense light of the sun filters through the 
branches of the orange-trees which perfume the air, and scatters 
over the ground minute luminous sjxjts, on which the lazy liz- 
ards come and warm themselves. 

But, as the sun goes down, the evening breeze, so anxiously 
longed for all day, liegins to come in from the sea; the fishing- 
boats are drawn up, ami the fi^hennen rest Tlion come in, 
from the country, the peasants and the young girls with their 



bright eyes, and petticoats glistening with copier ornaments 
and sea-shells. An improvisator mounts on a platform, guitar 
in hand ; a circle forms around him, and his song commences, 
and with it the gay and loud laughter of the crowd. How well 
they all seize and understand his allusions, an^i the >'arious 
l>oints of the recital ! How pleased they are with trifles I how 
satisfied with their rags and their naked legs, even with the 
vermin which devour them I and how readily they encourage 
and applaud him! But they needs must sup; so the songs 
cease, and, stretched on the sands still warm with the heat of 
the day, they try their beautiful teeth on tomatoes, and fruits 
that grow by the sea, quenching their thirst with a glass of 
water iced and flavored with anise-seed. Soon after, the dance 
begins ; the groups form, and pass through long slow rhythmic 
movements, to a melodious and well-marked air. WTiat poses, 
what attitudes, these men of the people fall into, without being 
aware of it 1 with their waistcoats turned back over the shoul- 
der, their long red caps hanging down, their shuts thrown back 
from their bronzed breasts. Their feet beat the ground with 
a strength and agility wliich scorn fatigue, while, with one arm, 
they support their strong and active partners. And these 
women ! how noble and elegant is their step, what simple grace 
is in their every movement ; how voluptuously they bend, show- 
inn the roundness of their forms beneath their coarse dress, and 
throwing back the tresses of their long black hair 1 "WTiat eager- 
ness, what gayety, M-hat shouts of laughter, and what noise 1 

Close by are the morra-playere,* lighted by a smoking lamp 
with three burners, of antique form. "What rapid movements 
of arms and shoulders ! what groups are formed around them ! 
what shouts are heard, and how excited they become 1 The 
handle of the knife is sometimes drawn from the right-hand 

* The morra is a game played by tiro pcrsoiw, each holding up the fing^n of 
one hand, some being rloswi and the others open. Eaeh player calU out a certain 
iiumlxr, and if this ii cjual to the extended fingers of both persons, he scores s 
point — Tr. 
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IxKket, but their anger cools as r.ipidly as it breaks out ; 
frieudly ivoixls succeed to angry speeches, and soon — But 
a breeze springs up from the north. "We are not on the shores 
of tlie ^Icditeiranean, but on those of the Sound. No one seems 
to notice the cold, but "\vc shiver and go home as quickly as 
we caa 
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THE DWELLING^HOnSBS. 

WE may easily guess, from what we have said of the calm 
and peaceful manners of the inhabitants of CJopenhagen, 
of their retired life, and calm and tranquil existence, what their 
houses must be. How little they must resemble those of other 
countries, and how, on the contrary, they must possess many 
peculiarities which our visit and the examination which we are 
about to make will render apparent 

There are many lodging-houses in the old city. The fortifi- 
cations prevented the extension of the streets, and it was neces- 
sary to economize space. The houses have now, for the most 
part, lost the primitive character which they had when they 
were fii-st built, and which they owed, more especially, to the 
quaintness of their gables. The tradition of these extravagant 
gables, of which we have already given an example when de- 
scribing tlie Kongens Xytorv (Fig. 170), has not died away, and 
certain proprietors still wish to reproduce them on the houses 
which they are now building. The modem gables (Fig. 198) 
ai-e, however, less unreasonable than those of the last century. 
They seem to l»e subject to some conventional nile, and are 
divided into irregular compartments, separated by white bands 
which are thrown into relief by the red background of the 
bricks. Tlie eflect is always exaggerated; but under a sky 
which is so often gi'ay, and, for months together, obscured by 
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tLick mists, the niore simple results, which would satisfy ua, 
are evidently insiitRcieut. 

They miyht, however, have recourse to less exa^erated plans ; 
and the remains of ancient gahles, now half demolished, give 
jttoof of this. AVe give an example in Fig, 199, now in & veiy 
incomplete state, but easy to he understood. The two sloping 
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sides of the gahle nre very decided, and, except the central part, 
which is terminated by a square projection, follow wholly the 
lines of the roof. Perpendicular lines on the facades indicate 
the main and party walls ; other Imnds, ruiniins parallel to 
these, strike the eye as they run upwards through all the sto- 
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ries, and ate connected by oblique bands with the sloping sides 
of the ioc£ 

The elevations show no great complication in their details. 
There are a few pieces of stone, and bricks of different colon 
to distinguish the projecting from the recessed parts; and the 
lintels, protected by relieving arches, sufficiently point out the 
mode of coostmction, and ornament it at the same time. The 
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shops are distin<rnshcd Tsy large bays. At the top of the gaUes 
is a i>o)e. serving to mise or lower, to and from the upper stories, 
heavy and cumbrous pickages. Cellars are not in use in Copen- 
hagen ; the soil, too damp and permeable, and too slightly 
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1 above tbe level of tlie sea, renders tbem qiiite insalu- 

le basement story, wbicb is reacbed by means of steps m 
irea, is usuiiUy occupied by tavern-keepers and dealers in 
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If. 200.— Plan of tlM Ground-floor. 

1. Entrance. 

2. Area. 
8. Hall 

4. Shops. 

5. Back sliops. 

6. Sitting-roomfl. 



Fig. 201. — Flan of First Floor. 

7. Kitcliena. 

8. Bedrooms. 

9. Dining-rooms. 
1ft. Smaller '« 

11. Courtyard. 

12. Gosets. 



ibles. A large room for tbe sbop, anotber for tbe back sbop, 
. tbree or four rooms at tbe back, form tbe ahnost invariable 
.ribution of tbis lowest stoiy. On tbe ground-floor (Fig. 200) 
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is a laige passage ; tben a ball, at the end of wbicb is the stair- 
case leading to tbe various floors. The ascent from the street 
is by a flight of steps, a portion of which is within the house. 
The shops, placed to tbe right and left of tbis hall, have no 
dii*ect opening tp the street ; behind each are a second or back 
shop, and a kitchen and sitting-room placed in each wing. Be- 
tween the two wings is a courtyard of moderate size, at the end 
of which are closets. Each inhabitant has his o^m, situated not 
on the floor on which he lives, but in the courtyard ; and you 
may perceive from the street a row of little buildings of wood 
or brick, the doors of which are opening and shutting at all 
houi-s of tbe day or night As the houses are rather lofty, it 
may be easily understood how much trouble and annoyance 
such a custom, which nobody seeks to infringe, must entail on 
those who live on tbe upper floors of a house ; but, as it has 
always been so, no one thinks of adopting a better plan. 

Each of the upper stories (Fig. 201) comprises two sets of 
lodgings ; a laige apartment fronting the street, and behind this, 
receiving light from tbe couityaixl, the sitting-room and tl.. 
kitchen, with sometimes a bedroom for children or servants. 
These apartments are intended for persons of tbe middle clasa 
There is no drawing-room. Tbe dining-room sen'es as a family 
sitting-room, and as a place where tbe meals are taken. Tlie 
principal bedroom is lofty, being at least 13 feet high. Tlie 
floor is of deal ; there is a wainscoting of deal up to a certain 
height Tbe ceilings are either bare or plastered; the paper- 
hangings are simple, not to say common. There is no gilding 
or pic-crust decoration, so common in France, but instead of 
tbis they use varnished wood. There is no chimney, but large, 
earthenware stoves, heated with turf, tbe only combustible in 
common use in Denmark. There is anotber remarkable domes- 
tic an'angement; instead of beds proportioned to tbe age and 
size of the children, wbicb become useless in succession as years 
pass on, we find beds wbicb grow at tbe same time as those for 
Mbom they are intended. Side-pieces, fastened by hooks, keep 
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tlie Tiliole tojjctlier, and lengthen or eliorten tbem ; small mat- 
tresses are lilted in by the side of each other, or placed oue on 
ODOtlier ns they may be required. The bed of a child may thus 
be adapted to a giflwn-iip jwrson, and rice versd. 

The fiiiiiiture resembles xcTy much that to be found in onr 
provincial towns thirty or forty years ago. Instead of chimney- 
pieces there are consoles, on which are usually displayed vases 
with artificial flowers covered with a glass shade, and sometimes 
a zinc timepiece of Parisian manufacture. There are no luxu- 
rious appliances, no great elegances or refinements for the sake 
of comfort, but an excessive neatness, and almost always natural 
flowers or green branches. 

The wiuilows have double sashes, the frames being of wood ; 
and these do not open all together, with sash-fastencrs (cspayno- 
IciUs), but in small compartments of scarcely sufficient size 
to allow the head to pass througK Between these two sashes 
flowers are placed, with a thick layer of fine sand, and papei 
comets filled with salt to absorb the damp vapor, which woidd 
otherwise cover and obscure the panes of gloss ; and oftentimes 
we may see there the profile of some fair young girl, with eyes 
fixed on the distance, and her mind still farther avr&y. • 

AVe had to pi-escut a letter of introduction to some one who 
resided in one of the avenues of Frederiksborg. We soon found 
the house to which we had been directed, — a charming place, 
surrounded by clumps of rose-bushes. Instead of an enclosure 
of walls, there ^rere railings covered with climbing plants. 
Through a small open ganlen we could see the entrance door, 
and the fagades of red and white bricks, with some parts filled 
in with granite. The window-panes were bright and glistening ; 
green crcejters were clinging to the comere, and hanging dovm 
without restmiiit. The whole aspect was so gay and cheerful, 
that the jiasser-by would be tempted to push open the door 
and enter. 

AVc present ourselves; a eenant-girl, with n roguish look 
about the mouth, came to open the door to us. She had 
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scarcely heard a few words of oar language, when she ran olf, 
with her hands resting on her hips, and shouting with laughter. 






i-rt 












rXf 


aa 


-Ptanof Ptainoor. 




Porch. 








6. Private room. 


2. 


H«1L 








7. Covered gilleiy. 


3 
4 

S 


Drawiiig- 
P.mge. 
Kitchon. 


room. 






9. SLtting-room. 
10. OmeU. 



She returned, in a few moments, .with a fellow-servant, who 
joined in her mirth; and there stood the two silly women. 
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poiiitiujj at us with their fingers, aud exchanging merry re- 
marka, of which we were evidently the subject, thus placing 
us in a somewhat undignified position. "We were, iudeed, look- 
ing rather foolish, not knowing whether to laugh or to be angry, 
when the master of the house appeared, and soon found, from 
the explanations of the servants and the letter which we pre- 
sented, how matters stood. 

The next instant we were in the drawing-room. Onr host, 
who had some difficulty iu expressing himself in French, re- 
cei^'ed us in the most polite and cordial manner, and begged 
us to consider the reception of which we had been ^'ictimB, aa 
a matter of course, justified by our strange lanffuaje. He intro- 
duced us to his family, insisted on our sitting down to table 
with them, and then offered us every facility to carry out the 
object of our visit, which was to see his house. He served as 
our guide, and, as we proceeded, made observations more adapted 
to give us an idea of the liabitation which he had planned ia 
his own mind, rather than that which the builder had realized. 

The small porch, which we have already mentioned, leads 
into a hall communicating with all the rooms (Figs. 202 aud 
203), similar to that in English houses, occnppng the height ' 
of two stories, with a gallery on the first floor. From this hall 
we enter the dmwing-room, a hirge apartment used as a family 
room, receiving light on one side from the front avenue, and, 
on the other, from the garden. In one of the sides there is 
a projecting Ixiy with a fireplace; this forms a smaller room 
within the larger one, and in winter, during severe weather, 
thick leather hangings close the eutmnce, protecting it from 
the draught wliich rushes towards the fire. The furniture and 
decoration of this room partake of that of a dining and diawing 
i-oom. Tlie walls are painted, tlie ceilings show the fir-wood 
Iwiinis, left exposed, and adorned with stripes of color. 

On the first llwr (Fig. 204) a bedchamber is over this draw- 
ing-rof-m, li:ivin;; the same form and dimensions, and decorated 
in the saine style. A large S'luaie Iwd, raised high above the 
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floor, occupies a part of the room. At the end of ihe projecting 
bay stands the traditional chest, always to be found in old pro- 
vincial Scandinavian mansions. In this chest are kept the 
famfly treasures, the old jewels, the bridal crown, the mother's 
wedding-dress, and the infant's baptismal robe, — precious relic* 
which go down from generation to generation, and are never 
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brought out except on grand family occasions. But they are 
now,°alas! already despised by the young people, who prefer 
dresses made in the Parisian or London fashion. 

On the other side of the hall, on the ground-floor, are the 
staircase, the kitchen, with its offices, and a bedroom. On the 
first floor there are secondaiy bedrooms. On the garden side 
a veranda ia budt out, a useful shelter during the summer, for 
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wc must not forget that, though the northern climates ore rigoiw 
ous duriug the loug months of winter, the inliahitanta are ex- 
poseJ, during the summer, to some days of intolerable heat 
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The farmles of this house (Fig. 205) are bold and decided ; 
the lines of the building, cnvried round in a regular and distinct 
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manner, give a clew to the scale of the whole ; no cement con- 
ceals 'tJ]e nature of the materials or the manner in which Hmj 
are employed. 

Under a Northern climate, more than anywhere dse, outer 
coatings of cement are unsuitable, and veiy expensive to keep 
iu repair. There is nothing in the external appearance of this 
building which suggests ideas of false luxury or s vain desire 
of mere show. 

We must especially notice the manner in which the bricks 
are laid as far as the first floor. They are placed so that their 
joints intersect each other only at intervals of two rows, thus 
producing cubes with the angles levelled off, and giving tliem 
the appearance of polygons of eight sides, interrupted by a con- 
tiuuous line of bricks of a different color. The effect thus pro- 
duced is original, and corr&sponds, much better than a level 
surface would, with the ornamental parts of the striug-couisea 
and of the upper cornice. 

This dwelling-house is agreeable in appearance, and comfort- 
aWe within. It would not satisfy our wants, or the require- 
ments of our worldly and oiit-'loor life, but it must be exactly 
suited to people accustomed to remaiu at home and enjoy tbem- 
seh'es there, and not to seek elsewliere amusements which they 
can find in the bosom of their family ; in fact, persons who think 
more of the conveniences and comfort of their dwelling than of 
making a grand ap^icarance and dazzling otliets. 

There was a time when the Danes, being uuder the influence 
of French manucrs of that period, endeavored to copy tliem, and 
had succeeded in resembling us ; at least, so far as a Dane can 
resemble a Frenchman. Tlie relics and the traces of that far 
distmt time are still to be found in the large mansions of Bred- 
gade or Anialieugadc, — rich dwelling-houses, habitations which 
required a large household of senauts, and involved costly ar- 
rangements and exjienses, such as people of fortune at the pres- 
ent day can with but few exceptions meeL These mansions, 
except some still possessed by great families who seldom inhabit 
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and two drawing-rooms — communicate with each other, and 
with a conservatory opening to the garden, to which you may 
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descend by an inner staircase. The grand stiircnse opens to the 
vestibula By passiug under the second flight you reach a )>aa- 
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EAge (14) scj^riiting the apartments destined for tLc use of the 
fiiiiiily from the jiart allotted to the aenauts, \vbicU comprise an 
otlice (19), a kitclieu (21), with the scuUerj- (19), and pantry 
(20), the lamp-room (17), the servauta' hall (15), a room for 
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clOTning shoes and brushing clothes (16), as well as the back 
staircas^e leading to every storj'. A door (22) loads from the 
kitchen to tlie stid>le-y''i^> so t}iat ti-adcsmca and sonants do 
nut use the priiicii-al entrance. 

The sid« huilding includes the porter's lodge (3), placed so as 
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to command the principal courtyard and the fltaUe-yard ; stab- 
ling for six horses (27), a coach-house (28), a harness-room (29), 
and closets (13) ; the garden is at the back. 

The first floor (Fig. 207) contains the upper part of the ball 
or vestibule (31), from which you gain access to the galleiy ot 
the ball-room (32) ; then comes a suite of apartments composed 
of a work-room (33), a bedroom (34), dressing-room (35), and ft 
small room beyond ; an open gallery passing round the staircase 
leads to the bedrooms (34), with dressing-rooms (35). 

The upper stoiy contains the still-rooms the secondaiy apart- 
ments, and the 9er^'ant3' rooms. 





Fl|. 208. — Interior ef DrawlDf-Toom ud Antwoom. 

It can easily be seen by these plans how well a mansion, con- 
structed in such a manner, is suited to the requirements of a 
wealthy f-nd luxurious family, and how its resources would sat- 
isfy all the expensive tastes, and contribute to the enjoyments, 
of those who inliabit it How many of our private hotels in 
Paris are less conveniently arranged, and how much more con- 
fined and insi^niificant they appear in comparison with it I 

The decoration of these interiors is in keeping with the gco- 
cral arrangements which we have described. Fig. 208 gives the 
view of a diawing-roora and of its anttroora. The ceilings are 
formed of open rafters connected by transverse joists, so as to 
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form compartments, each having a centre-piece of carved wood 
touched up with gold and color. The walls are covered with 
tapestry, and on the floor there are rich carpets. All the out- 
lines and details are heavy ; the ornaments are deficient in grace 
and delicacy ; the wood, which forms the principal part of the 
construction, is by no means stinted; it is varied in a hundi-ed 
ways. We find here the decorations of our louis XV. archi- 
tecture, applied by those who strove to exaggerate their effects. 

Other buildings at Copenhagen are worth visiting, but they 
are too often only souvenirs of foreign habits and forms, and we 
only wished to notice those whose internal arrangements and 
external appearance showed something different from our own, 
which it would be useful to particularize. There, as elsewhere, 
however, commonpkce buildings are by no means rare, and we 
did not think it would be interesting to describe them. 
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ELSINORE (HELSINGOER). 

THE COPENHAOEN STATION. -THE COUNTRT.— ELSINORE.— TBI TOWN BAIl^ — 

THEKROONBOR& 

WE scarcely looked at the Copenhagen station on the day 
of our arrival ; but to-day we had time to examine it^ 
and we made great iise of the opportunities that were afforded 
us to go in and out as we pleased, for before the hoiur of depart- 
ure unfortunate travellers are not obliged to spend some time 
cooped up within a waiting-room. 

The building is ninety-two feet long; it is covered with laige 
timber vaults resting on granite pillars, raised thirteen feet 
above the level of the ground ; this arched roof is formed of 
many boards nailed round the arches on the flat, while other 
small bevelled planks forming voussoirs are fastened edgeways 
to these. This double combination of boards, both edgeways 
and on the flat, offers great resistance, which is still more in- 
creased by a succession of ties in the shape of a St Andrew's 
cross, connecting the different parts so as to enable them to 
resist the foixM3 of the wind, and to bind them firmly together. 

Doors and windows give means of access to the various offices 
along the bays on each side. On the upper part of the roof is 
placed a lantern, resting on the spandrels of the arches, and 
affording at the same time sufficient light and ventilation; a 
narrow pathway running round the base of this lantern is con- 
venient for necessary repairs. 

Tlie waiting-i-ooms, refreshment-buffets, ticket-offices, and 
cloak-rooms are entirely lined with varnished deal, touched up 
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Avitli colored stripes. Tlie joists of the ceiling are exposed, and 
tbe whole building has an air of order and neatness, which it 
gives one pleasure to sea 

The travellers and their friends crowd on the platfonn; the 
former take their seats, while the others, who remain behind, 
cling on to the doors and the steps. Scarcely can they make 
up their minds to get down, when the train moves on, and even 
then they strive to keep up with it, rushing as fast as they can, 
and cr}'ing " Favel ! Favel ! " (a pleasant journey and good luck 
to you). AMien their breath fails, they stop, and we go on our 
way. 

In a few moments we notice that our presence excites the 
curiosity of our travelling companions. They had previously 
ascertained by our guide-books that we were not Prussians, but 
Frenchmen, Those who were next to us made known this dis- 
covery to the others at the farther end of the compartment 
They addressed us in Danish, and seemed disappointed that 
they were not understood. Then they spoke to each other, 
and clubbed together their French to form the sentence that 
they wished to Sixy; and at last 'the oi-ator of the company, 
after having several times rcjieated his speech to himself in a 
low voice, said, with an expression which Mould have been 
laughable if it had manifested a feeling less flattering to us 
and less sincere on their part, " We Danes all like the French 
very much." " And we Frenchmen," we replied at once, " like 
the Danes very much." And then they began to shake hands 
with us, and to utter protestations of friendship and aflection 
in Danish, the meaning of which our imagination enabled us 
to guess, though our ignorance forbade us to understand. These 
good people alighted, each in his turn bid<ling us the wannest 
and most touching farewells. The last who left us was a young 
officer, with a heavy and constrained gait and manner, perhaps 
a little sh)', who understood a few words of French. He asked 
us what business bixiught us into his country. " Xothing," we 
replied, "but to see and know it." He made us rei)eat this 
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answer, which seemed to surprise and flatter him. We asked 
him in our turn if he knew Paris, and if he would not soon visit 
it The supposition that he would go to Paris made him laugh 
exceedingly, but he would not listen to such a proposal ** The 
French would laugh at me too much," he said more than once. 
It was impossible to divest him of this notion, and he left ns 
with the conviction, alas ! too often enteitained, that we are all 
in France unmerciful quizzes. 

As we approached Elsinore, the landscape changed, and as* 
sumed a character of entire sadness and solitude. The plains 
of peat-bog, strangely intersected by narrow ditches cut for the 
sake of irrigation, and resembling lines of ink, and the naked 
and barren plains, give place to gloomy and mysterious forests 
of beech-trees. The first north-winds of autumn bring down 
the leaves from the trees, and drive them along the ground with 
a low rustling sound. Seen here and there among the scattered 
trunks is some peasant's cottage, either red or blue ; some char- 
coal-burner's hut, dark and smoky; and in a hollow road, sunk 
deeply in the mud at the foot of an ash, a heavily loaded cart 
is struggling. The sunbeams penetrate through the branches; 
the rays brighten the tops of the trees, and gild the faded leaves 
heaped on the ground beneatL A few birds pass over our 
heads, uttering long shrill cries; but in all this district there 
is no song, no human voice; nothing is heard but the wind 
among the trees and the waves on the shore. An indefinable 
sadness, a sweet melancholy, comes over us before we are aware, 
and we feel how profound must be the impression made by the 
continual sight of such scenes as these, — a feeling so true and 
so deep, that even the inhabitants themselves are not unaware 
of it, and the word vccmod, by which they express it, cannot be 
translated into any other language. 

We alighted from the railway before we readied Elsinore, 
that we might lose nothing of the scenes and landscapes that 
were passing l)efore our eyes in a succession which is not fa- 
tiguing, in spite of its monotony. The distance was short, and 
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yet we were a loug time in travcrsiug it At last there appeared 
licforc us a little town, lookiu^ lileiik and silent^ with glittenD<[ 
red roofs. It is almost cutircly sun-ouuded by u-atcr, aud tei^ 
luiiiateil ill the distance, at the narrowest part of the strait, by 
the gloomy Kroonborg. 

Three things attract the traveller to Elsinore; the tomb of 
Hamlet, the river in which "Ophelia with her weedy trophies 
fell in the weeping brook," and the inscription scratched on s 
pane of gliiss by the uufoitiinate Caroline ^Matilda : " Jly God, 
let me be innocent, and others great" 

Hamlet's tomb is no longer in existence ; Ophelia's river ia 
dry; and Caroline Matilda's pane of glass is broken. 

Notwithstanding this threefold deception, perhaps on account 
of it, Elsinore has left lecollections which it is pleasant for ua 
to retrace. 

It consists of a lai;ge street parallel to the sea ; secondary 
roads lead on one side to the harbor, and on the otiier to the 
country. In one of the most important of these are the houses 
of the consuls. Large escutcheons fastened to the front of these 
buildings give them an unusual appearance ; you might almost 
imagine yourself to be in Spaia A little farther on the road 
widens, aud forms a naiTow square, in which is the Town Hall. 
lliere was not depth enough in the space allotted for it, so that 
it was necessary to extend the building lengthwise, so as not to 
encroach upon the square, aud to presene in front sufiicient 
space and ventilation. 

The building has undergone modifications in many parts, 
though it appears never to have been completely finished; but 
. still we can easily unJei-stand its appearance and general plan 
(Fig. 209). 

It is built of bricks and red granite, the tone of which 
matches most happily that of the biicks. The external ar- 
rangement of the structure perfectly agrees with that of the 
interitir, being clearly indicated by well-defined lines on the 
outside. There is coasidenible variety in the size of the win- 
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dowB, which are small and narrow wben intended to give ligbi 
to a room of little importance, but large, high, and double when 
tlie; open on a bdl of greater dimenaions. It is deficient in its 
details and in the oroameotal portions, but it is an edifice in- 
tended to brave a severe climate, frost, snow, and frequent rains. 
Delicnte sculptured ornaments would have bad little chance of 
withstanding these, and it was viser in the architect to give all 
his attentiou to the choice of materials, the method of emplojr- 
iug them, aud the study of the due proportions of the different 
parts of the building 




Fig. WL — OraBBd-pbtn oT l^iws H*U, 



We notice in the interior the same moderation and the same 
combinations quietly and well carried out 

■\Ve ha^-e thought it best to ppe3e^^■e, in our description of the 
various apartments in this Town Hall, the same terms as are 
used among ourselves, instead of those common in Denmark, 
which would not perhaps be equally intelligible. 

Tlie principal entrance (Fig, 210) is under a porch (1) shel- 
tering two of the steps, the rest being within the vestibule. Xa 
2 is a lai^ room £er%'ing for election meetings, for political 
assemblies, and markets of a special nature. A small staircase 
connects this room with the inner hnll (4). The hnll-keeper's 
apai-tmcuts are in Xo. 3. Xo. 5 is the police-ofBce, and in Xa 
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6 an office for tlie relief of the poor. There is a private cutrance 
(7) for tbose wlio wish to transact business witb tbe postHjffice 
and the telegraph ; a small waiting-room (7) is attached to it. 
On one side is the tclcgrapli-office, Xo. 8, and on the other the 
post-office, Na 9, No. 10 is for the clerks, and Ifo, 11 for the 
director. A principal and a back staircase lead to the first floor 
(Fig. 211), on M-Uich is a robing-rooin (12) for the use of the 
commnnal councillors. This is of large dimensions ; for during 
the winter they hang up there their furred robes and long 
X>elisscs, which are used instead of our more moderate overcoats. 
-Above this room is a galleiy reserved for certain clerks whose 
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presence is nccessaiy during the sittings in the council-chamber. 
This large room (13) is covered by a ceiling formed of planlca 
of fir, the junctions of which ace couccaled by unions; the ex- 
posed surfaces are varnished ami suri-ounded by bands of color. 
By the side of this hall opens a smaller one (14), serving as on 
anteroom, in front of which is a balcony built over the entrance- 
door. This balcony is used for oflicial addresses to the public, 
and as a speaker would lose much of his prestige if he were 
exjiosed to the sun or protected by an umbrella, a smjiU pro- 
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jectiug roof screens him from the weaUier. The cabinet of tbe 
first minister is in 15, his secretary's oflice is in Xa 16, tbe 
civil-service offices (17), and the tax-offices (18). A very long 
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and rather dark passage, although it receives Imrrowcd light 
fi^om each enJ, leaJs to the clerks' offices (N'o. 10), to those of 
the architect (No. 20), and to the muniment-room (No. 21). 
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This is the only public building >vitliin the town. The dwell- 
ing-houses resemble those which we have ali-eady seen at Copen- 
hagen, and it would be of no use to describe them ; but there 
is one point to which we ought to allude, — the difficulty which 
a foreigner finds in making himself understood. As for our- 
selves, had it not been for a few English words which a sailor 
of that nation, who was sleeping o£f the effects of his gin in the 
corner of a tavern, w^as able to translate for us, we ran a great 
risk of dying of hunger, and of not being able to procure food 
and shelter in the Hotel du Nord, the French sign placed out- 
side of which is the cause of many a bitter deception to the 
unfortunate traveller who is compelled to knock at the door. 

An illusion, of which all Frenchmen are too readily the vic- 
tims, is to fancy that "our beautiful* language" is eveiy where 
spoken and understood. This is a great mistake. French is, in 
fact, in all countries, the language of men of the world, of diplo- 
macy, and of elegance ; and it is very rare for a Frenchman to 
find himself in any drawing-room, wherever he may chance to 
be, and not to meet with those who can converse with liim ; but 
in a foreign country the tmveller who wishes to see and to 
learn passes most of his time in the street among persons of an, 
entirely different character. If, therefore, he cannot readily 
comprehend what is said by those about him, and if he cannot 
make his wishes known, he is liable to gieat inconvenience and 
unpleasant mistakes, and is often exposed to serious embarniss- 
ment if he can express himself only in his mother tongue. 

AVhen we have passed along the long street which runs 
through the town, we reach the harbor, — that is to say, the 
point where the street is narrowest, and is, at its extremity 
on the Danish side, terminated by the Kroonboi^g. 

Tlie navigation of the Sound is dangerous. The coasts of 
Sweden and tliose of Denmark, on each side, bristle witli reefs, 
and rocks at the water level, and abound in fearful shoals, which 
are difTicult to avoid during foggy nights, M'hen the winds blow 
from the icy lands of Norway. In onler to prevent shipwrecks 
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and disasters, — formerly so common here, — the Danish gov- 
emment erected lighthouses on the coast at the most dangerous 
points ; and, to cover the expense of theur first construction and 
of repairs, they demanded from all ships passing through the 
Sound a toll, which was paid till 1857, when the maritime 
powers united to redeem it In order to compel the payment 
of these dues, Frederick II. built in 1574, at the narrowest part 
of the strait, a fort, whose guns might command the entrance of 

the Sound. 

This fort, surrounded by fortifications formerly very fonnidar 
ble, is the Kroonlx)rg (the castle of the crown), Fig. 213. 

We enter the Kroonborg, which has some ivsemblance to an 
inn. The sentries allow us to go wherever we please, to look at 
the guns, to count the balls, to mount on the ramparts, and go 
down into the ditches. This forti-ess, formerly so formidable, is 
much changed in appearance, and no longer to be feared. An 
ironclad, armed with guns of long range, would easily silence it 
The Danish government is so convinced of its weakness that it 
no longer pi-etends to conceal the fact It prefers — a far wiser 
plan — to study the best means of remedying it The Kroon- 
boig can never have been so fonnidal »le as it was said to be, for, 
being commanded by the neighboring hills on the land side, it 
could not have pix)vided against a surprise ; and enemies who 
wished to take possession of it might, instead of attacking it by 
sea, have landed some troops a little farther to the westward, on 
the shores of the Cattegat, and thus carried it by assault in the 

rear. 

The Kroonborg, therefore, possesses no longer any interest 
except that which arises from its picturesque situation and its 
historical claims. 

We ascended to the top of the high tower. At the farther 
end of the Strait, lost in the fog, was Coi>enhagen ; somewhat 
nearer, the island of Hveen, where the illustrious astronomer, 
Tycho' Brahe, built his observatory and passed twenty years 
of his life. . Still closer, and resembling immense black spots. 
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almost lost in the liorizon, are beccli-forcsts, whose lofty 
l-raucbes nrc incessantly swaying hither «uil thither in the 
wind, with a grand, monotonous, and regular souud. Opposite 
ore tlie coasts of Sweden, bordered by a fringe of white foam, 
vhicli clearly defines their outlines ; the Sound, with its innu- 
iweralile ships, some surmounted by a crest of smoke, which loses 
itself in the clouds; others, bidden under their sails swollen by 
tbe wind, reminding ns of the wings of some gigantic biri 
Close at hand, Elsinore, with its red houses scattered along the 
shore, its lively liarbor, and the flags of the consuls flapping in 
the air ; and then, directly beneath us, the enoniious dark-hrowa 
roof of the castle, and its innocent works, which Xelson braved, 
without danger, iu 1801, when he went, with his fleet, to bom- 
Uird Copenhagen. The sea is of a greenish blue ; the sky ia 
gray, but the transparent and limpid gray of the Xorth. Nature 
has here impressed upon it a character of grandeur and severity 
that cannot be described. These Northern countries produce 
effects entirely different from those to which we are accustomed 
in the sky of the South. Everything is more calm, sweet, and 
Bad. Tlie contrasts are less striking; they harmonize in tones 
less intense and more softened down ; but the emotion which 
they cause is not less vivid, and leaves trace? ns lasting and 
deep as those produced by the asi>ect of a country more highly 
favored and more richly endowed 

In the interior of tlie castle are a chapel, used for a long time 
as a store for hay, and some large rooms, for the most part in 
bad reitiiir, in \/hich Hamlet's ghost no longer wanders. One 
of these sened as the prison of the beautiful Caroline JIatilda. 
Here she \va.s confined, after having Ijeen carried off, in the midst 
of a lite, fixim lier palace of Christianborg ; and she remained a 
jtrisoner in this gloomy castle, e.\po.sed to the blasts of every 
wind, in front of that dark Northern sea covered with ice and 
sncnv ; and here she jiasscd long months in the sad ivcollection 
that ''he Iiad been a queen, and that, alas .' she had also been a 
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On that day, say the clirouiclers of the time, the sun had, for 
a few miiuites, pierced thi-ough the chilly winter mist Tha 
queen wished to go out, mounted on horseback in man's dress, 
as M^as her custom. She wore riding-boots, and a long pelisse, 
and had her beautiful hair hidden under a fur cap. Never had 
she looked so high-spirited or so charming. As usual, Struen- 
see attended her. When they passed the palace gates, a hand, 
the queen-mother's, raised a curtain, and pointed out to Chris- 
tian this gay, young, happy pair. 

Christian and his mother exchanged a dark glance. With- 
out a single word haviug been spoken, they undei^stood each 
other. 

Struensee and his mistress, M'hen once at liberty, dashed off 
at full gallop along the avenues of Frederiksborg. The hair of 
the queen, unfastened by the Kipidity with which she rode, 
flowed down upon her shoulders. Struensee secured it again, 
and on the hardened snow, over which they wei*e riding, there 
were to be seen, the next dfiy, the traces of their hoi-ses* shoes 
close together confounded with each other. Then they returned, 
thinking only of their love, and payiug no heed to the dark and 
angiy looks of the common peojjle whom they met in the way, 
who were enraged at the queen's disregard of appearances, and 
the favor which she lavished on a foreigner. 

In the evening there was a ball at the palace ; one of those 
ietes then given at the Xoilhem courts, where the love of pleas- 
ure and sensual gi\1tification knew neither restraint nor limit. 
Caroline Matilda was radiant with gi-ace and beauty. Struen- 
' see, always at her side, confident in her favor, saw on the fea- 
tures of the king no trace of the temble passions which agitated 
his mind. The assembly came to an end. Then there ^vas a 
gieat tumult, followed by a deep silence. Tlie queen, dragged 
from her apailments, was hunied along the road to Elsinore, and 
shut up in the foitress. Struensee was arrested and carried be- 
fore his judges. 

Shortly after, a scaffold was raised on the esplanade of Vestcr- 
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l)ro. Strueiisee uoa bclicatlcd, mid the qucca vent as an exile 
'to Hanover, to die.* 

The weather is so line, and the air so pure, that wc are about 
lo make an excursion Ly sea. "Wo ctiibork at the extremity of a 
small fjord, near a house which can be distinguished from a dis- 
"■ance by n flag floating at the top of a mast 

This is a life-boat statiou, where bmve men are always at 
land to carry assistance to vessels in peril on this coast, so dan- 
gerous during the foggy days of s]>ring and autuma Skilful 
:*sliermen and hardy sailors, they live here alone, without any 
other amusement than fishing, which is their main support 

'We find the house occupied by its usual inhabitants, who 
<ome forward eagerly to do tlie honors. A veranda Ber\'e3 as a 
"jlace of shelter for the life-boat, with the rigging and their neta. 
The outer door opens on a large room (Fig. 214). All round it 
are low, wide seats, covered with furs; while hanging on the 
"Walls are fishing utensils and garments for daily use. In the 
middle is a latye stove, open on all four sides, filled with blaz- 
ing turf, a good sujiply of which is stored without In this hall 
the men meet before their expeditions, and hither they bring 
their fish and prepare it In this i-oom they pass those long 
days, -nhen the storm roara without, and tells that their assist- 
ance may be needed A man mxist, indeed, be vigorously con- 
stituted, botlj in body and mind, who can pass his life in such a 
solitude, without any other excitement than the remembrance 
of past dangers and the apprehension of those that are to come. 

From this hall — whose height extends through the ground- 
floor, the first story, and a part of tlie roof — an inner opes 
staircase loads to the story standing only over that poition of 
tlie house alx)ve the veranda. This contains two bedrooms. 
The occasional gucKts, who are brought hither by the storm, 
sleep in the large room, on camp-beds arranged there. 
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The building is solidly constructed. Blocks of granite, thrown 
up by the sea, form the masoniy of the walla, the thickness ot 
which defends the interior from the high winds so common od 
this coast, and the damp, which, in these latitudes, iS so danger- 
ous. On the roof are to be seen the traditional carved beams, 
with ends formed hke the prows of a ship, a souvenir of tikoae 
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maritime people who wished to have, even in their dwelling on 
dry land, a remembrance of the vessels in which every day they 
risked their lives. 

We retunicd on foot, to pay a last farewell to the Zealand, 
landscaiie ; and, when the evening came on, we found ourselves' 
at the foot of the Kroonbor^', at the end of the cape which pro- 
jecU into the strait The countij- all around was infinitely sad 
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